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Anchors Aweigh
A Picture Tells a Thousand Words
Our smiles tell the story, relief of two
years of mind sapping grind to
orchestrate the fund raising effort and
the smile from the CEO John
Nosworthy
of Boyds Contracting
because they have won another
contract.
There is much still to be played out,
tentatively we will have a sod turning
ceremony on Monday 10th April,
building time of 4 to 5 weeks,
depending on weather etc. Completion
by end of May, tiling and sandstone to
plinth another couple of weeks. Plaques
and finishing touches by end of June,
then we will have time for the repairs
to the grass etc., to bring it back to its
immaculate condition, ready for the
dedication on Sunday September 3rd
International Merchant Navy Day.
With the ongoing work of organising
the invites for the sod turning then the
invites out to dignitaries for the
dedication, there is still much to be
played out before the final chapter on
Sept 3rd.
We still have currently in the pipeline two grant applications in, one for the plaques of just under $5,000 and
another for hire of marquee, tables, chairs and loud speaker equipment of $2500 for the dedication service. We are
currently acquitting two grants of $5,000 each, one from “Stronger Communities Federal Grant” which we used as
the deposit for the building of the monument, the other is also a Federal grant called “Volunteers Grant” which we
will use for the flag pole and the tiling of the base and sandstone on the plinth. The recent grant from the Gold
Coast City Council of $1,500 will pay our outstanding bill to the architect.
Graham Moon our monument treasurer pictured with me will take over the supervisory role of the building of the
monument because of his building acumen, Terry Docker and I will sit back and criticise, Terry more so than me
as I’m always warning him about losing a finger to a saw, he also has building skills, so a good team will ensure
success.
A quick run-down on the monument committee, we had two resignations early in the piece, Dave Witcombe
because of distance and a real dodgy computer, Evan Lewis who had a disagreement with the RSL over the red
ensign and therefore couldn’t make the meetings in the Anzac room. Jack Secker because of failing eye sight was
relegated to research and fund raising. Our consultant Warren Keats we wore out in the first six months and is only
just now coming back to full voice. That left the three musketeers Graham, Terry and myself, hopefully those
smiles will stay on our faces for a long time to come.
Brian Hunt, President
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HMAS St Giles

HMAS St Giles (FY86) was a tugboat which was operated by the Royal Navy (RN), Royal Australian Navy (RAN)
and the Australian shipping firms J. & A. Brown and the Waratah Tug and Salvage Company. She was built by
Ferguson Shipbuilders, Glasgow for the RN in 1919, was sold to J. & A. Brown in 1925, transferred to the Waratah
Tug and Salvage Co Pty Ltd in 1931 and was commissioned into the RAN between 1940 and 1942 and 1945 and
1946 before being scrapped in 1956.
Following the outbreak of World War II, St Giles was requisitioned by the RAN in 1939. She was later converted to
an auxiliary anti-submarine vessel and commissioned on 15th January 1940. She was decommissioned in May 1942.
St Giles was decommissioned on 23 August 1945. During her second commission she was used as a tugboat in
Australia and New Guinea waters. She was paid off from the RAN in March 1946 and returned to her owners in
1947.
My involvement with the St Giles came in the latter years of her working life in Sydney Harbour. At the time I was
indentured with the Adelaide Steamship Co and serving as senior cadet on the Manunda and the Manoora. Part of my
duties was attending to the ships' logs and recording the details of their movements on entering and departing
Sydney. The assistance that St Giles gave us in the berthing and departure of these two liners was much appreciated
by the captain and officers on the bridge.
I have been a member of the Sydney Maritime Museum
(now known as the Sydney Heritage Fleet) for 40 years.
When Peter Hughes (head of the model shop) offered to
build me a model of the tug, it proved a delight to bring back
old memories.
1956 saw the end of the working life of St Giles in Sydney
Harbour and the sale of the TSMV Manunda for scrap.
Seafarers who remember an era of shipping will remember
the coal-burning ships and tugs belching black smoke.
The model built to scale by the Maritime Museum is a credit
to them for its minute detail.
Graeme Stevenson
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Leonard Rouhan
24/01/1924 - 13/03/2017
Len was born on the 24th of January 1924 in
Lambeth, London . He was the second son of three
boys. His brothers, William who died as a POW
during WW2 and Donald who lost his battle with
cancer both passed away many years ago. After the
war in 1947 he met the love of his life Jean.
Len and Jean were married on the 9th of August
1952 and in 1958 they were on the boat and
Australia had another two 10 pound poms. They
arrived in Brisbane to start their new Aussie Life.
Len's funeral service was held at Mt Gravatt
Crematorium on Thursday 23rd February, attended
by his widow Jean and children, grandchildren and
great grandchildren and the family friends.
His coffin was draped in the Australian flag, his
jacket with all his medals and of course the famous
White Beret. Apart from three car loads from our
Association, the twin Towns RSL also had a mini
bus of members, the RSL also conducted the poppy
service as was due to a War Time Hero with not
only The Atlantic Star but the very rare Arctic Star,
plus innumerable Medals from a very grateful
Russia.
At the conclusion of the service a Guard of Honour
was formed to say farewell to a most loved man.

Aborted Condong Fund Bowls Day
The weather forecast for the week was terrible prior to Sunday 19th March, consequently we arranged with the
butcher to order 110 sausages and 100 rissoles until 9 am on the Sunday morning, normally we order at least 24 hrs
before.
There were 91 bowlers registered which was well up on last year, most of the cards had been written out the day
before and we were all set to go. There were 18 prizes in the raffle and more promised by a couple of the clubs. A
number of our members were coming for the BBQ as this day was also being treated as our social day, we were all
set to go. But nature decided to have a hand in the proceedings.
On the morning in question this author arose at 3am to the sound of thunder the sight of lightening and torrential
rain. I switched on the radar on the computer to see the storms running parallel to the coast about 50 kms off. By
5am they had changed course and were heading initially on to the Gold Coast and as they were heading south, this
was not a good omen. By 6.30am I had started to field calls, as the rain at the time was not heavy told everybody we
would make a decision by 8.30 am so they would have time not to leave home. I asked my friend Kooka who was
nearest to the club to check out the green keepers because they were not answering the phone. At 7am he informed
me the greens were cut and the staff were currently rolling the greens, although it was raining there.
Leaving home with some raffle prizes plus some salads already prepared that morning, driving through rain to arrive
at Condong at 7.45am where five Condong bowlers were already there, also fielding phone calls, after discussions
with the green keepers and the persistent rain it was decided at 8.25 am to cancel the day, to which three of us
applied ourselves and let the travelling bowlers know of our decision. I had left Eileen at home to await our decision
as we still hadn’t bought the expensive salads, coleslaw, pasta salad etc. She if necessary would go out and get them
if needed.
By now we had about a dozen stalwarts who had arrived, so as Eileen and I had made up two fruit trays for the raffle
decided to raffle them and defray the costs already incurred, this we did and Dorothy Stewart from Tweed Head
Bowls won first prize and our previous president Gary Whittaker won the 2nd. We then distributed the prepared
salads amongst the remaining bowlers.
Time now for us to drown our sorrows and contemplate what should have been, also arrange another date for later in
the year, to be advised…… Sadly the bowling club went under 4ft of water and the continuation of the club is now
under a cloud after Cyclone Debbie’s wicked tail end. Dave & Meg Witcombe house in Kyogle was also received
flooding. More news in the next newsletter .
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The SS City of Sydney
The SS City of Sydney was launched on Saturday 21
January 1854 at the Smith and Rodger shipyard in
Glasgow, Scotland. At 3 pm, the eldest daughter of James
Paterson, Manager of the Australasian Steam Navigation
Company Ltd, Miss Paterson (no mention in papers of her
first name) named the ship. The new ship was a single
screw steamship of 735 tons, almost 208 feet long and
exactly 27 feet wide. She was built to very specific
specifications of ASNC. The new vessel was also barque
rigged, with three masts. The ship was a cargo/passenger
liner and the first screw steamship built for the company.
Power came from two boilers driving two engines, said to
be four cylinders each (51 inch bore and 36 inch stroke).
There were 50 berths in First Class, 60 in Second Class
and 120 in Third Class.
The new vessel sailed to Sydney, Australia on 22 January 1854 under the command of Captain Robert T. Moodie. The
trip took 74 days. The ship was intended for use on the passenger/cargo service between Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane
and New Zealand. She arrived in Sydney on 15 April 1854.
Seven firemen on the City of Sydney who had come out on the ship on its delivery voyage, refused to go to work on
Tuesday 18 April 1854. They alleged that as they were in the colonies now, they did not need to abide by the contracts
they had signed in Scotland. A warrant was issued and they were brought before the police magistrate, Mr Dowling, on
Thursday 20 April 1854. Mr Johnson prosecuted the charge on behalf of ASNC and Mr Thurlow appeared for the
defence. The agreements were proved to have been made in Scotland between Mr Paterson and the men. The contracts
were witnessed by Captain Moodie.
The firemen were to receive payment at the rate of £4 10s per month until the ship arrived in Sydney and from that date
until the expiration of the contract, £10 per month (with the usual etceteras). If the current wages of the port exceeded
£10, then they would receive that much per month.
It seems that on the passage they had colluded together on the subject of the agreements and had come to the conclusion
that on arriving in Sydney they would be free to do as they pleased. When the evidence was concluded, Mr Dowling
said he would not deliver judgment until the next day. He then suggested that a conviction would render the defendants
liable to three months’ imprisonment which would be a clear loss of at least £45 to each man and after that be liable to
serve out the period for which they had agreed. He then suggested that perhaps they would avoid such a thing
happening by returning to their duty.
Mr Johnson said that the ASNC wished the men should be convinced of the validity of the contract into which they had
entered and perform their part of it. He advised in the event of the men promising to return to their duty, he would
withdraw the prosecutions. After a brief consultation with their attorney, three of the men expressed their willingness to
perform their contracts and were discharged. The remaining four advised that they required time to consider what to do.
They were locked-up overnight and on Friday 21 April 1854, they too advised that they would abide by the contract.
They were then also discharged from custody.
At 3 pm on Thursday 27 April 1854, the SS City of Sydney appears to have left Sydney for Melbourne on her maiden
voyage. However, she returned to Sydney at 11 am on Saturday 29 April 1854 as her compasses were showing an
“extraordinary variation”. It seems that it was then decided to swing the ship and recheck the compasses as she did not
depart again till Wednesday 3 May 1854.
At 4.30 pm on Thursday 11 May 1854 she cleared Port Phillip Heads on the return voyage to Sydney. She arrived in
Sydney 55 hours later on 5.30 pm on Saturday 13 May 1854. She probably did the voyage again soon after as on 23
May 1854 she again left Sydney for Melbourne. She appeared to settle into this routine.
On 4 July 1854 it was announced that the City of Sydney would be out of action for two weeks while some work was
done on her. The main work was to remove the existing prop and put on a spare one brought out from Scotland. This
prop had a finer pitch and should let the prop turn at higher revolutions giving an increased speed. The other work was
to sheath her decks and sundry minor things. She appears to have returned to work about 22 July 1854 or so.
On 6 December 1854 City of Sydney left Melbourne for Sydney with the mail from England. This had been delivered
from London by the Argo and contained newspapers that reported on the fall of Sebastopol in Ukraine (now called
Sevastopol). This was during the Crimean War (1853-56). However, Sebastapol had not really fallen. It was again
reported that it had fallen to the Allies on 17 June 1855 (again the news came to Sydney via Captain Moodie) but this
was not true. The city finally fell to the England/French/etc coalition on 9 September 1855. There were also Australians
fighting in this war.
On the evening of Sunday 18 November 1855, Captain Moodie got into trouble when he fired a gun while proceeding
up Sydney Harbour. He was apparently announcing/celebrating the destruction of Sweaborg. This was also in the
Crimean War and is now called Suomenlinna and is part of Helsinki, the Capital of Finland. On 30 November 1855 he
appeared in court and pleaded guilty to firing a gun. He was fined the minimum fixed penalty of £5, although the judge
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remarked that if it was within his power, he would have
only fined Moodie a farthing (0.25 of a cent).

went aground. The engine was reversed but to no effect.
The impact had thrown many passengers out of their
bunks and smashed many of the lamps in the saloon. The
passengers and crew were ordered to the rear of the ship
in an attempt to loosen the bow. The ship was now taking
water at a considerable rate and the heavy southerly
swell was rocking the ship severely. The sea looked like
swinging the ship around so that she was parallel to the
shore. For this reason the port boat was lowered and the
starboard anchor put into the boat. The boat took the
anchor out to the south-east and dropped it in deeper
water. An attempt was made to pull the bow off the rocks
by winching in the anchor. Unfortunately, the anchor
came in towards the ship and nothing was achieved. The
passengers were perfectly at ease during this work.

On the morning of Tuesday 11 December 1855 the City
of Sydney came up Sydney Harbour and Captain Moodie
again fired off his guns. This time he did not get into
trouble as he really did have good news. Sebastapol had
fallen and the Crimean War was over. Thursday 13
December 1855 was declared a public holiday to
celebrate.
It appears that the Sydney Morning Herald arranged for
its readers to contribute money (in 6 pence lots) to a fund
to pay Captain Moodie’s fine. On 12 December 1855
Captain Moodie was presented with the fund. Captain
Moodie wrote to the Herald the same day thanking them
for the money. He also said “I know not how I have
deserved this especial mark of their favour, but I assure
you it is at all times a great satisfaction to me to
announce good news, and if I do some times arouse the
good citizens of Sydney from their slumbers, by the noise
of my reports, I assure them, I will never do so unless I
have something pleasing to communicate, and then they
will pardon this trifling infraction of the law”.

All the remaining boats were now lowered and the
women and children put in one of them. Joseph Dickson
and Private Lynch went below decks to their partly water
filled cabin to save their rifles, leaving in one of the last
life boats shortly before the ship sank. The NSW
government later compensated team members for their
losses.

For all this time the City of Sydney exclusively ran on
the Sydney to Melbourne route. City of Sydney was once
used to replace the mail ship SS European on the Sydney/
Columbo (in Sri Lanka formerly Ceylon) trip when the
European was being repaired in Sydney. The return
journey from Colombo was a record, beating the normal
mail ship by 10 days. On arrival in Sydney, the skipper
was given a testimonial dinner.

Captain Garrard was put in charge of this boat and took
them a short distance away from the sinking ship and
landed them in a protected cove. The last to leave the
ship were the Captain, engineer, carpenter, steward and
two quartermasters. Apparently Captain Moodie had to
be dragged off the ship and as they were getting into the
smaller vessel, the City of Sydney suddenly tipped over
on her starboard side and sank. So quick was this that the
two quartermasters were thrown into the water and swam
to the boat. As the ship rolled over, the mizzen topmast
hit the ship’s boat but luckily they got clear with little
damage. The ship was now almost totally underwater,
with only a small section of the bow and topmast
showing.

On Tuesday 10 April 1860 the City of Sydney left
Sydney under charter to transport troops to Taranaki
during the New Zealand Taranaki War (a Maori
uprising). On this trip 120 troops from the 12th Regiment
and 46 from the Royal Artillery were moved from
Sydney to New Zealand. She left Taranaki on Tuesday
17 April 1860, arriving back in Sydney on 22 April 1860.

The other boats also went to the same small cove where
the first boat landed and the Captain was cheered ashore
by the passengers, obviously delighted that everyone had
survived. During the night fires were lit to keep warm. At
dawn, they could see they were about three kilometres
from Green Cape (in fact exactly 3.56 km). All the boats
then set out to row the almost 30 kilometres to Eden. The
first one arrived after six or seven hours and the SS
Hunter was dispatched from Merimbula (a short distance
north of Eden) to help. She met the remaining three boats
and towed them the remaining distance to Eden. The
survivors were received at the Crown and Anchor Hotel
in Eden by the owner Mr T. Matthews.

In mid-1860 new boilers were constructed for the ship
and in early August 1860 these were installed in the ship.
It is also possible that new engines were installed at the
same time and some other works also carried out. Other
than the above, the ship appears to have had an
uneventful life until the night of 5-6 November 1862.
At 6pm on 4 November 1862 the City of Sydney left
Sandridge Pier Melbourne bound for Sydney The seas
were calm and there was a light wind. Captain Moodie
left the bridge at 12.15am after telling the First Officer
the new course to steer. Just before 2am, the First Officer
called Captain Moodie to the Bridge as there was now a
great deal of fog around. Arriving on the deck, the
skipper was told that the ship was three miles off Green
Cape.

In any case, when the first boat arrived, the Water Police,
two whaleboats and the Customs launch were sent to see
if they could salvage anything from the wreck. The ship
was a total loss, with the estimate given of £25,000 for
the ship and cargo. The cargo was said to include
machinery, axes, ale, brandy, opium rope hats and boots,
quite a mixture. A Mr and Mrs Shannon, recently
married, were said to have lost all their wedding
presents.

Green Cape is about 26 kilometres to the south of Eden
and just north of the New South Wales/Victoria border.
Later on in 1883, a 29 metre high lighthouse was to be
constructed there (it is still there but no longer in use).
The Captain was obviously worried as he ordered the
ship’s course to be altered one point (11.25°) to the east
to take the ship further clear of Green Cape. By this time
the fog was even denser. Apparently he went back to his
cabin to get his watch when the call of “breakers ahead”
was given. Captain Moodie ordered the engine to be put
in reverse but before this occurred, the City of Sydney

“I write down everything I want to remember. That
way, instead of spending a lot of time trying to
remember what it is I wrote down, I spend the time
looking for the paper I wrote it down on.”
Brian
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America’s Unlucky Sea Captain
William Bainbridge was one of the fathers of the United States Navy.
He helped lay the groundwork by which the Navy would become a
professional force. He is so esteemed that four ships in America’s
naval service have borne his name. And, he was probably one of the
most unlucky officers to ever wear the uniform.
Bainbridge was born in Princeton, New Jersey on May 7, 1774 into a
large family. He was well educated but opted to go to sea in the
merchant service at the age of fifteen, which fit his adventurous spirit.
By the age of nineteen he was in command of a trading schooner in the
West Indies trade.
During this time American trading vessels were supposed to be
excluded by the Navigation Laws from commerce with the British
West Indies. These laws had been enacted to keep Americans out of
the fray between France and Great Britain. Bainbridge, therefore, by
engaging in this contraband commerce, was fair game for both
countries.
In 1796, while commanding the ship Hope, on its passage from
Bordeaux to St. Thomas in the Caribbean, his ship was attacked by a
British privateer of eight guns and thirty men. The Hope’s armament consisted of four cannon manned by nine
sailors. Bainbridge forced the privateer to strike its colours. He could have taken it as a prize, but is reported to have
cockily hailed the other captain and told him to “go about his business and report to his masters that if they wanted
his ship they must send a greater force to take her, and a more skillful commander.”
This victory gave him quite a reputation for boldness which he added to a short time later. One of the Hope’s seamen
was impressed by the British man of war Indefatigable under the command of Sir Edward Pellow. In retaliation,
Bainbridge boarded the first English merchantman he encountered and took her best seaman. Though this did not
help the sailor from the Hope, it did show that the British could not molest anyone under Captain Bainbridge’s care
with impunity.
Thus far William Bainbridge seemed anything but unlucky. His luck seem to hold into 1798. In that year he married
Susan Hyleger, the daughter of a prosperous merchant on the island of St. Bartholomew. He was also accepted into
the newly reorganized United States Navy with the rank of Lieutenant and given command of the schooner
Retaliation.
However, in November, 1798, sailing in the West Indies, protecting American shipping from the French, he was
forced to surrender to two French frigates: Insurgent and Volunteer. He and his crew were imprisoned at the island
of Guadeloupe. This inauspicious start to Bainbridge’s naval career was marked by the fact that his command was
the first American ship lost in the Quasi-War with France. Bainbridge convinced the Governor of Guadeloupe to
release him, his crew and his ship. He further obtained the liberty of other American prisoners. For this service he
was promoted to Master Commandant and given command of the 18 gun brig Norfolk. He once again sailed against
the French, this time with some success, capturing the Republican and sinking several smaller vessels.
In 1800 Bainbridge was promoted to Captain and given command of the frigate George Washington. In May of that
year he was tasked with delivering tribute to the Dey of Algiers. This practice, much to Bainbridge’s disgust, was to
keep the Barbary corsairs from raiding American shipping. He was unlucky enough to anchor his ship within range
of the Dey’s guns. Because of this he was coerced to sail under the Algerian flag to carry gifts and an ambassador to
the Ottoman Porte in Constantinople, bringing humiliation to himself and his country.
Setting his humiliation aside, Bainbridge comported himself with tact and diplomacy. His efforts paved the way for
the first treaty between the Ottoman Empire and the United States. He also aided in securing the release of some 400
Maltese, Venetians and Sicilians held by the Dey of Algiers for ransom.
Bainbridge was appointed to command the Essex in 1801 as part of a squadron under Commodore Richard Dale, to
cruise against the North African Barbary powers. The United States, under Thomas Jefferson, had decided war was
better alternative than tribute. Not much came of this cruise since U. S. naval strength was not sufficient. To help
rectify this problem Bainbridge was put in charge of the construction of several new ships.
In May, 1803 he was given command of the brand new Philadelphia which boasted 44 guns. She was the pride of a
new squadron, under Commodore Preble, being fitted out to fight the Barbary corsairs. Bainbridge sailed before the
rest of the fleet, and on his arrival in the Mediterranean, captured the 22 gun Moorish warship Mesh-Boha. He also
recaptured the America brig Celica.
Bainbridge’s luck ran out on October 31, 1803. Off the shore of Tripoli, he rashly gave chase to a small corsair into
the shallows. The Philadelphia struck an uncharted rock and became stuck. The crew attempted to tow her off the
shoal by using their lifeboats, but to no avail. Much smaller Tripolitan gun-boats surrounded her. Bainbridge could
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not bring his cannons to bear since his ship sat at an
angle, and he was forced to surrender. He and his men
would remain in captivity for nineteen months suffering
many privations at the hands of their captors.

he laid the keel for Independence.
After the War of 1812, Bainbridge will lead a squadron,
once again, against the Barbary pirates. During the
War, Algiers and Tripoli had resumed their old
practices, since the United States Navy was occupied
with Great Britain. A show of force was all that was
needed to bring the corsairs into line.

The Philadelphia was refloated by the Tripolitans and
taken into port to be refitted for action against the
Americans. She was later burned by Stephen Decatur in
a daring raid. It is said that the first suggestion for the
Philadelphia’s destruction came from Bainbridge
himself, in a letter smuggled to Commodore Preble.
When peace was restored Bainbridge faced a court of
inquiry. Although technically there was no official
censure for his conduct, he always bore the stigma for
the loss of his ship.

Bainbridge spent the later part of his career in making
the Navy as a professional fighting force. He
established the first school for naval officers and the
first board of examination for officer promotion. He
also commanded several naval yards, where under his
direction, development of new naval technology took
place. His ill-luck returned in these years. He suffered
greatly from old wounds and privations incurred during
his service to his country. He will contract pneumonia
in 1833 and die.

After the court of inquiry, Bainbridge was not given
another command, but was ordered to the navy yard in
New York to supervise construction of new vessels.
Due to financial difficulties, brought about by his
captivity, Bainbridge requested and obtained a furlough
from the Navy. He once again entered the merchant
service, hoping to recoup his losses.

How does history rate William Bainbridge? No other
contemporary, American sea captain lost as many ships.
His defeats, though, were balanced by spectacular
victories. Victories brought about by boldness and even
some suggest rashness. As long as his luck held,
William Bainbridge was one of the best sea captains of
his era.

Bainbridge continued in merchant service until 1811.
While on a voyage to St. Petersburg, Russia he heard
that a naval battle had taken place between England and
the United States. In anticipation of a general war, he
left his ship and returned to America to reclaim his
commission.

MANZ Runs as many will know literally means
Montreal, Australia New Zealand runs. Well I did my
share on the Port boats, but never got to Montreal
maybe it was frozen up. I did get to Nova Scotia on the
East coast and Vancouver on the West coast many
times back and forth with the USA thrown in for good
luck and the Panama. Back and forth to Australia and
NZ and not many ports were missed.

He was ordered to take command of the Boston Navy
Yard to prepare ships for war. On the declaration of war
on June 8, 1812, Bainbridge vigorously solicited for
command of a ship of the line. After several months, he
was given the Constitution (“Old Ironsides”) and was
also put in charge of Essex and Hornet. The newly
minted commodore immediately set sail for the South
Atlantic.

Great times and many memorable times, but by the
heck, long trips, just when you think and the rumour
going around that you are heading home, wallop you’re
on your way back to OZ and another run……... You
would be on articles for 9months, 18months or even 2
years.

The Constitution parted company with Hornet off San
Salvador on December 26, and three days later fell in
with HMS Java which sported 49 guns and 400 men.
Java was on her way to the East Indies, carrying the
newly appointed lieutenant-governor of Bombay.
Bainbridge, for once was lucky. Java carried a very raw
crew, which included few real seamen. The ship had
only had one day’s gunnery drill. Bainbridge had paid
great attention to honing these skills in his own crew.

What we did have though, and in the early 1960’s was
colour TV when in the States or Canada, unheard of
anywhere else. One trip I did was when just cutting
through the West Indies from Australia we were sent
back as the cargo had been sold on. Back to the horrors
of Australian waterside workers and endless delays and
strikes, though the Canadian and USA waterside
workers were no better in retrospect.

The fate of Java was soon sealed. After an action of
less than two hours the English ship was completely
dismasted with losses of 60 killed and 101 wounded.
Constitution had lost nine killed and 25 wounded.
Bainbridge was among the wounded, having been
struck twice. The Java, being so devastated, was blown
up after the prisoners were removed. Perhaps,
remembering his own times in captivity, Bainbridge
treated the British magnanimously. He later received
acknowledgement from the British government for his
kindness.

I write this to try to inspire lads to write a story of their
days at sea, their first ship, last ship, days at the Vindi,
your first love, it’s your newsletter please contribute.

In the last issue of our newsletter the story
attributed to Tony Bond with the title “Malaysia Revisited” was in fact an error and should have been
credited to Tony Jones. That is a tad embarrassing, to
us and found hugely amusing to Tony Bond who says
“he can’t wait to read another exciting chapter in his
life”.

Bainbridge’s luck seems to have definitely turned. On
his return to the United States Bainbridge was received
as a hero and a medal commemorating his capture of
Java was authorized and struck by Congress. As a
reward, and to aid in his recuperation, he was ordered
to take command of the Charlestown Navy Yard, where

We pour forth liberally our profuse and humble
apologies Tony…….
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Life Aboard the Napier Star
The Napier Star (a Blue Star ship) recording some
of the slowest passages on record across the
Pacific. This was not helped by her service speed
of 10 kts, which in reality was nearer 8½ kts. She
was also notorious for scavenge fires which
occurred with monotonous regularity. It is reputed
that on one occasion, the Panama Canal Pilot on
reaching the bridge asked the Master; “What’s your
full sea speed Captain?” On learning it was 8½
knots, he placed his baseball cap back to front,
gripped the dodger and said;” Let her rip Captain!”
In early 1963 on a Home Trade run from the
Blackwater River, Essex to Middleborough up in
Geordie Land, sailing the Napier Star I first met my
now very good mate, NSW poet laureate David Partridge, Pilot Boat Captain extraordinaire. And to discover this took
a few glasses of wine, swinging the lamp after a Vindi reunion in Tweed Heads back at our accommodation. We were
sitting out under the stars and I was telling David about a roughish trip with only running lights (nil cabin lights or
heat) and skeleton crew when all hands were called on deck to chip ice due to sea spray freezing on deck, having little
to no ballast and in danger of foundering. As if we would have made much difference!!!!!!!!!!!!
David saying “that’s un-real as he was on that ship too” The ship had been laid up just off Malden, Essex in the
Blackwater River for some time and our first job had been to haul up the side of the ship (by rope and wicker baskets)
stores of necessities and creature comforts such as food, bedding, towels, pot and pans etc. on board for the trip, the
ship being of course completely emptied when laid up. Ha - for lights we had old kerosene lamps and can tell you they
don’t give out much heat in minus temps.
For the first few days preparing the ship for the short haul to Middleborough we were bussed to Colchester and billeted
in hotels, with early starts to Malden and taken out to the ship via a launch/tender (the ship, one of hundreds swinging
on anchors and buoys with gangways down to take on watchmen, resembled a graveyard).
Our biggest problem was the engine/s, which refused to start, giving the engineers a hard time as time-frames were
putting the pressure on. Hence when sailing, no heating or sufficient power to light the ship (all going to the cargo
freezers). We hit foul weather just off the Essex coast at dusk and did we have fun in the absence of lighting or heating
in a gale. Gale, snow storm, hurricane call it what you like, it was no place to be playing silly buggers on deck, clipped
and hanging on to life lines, shoveling snow and heaving ice over the side, but that was the order “All Hands On
Deck”. The lads wearing a mish mash of clothing from sou’-westers to balaclavas and donkey jackets was not
sufficient I can tell you. My hands numb with cold and body near frozen, hearing the words shouted down from the
bridge to “stand down”, came as a blessed relief.
Myself signed on as a steward never played that role as such, as although having a 2nd Steward (glorified tally clerk)
and Chef with no mains power in the galley, all we ate was sandwiches and looked after ourselves. I was 18 years
young, fit, bullet proof and scared of nothing, though exhausted, battered, bruised, wet, cold and miserable. 36 odd
hours later we paid off in Middleborough after docking, though would add the storm had abated and foundering fears
had long gone. After descending the gangway never looked back. Catching an express train, slept all the way home
vowing to steer clear of H/T runs in the future. I did say “fit, bullet proof and scared of nothing.” If only that were true
today? Ha, before leaving the Captain offered me the job as his Tiger (steward) to which I laughed, walking away…..
David’s comment on the trip was: “The blooming coldest winter ever known, my most vivid memory is of tipping
buckets of snow into the tea urn for a cuppa.”
I was on a Pool Contract meaning I was paid when not working waiting for a ship after my leave had been expended,
which left me time to do other work (cash jobs). I worked for a catering firm at one time washing dishes from various
away functions. The dishes would be stacked in hampers and quite an easy job of placing the plates in a sink filled
with hot soap and water with 2 revolving brushes doing the work. The plates would then be stacked standing-up in
rack’s and rinsed in very hot water, the rack’s left to dry and later when dry placed on shelves for the next job. The
silver much the same, other jobs would be delivering or picking up tables and chairs, linen, glasses, plate hampers,
food ha, all good fun with lots of perks.
One time I went to a Fleet Air Arm Association dinner to which I think their HQ, a huge mansion of a place and many
acres of manicured gardens, tennis courts etc. Up marble steps to an imposing foyer with a beautiful carved wooden
stairs like something out of a movie set. The walls adorned with swords, oil painting the size of cars and chandelier of
immense proportion. And this was only the entry. A huge hall had been set up for possibly a dinner for 200 to 300 of
our finest (Lords and Ladies). The ladies dressed to the nines in evening dresses and gentlemen (Officers) in formal
evening uniform.
My job (among others) was to set up behind the scenes a glass washing area of tables and washing sinks and rinsers.
The evening started well with speeches and by the look of the plates a great meal washes down with real nice wines
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Monday

3/04/2017. A giant freighter that
mysteriously vanished in the South Pacific may have
capsized without warning because of a chemical change
in its cargo. The 266,000 ton South Korean bulk carrier
Stellar Daisy disappeared off the coast of Uruguay en
route from Brazil to China, hours after issuing a distress
signal on Friday.

and other lubrications. Things started getting hectic and
we had four staff trying to keep up with the glasses,
others madly packing the hampers with dirty plates. In
one corner was a kiddies swimming pool full of ice and
water and cooling bottles of all description, a fight broke
out amongst our finest ending with two lads in very cold
water and 100% wet, which soon sobered them up. We
in the nether region splitting our sides laughing.

The ship is 321m long and 58m wide – or roughly the
same size as 100 tennis courts. It can carry 266,141
tonnes of cargo .

All good things come to an end and we were coached
home at around 3am, with many bodies laid waste in the
gardens and others in various stages of undress, blimey I
though these are our aristocracy and closed my eyes.

The ship was carrying 24 people, including 14 Filipinos
and eight South Koreans. Two Filipino crew members
found floating on life rafts were rescued on Saturday
and the search continues for the other 22.

Other jobs I did were demolition of air-raid shelters with
jack hammers, concrete wheel burrowing, block laying
labourer and even had a go at patio/carport building. If a
cash job was going I was your man.

An oil slick detected 2300 miles off the coast indicated
that the 1056-foot vessel had probably sunk, according
to a statement issued by the Uruguayan Navy.

As it turned out that the Napier Star was my last trip to
sea, Jan 1963 (little did I know that the time was nearing
for the end of the British MN) as under my own
endeavour I obtained a late apprenticeship as a motor
mechanic. This meant going back to school one day a
week and two nights schooling for my City and Guilds
qualification, but to me well worth the effort as I had left
school early with little to no quality education.

The Stellar Daisy was reportedly transporting a cargo
of iron ore from the Ilha Guaba terminal in Rio de
Janeiro to China, where the demand for ore has
exploded as the economy grows.
Early reports suggest that the Stellar Daisy, which is
classified as a Very Large Ore Carrier, lost stability and
quickly sank. One theory being floated, published in the
Shipwreck Log today, is that the ore shifted, causing
the vessel to lose balance and capsize.

Mechanic’s blood must have flowed though me as at the
time I had three cars, a Sunbeam Talbot, an Austin 10
and a Ford Prefect (pre-war old bangers worth bugger
all) and an oldish Lambretta scooter.

There have been several documented cases of ships
suddenly sinking due to the liquification of iron ore and
nickel ore during prolonged movement, such as
bumping and shaking that occurs in bad weather.

Ha, I also had a bicycle, with an engine of course made
from scraps found on the tip. I remember going to the
Labour Exchange and being interviewed and asked what
assets I had. When I told the gentleman of my fleet he
near fell over backwards, spitting chips as he in his late
50’s had only ever owned a push bike for transport.

Late news……… Two Filipino crew members have
been rescued floating in a life raft on Saturday, but
other lifeboats and rafts found in the area were empty.

SEQ member Bill Davis

“Leaping” Birthdays?”
Every year divisible by 4 is a leap year? Leap Days
occur only nearly every four years, but Leap Day
babies still get to celebrate their birthdays in common
years. As far as birthday presents and cakes are
concerned, there are no set rules – some celebrate on
February 28th, some prefer March 1st.

Walter Backhouse our
oldest SEQ member was

However, many countries have laws defining which
date a person born on February 29th comes of age in
legal terms. In some countries (e.g. New Zealand and
China), the official birthday falls on February 28th in
common years; in other countries (e.g. the United
Kingdom), “leaplings” have to wait until March 1st.

recalling memories of his
first ship as an oarsman on
a Viking galley. He recalls
well one of his fellow
seamen “crossing the bar”
and being dragged aft and
un-ceremonially
tossed
overboard and the all the oarsmen brutally whipped.

There's a Leap Day added every four years unless the
year is perfectly divisible by 100, in which case there's
no Leap Day. Unless the year is also perfectly divisible
by 400, in which case the previous rule is nullified and
there is a Leap Day. So 2000
had a February 29th because it
was perfectly divisible by 400,
while 2100 didn’t have one
because it's only perfectly
divisible by 100.

Being his first trip to sea, was not prepared for what
was happening when ordered to urinate in the air he
was more mystified. Asking his nearest mate under
his breath what was going on? Was told “that after
every burial at sea they always had a whip around and
a good piss-up.”
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The World’s Fastest Ship
Australian ferry builder Incat Tasmania’s
world first high speed dual-fuel vehicle and
passenger ferry is now officially fast with a
lightship speed of 58.1 knots - (107.6
kilometres an hour) and a thrill for the
designers of the 99 metre high speed vessel
Francisco.
This is certainly the fastest ship in the
world......of course there’s a few speed boats
that could surpass 58 knots but nothing that
could carry 1000 passengers and 150 cars,
and with an enormous duty free shop on
board. Recently at 1516 tonne displacement
trial she achieved 51.8 knots. Operating
with one turbine on LNG and one on marine
distillate, exceeding the results achieved when Francisco was sea trialled with full ballast comfortably exceeding 50
knots at full power and maintaining a steady 49 knots at 90 per cent power while operating on marine distillate.
The vessel’s high speed can be attributed to the combination of Incat wave piercing catamaran design, the use of
lightweight, strong marine grade aluminium, and the power produced by the two 22MW GE LM2500 gas turbines
driving Wartsila LJX 1720 SR waterjets. The extensive and luxurious interior made significant increases to the
weight of the interior fitout, however the Incat team worked diligently to maximise weight savings during
construction wherever possible.
Francisco has been constructed for South American company Buquebus, for service on the River Plate, between
Buenos Aires Argentina and Montevideo, Uruguay. Incat is still not claiming 58.1 as the end point of lightship trials
as there was a full load of LNG on board (two 40 cubic metre tanks) in addition to about 35 tonnes of marine
distillate, with Incat Chairman Robert Clifford, saying “When we have less fuel on board, and delivery spares
removed, we will see that speed go higher still in the shallow waters of the River Plate (Rio Plata). We are delighted
with the efficiency of the design and sure that our customer, Buquebus, will be pleased with the results, enabling the
ferry to compete with airline traffic on the River Plate route.”
Buquebus Chairman Juan Carlos Lopez Mena recently announced that the vessel will be named Francisco, in
honour of the Argentinean born Pope Francis. “Godmother” to the ship will be the President of Argentina, Christina
Fernandez de Kirchner, who will christen Francisco following the ship’s arrival in Argentina. She has capacity for
1,000 persons and 150 cars. A luxurious fit out has been incorporated, including a 1,100 square metre duty-free
shop.
Buquebus has clearly demonstrated their preference for Incat technology over a twenty year period and Francisco
(hull 069) is the eighth Incat vessel to be operated by Buquebus and their associated companies. It will be the largest
catamaran they have operated, the world’s first dual fuel high speed ferry to operate on LNG as its primary fuel, and
the fastest, environmentally cleanest, most efficient, high speed ferry in the world.
Incat’s High Speed Record
The fastest previous vessel built by Incat was Juan Patricio, delivered also to Buquebus, with a top speed at 53.8
knots. Juan Patricio was delivered in 1996 and remains in commercial service. Francisco is the fourth Incat built
vessel with service speed over 50 knots.

The clear growing trend in the maritime industry is to tap into the expansive realm of Big Data. By measuring,
quantifying and predicting past, present and future vessel operations, owners, operators, logistics providers, and
governments have the potential to save big money by making big improvements in efficiency. So what does the data
tell us? This month, we will take a look at how vessel AIS data is helping change the maritime business landscape in
big ways.
Lets face it, the shipping industry has been looking long and hard at all cost saving opportunities. With the recent
collapse of Hanjin Shipping, the sense of urgency for streamlining industry operations has spiked. The reduction of
fuel consumption, predictive maintenance, time in port, route optimisation, reliable ETA predictions, and global
weather analysis are all major cash saving opportunities that can be achieved with the effective implementation of
performance monitoring. By measuring various data sets such as wave, current, wind, vessel speed, position and
engine performance, intelligent analysis systems are beginning to accurately estimate fuel efficiency through live
and predictive modelling. If one shipping route has unfavorable meteorological and hydrographic conditions,
analysis can be performed to determine if taking a longer route may indeed save fuel and time. Savings is not the
only concern. Shipping currently accounts for roughly3% of global CO2 emissions so efficiency improvements
resulting in the reduction of unnecessary CO2 emissions is a welcomed benefit for us all.
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Switch Off and Plug In
ShoreBox is a ready-to-use, ‘plug-and- play’ system which
provides shore-side grid power to ships at berth via a direct
connection to the port’s electrical network. Ships spend a
sizeable proportion of time moored in harbours and ports.
Merchant vessels, for example, spend around 100 days a year
at berth. Most large ships keep their engines idling when they
are docked to generate electricity for their onboard living
systems. Their auxiliary engines are constantly in operation
and they are therefore producing emissions the whole time.
This explains why port activities account for a high
percentage of a ship’s total air pollution. The Climate Institute (2010) estimates that over an eight-hour stay in port,
a ship can emit over 2.5 tonnes of pollutants. Emissions due to ships’ activities in or around ports account for 5% of
total emissions from navigation activities. Another study by Dalsøren et al. (2009) found out that emissions due to
ships’ activities in or around ports account for 5% of total emissions from navigation activities. According to 2009
emission data from the Roadmap for Moving Forward with Zero Emission Technologies at the Ports of Long Beach
and Los Angeles issued in August 2011, ocean going vessels now account for 43% of all nitrogen oxides (NOx) and
60% of all diesel particulate matter (PM) from port operations.
Hong Kong considers emissions from berthed cruise and cargo ships to be the biggest cause of its air pollution.
According to figures from the Los Angeles Air Quality Management District (AQMD), emissions from berthed
ships account for 700 premature deaths every year. In the European Union, international shipping pollution is
expected to outstrip land-based sources by 2020.
Just like the whole shipping community, port operators and authorities are facing a plethora of pressures from a
multitude of stakeholder groups to reduce emissions of SOx, NOx, CO2 and particulate matter (PM) in their
designated port areas. As a result many are looking to adapt their port infrastructure and introduce new initiatives
and best practices.
The development of turnkey solutions for alternative energy sources for
ships at berth is vital to reduce the negative impact of port emissions on
human health and the environment. Therefore, many ports are now
looking to set up the infrastructure that will allow ships to switch off their
generators and draw power from the local electricity supply. This practice
is termed ‘cold ironing’ and is frequently referred to as ships ‘plugging
in’ or AMP (Alternative Marine Power).
‘Cold Ironing’ refers to the process of providing shore-side electrical
power to a ship at berth while its main and auxiliary engines are turned
off. It permits emergency equipment, refrigeration, cooling, heating,
lighting and other equipment to receive continuous electrical power while
the ship loads or unloads its cargo.

A Rum Fishing Story…………...
I finally got around to going fishing one morning, but
after a while I ran out of worms. Then I saw a King
Brown (For you overseas people a King Brown is one
of the deadliest snakes on earth) with a frog in his
mouth, and frogs are good fish bait. Knowing the snake
couldn’t bite me with the frog in his mouth, I grabbed
him right behind the head, took the frog and put it in my
bait bucket.
Now the dilemma was how to
release the snake without getting
bitten. I grabbed my bottle of
Bundaberg rum and poured a little
rum in its mouth. His eyes rolled
back and went limp, So released
him into the grass
without incident and
carried on my fishing with the frog. A
little later I felt a nudge on my foot and
would you believe there was that same
snake with two frogs in his mouth.
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Once upon a time, a Prince asked a

There is a law which states that if you
buy cabbage at Coles, you' are legally
required to buy carrots and mayonnaise.

beautiful Princess, “Will you marry
me?”

It's called Cole's Law

The Princess said, “No!”
And the Prince lived happily ever
after and rode motorcycles and dated skinny, longlegged, full-breasted women and hunted and fished and
raced cars and went to naked bars and dated ladies half
his age and drank whiskey, beer and Captain Morgan
and never heard bitching and never paid child support
or alimony and dated cheerleaders and kept his house
and guns and ate spam and potato chips and beans and
blew enormous farts and never got cheated on while he
was at work and all his friends and family thought he
was friggin cool as hell and he had tons of money in the
bank and left the toilet seat up.

Three blondes were walking through the forest when
they came upon a set of tracks.
The first blonde said, “Those are deer tracks.” The
second blonde said, “No, those are elk tracks.” The
third blonde said, “You're both
wrong, those are moose tracks.”
Then the train hit them……..

The end.

SEQ SLOP CHEST

Two friends meet in the street. The

Metal MN Lapel Badges
Metal Vindicatrix Lapel Badges
MN Blazer Badges
MN Blazer Badges
MN Cap Badge
Club Shirt (to order)
Club Caps
Poppy Pins

one man looked rather forlorn and down
in the mouth. The other man asked, “Hey,
how come you look like the whole world
caved in?”
The sad fellow said, “Let me tell you. Three weeks ago,
an uncle died and left me ten thousand dollars.” “I'm
sorry to hear about the death, but a bit of good luck for
you, eh?”
“Hold on, I'm just getting started. Two weeks ago, a
cousin I never knew kicked the bucket and left me
twenty thousand, free and clear.”

$8 00 each
$5.00 each
$22.00 each
$15.00 each
$17.00 each
$40.00 each
$15.00 each
$20.00 each

All Communications to
Brian Hunt on 07 5513 0178
Preferably email at brian.hunt8@bigpond.com

“Well, you can't be disappointed with that!” “Yep. But,
last week my grandfather passed away. I inherited
almost one hundred thousand dollars.”
“Incredible... so how come you look so glum?” “Well,
this week...nothing!”

If teachers taught, why didn’t preachers praught? If
a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian
eat? In what language do people recite at a play and
play at a recital? Ship by truck and send cargo by ship?
Have noses that run and feet that smell?
English was invented by people, not computers, and it
reflects the creativity of the human race, which, of
course, is not a race at all. That is why, when the stars
are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out,
they are invisible.
President, Brian Hunt BEM JP
241/2 Falcon Way
TWEED HEAD SOUTH NSW 2486
Ph: (07) 5513-0178
Email: brian.hunt8@bigpond.com
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Secretary, Terry Docker
96/22 Handsford Road
COOMBABAH QLD 4216
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12

