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Anchors Aweigh
International Merchant Navy Day 2017
Point Danger, Coolangatta NSW/QLD border

Captain James Cook travelled up the east NSW coast and at about 5
pm on 16 May 1770 he encountered reefs that run 3 nautical miles
east from Fingal Head and Cook Island. These reefs were formed by
a lava flow from Mount Warning and he named the point, off which
the island and reefs lay, Point Danger.
It is here at the top of the cliff where other service memorials rest
that the new MN memorial for all Merchant Seamen, on this year’s
International Merchant Navy Day, was dedicated, witnessed by
several hundred interested persons, many ex-merchant seamen
travelling from afar as the UK with most Australian states
represented and tourist galore as they could see something special
happening. The Gold Coast council estimate over 2200 visitors a day
will make to this spot and mark it as a “must see”.
Our Vindicatrix and Mariners Association embarked on a project to
erect a monument as a memorial to honour ALL those seafarers lost at sea in the course of their sea-going
occupation during peacetime or during times of conflict. Our research had indicated that although there are
monuments dedicated to “Lost Seafarers” situated at various sites in New South Wales and Queensland, none of
them actually recognised the memory of those seafarers of ALL Nationalities.
With the dedication of our monument today this anomaly has now been fully rectified. Besides war, serving in
peacetime at sea is a most hazardous profession with severe weather and turbulent seas to contend with, fire, heavy
and dangerous cargo and machinery and not to mention collisions at sea and being far from assistance, medical or
maritime. Add to this faulty design or human error, so the big picture issues today concerns mariner safety at sea.
At Point Danger one could not wish for a better day weather wise, with a clear blue sky at sun up, to a sunny
zephyr breeze at the right time with the Australian red ensign with Southern Cross stars on, the original UK red
ensign and the Australia flag flying on the MN Memorial and a decent full extension. To make the day more
perfect, whales were spotted frolicking out at sea with a boat of whale watchers following astern.
With a 24 seater bus driven by volunteer “Kooka” taking passengers up to Point Danger, the carpark closely
guarded for handicapped members and VIPs, a greeter to meet the bus and others around the memorial to tell of its
history made to lessen the load on our
President to do his master of ceremonies
business.
The area was abuzz with activity, a huge
marquee being erected for tea, coffee, soft
drink and sandwiches to be consumed later.
Plus a stage being erected for our MC and
VIPs which included:- His Excellency, the
Honourable Paul de Jersey AC, Governor of
Queensland, His Worship the City of Gold
Coast Mayor Tom Tate and the Mayoress
Ruth Tate, Tweed Heads Councillor Warren
Polglais and the Governors Aide, Qld
Police Inspector Mellissa Anderson.
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Unfortunately the service had to start early with the Governor arriving a tad
early and Brian Hunt our MC having no other choice but to also start
proceedings earlier that the announced 11 am start. Sadly this left the Mayor to
find his own parking space. Anyhow with good grace, as is the norm, Tom Tate
took the stage with an apology from Brian Hunt.
By this time the MC was in full flight giving some history of the area, the idea
and process of designing and building the memorial as well as thanks to his
memorial committee and those working behind the scenes in making it happen,
a very moving speech for those involved. The Bosun and flag bearers were
requested to lower the flags to half-mast and to ring 8 bells, rung on the bell of
the SS Alberta to which the anchor is centre piece of the memorial. The bell
being on loan for this occasion, by Mr Bruce Periott who in 1969 was diving the
Sutherland Reef and after a recent storm noticed a glint of metal and located the Ship’s Bell. In 1990 the bow anchor
of the Alberta was raised by an Amateur Diving and Fishing group and during the ensuing years made its way in to
the custodianship of our Merchant Navy Association.
It would be noted here that the bell on display was held in a cradle made by Terry Docker who spent an inordinate
time in making it just so. What an incredible job, this was no mean feat as apart from the weight of the bell it was
also anchored in to the turf to make sure of no mishaps befell the bell or persons. Much care and attention was spent
making and painting the cradle even down to simulated ships rivets down the side and also to withstand the rigors of
transport and erection.
The Gold Coast Mayor Tom Tate was asked to speak on behalf of the
residents of the Gold Coast, which he did admirably leaving no doubts he
was in favour of this endeavour and support for our association. He went on
to say:- “Our merchant navy has special significance in Australia given our
status as an island continent. More than many nations around the world we
are highly dependent on ships and their crew to help maintain the quality of
life we have become accustomed to. With a land mass of 7.7 million sq
kilometres and not a lot of road or rail infrastructure across the continent,
shipping has a vital role in getting goods to where they are needed. And
when it came to defending our land mass during the Second World War, the
merchant navy was essential to protecting our way of life. They were very
dangerous times and, as a nation, we owe a deep debt of gratitude to those
sailors who bravely went to sea knowing they were sitting ducks for enemy
warships.”
His Excellency was called upon next for his “Dedication of the
Monument” and another inspiring speech from a man who gave out
warmth and virtues to this project bringing people together for the
good of the people The Governor called on the younger generation to
ensure the memory of those whose experiences are consigned to the
annals of history are never forgotten. "Seafaring is deeply embedded
in our common culture, and with great respect, I acknowledge the
contribution of older Australians. I want to also acknowledge the
younger members of our society. It's so important that younger people
are involved in these events to ensure the continuity of the message,
and the memories are preserved. Thanks to the tireless efforts of the
south-east branch of this organisation (MN Mariners Association), we
now have a dignified and fitting memorial through which we can
channel our gratitude for the service and sacrifice of merchant
sailors.”
The Chaplain then rose to bring the congregation to prayer and
blessing of the monument after a short address, followed by the sweet
voices of the Centaur School singing "Eternal Father, Strong to Save"
a hymn traditionally associated with seafarers. Written in 1860, its author William Whiting was inspired by the
dangers of the sea described in Psalm 107 a very moving piece.
The Merchant Navy Poem was then read by Graham Moon our Association Treasurer followed by “Taps” played by
bugler Malcolm Wood. With the laying of wreaths led by the Governor, ten were laid in total which added a splash
of colour to the Monument.
Our Association Secretary Terry Docker then recited the “Sailors Ode”, the first verse not regularly used “They have
no grave but the cruel sea; No flowers lay at their head; A rusting hulk is their tombstone; Afast on the ocean bed,”
At its conclusion the bugler sounding the “Last Post and Rouse”, where everyone stood with bared heads, a poignant
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moment. Orders then given to the Bosun for flags to be risen to full mast and 8 bells rung for the start of a new
watch. With that the Chaplain gave his final blessing and Sailors Prayer.
A late included address was given by Tug Wilson representing the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) on the
conditions the early mariners endured and the losses in the Second World War, he also highlighted the fatalities in
comparison to the Armed Forces, almost 3 to 1.
At the close of proceedings our President gave an invitation to all attendees to join him for refreshments in the
marque. A last minute impromptu word to the lads with a raised voice and hand punching the air our President Brian
Hunt said “We’ve done it lads’ bringing a very vocal applause and cheers from our members and other attendees, a
most moving happening........
At this point it might be prudent to mention some of the unsung and unknown heroes, Eileen the President’s wife
and Kay the partner of Terry the Secretary, countless hours of work, plus support when the going got tough, they
were always there helping their MAN out, not least of which was on the day helping out with tea and coffee, plus
Wendy, arranging snacks then with Trish who made up 170 rounds of sandwiches, laying them out on salvers. To
Eileen and Kay well done, it wouldn’t have happened without them.
Bit of history - Over the years many shipwrecks and maritime disasters have
befallen the ships and crews trading to and
from Europe and around our Australian
coast, one of them being the loss of the SS
Alberta which foundered off Sunderland
Reef on the twenty-third of October 1890
thankfully with no loss of life. During an
earlier exploratory voyage Captain Cook
aboard the HMS Endeavour almost came
to grief on the same reef prompting him to
name the headland behind it Point Danger.
In 1990 one of the Alberta’s bow (front)
anchors was retrieved from the wreck site
and now forms the centre-piece of the
memorial. If one looks out to sea along the
shank of the anchor it leads approximately
to Sunderland Reef.
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The New Zealand National War Memorial is located next to the New Zealand
Dominion Museum building on Buckle Street, in Wellington, the nation's capital. It was dedicated in 1932 on Anzac
Day in commemoration of the First World War. The memorial also officially remembers the New Zealanders who
gave their lives in the South African War, World War II and the wars in Korea, Malaysia and Vietnam.
The War Memorial consists of the War Memorial
Carillon, the Hall of Memories, and an unknown New
Zealand warrior interred in a tomb constructed in
2004 in front of the Hall of Memories. Four Rolls of
Honour bear the names and ranks of 28,654 New
Zealanders. Lyndon Smith's bronze statue of a family
group is the focal point for the complex, which is
visited by approximately 20,000 people a year.
War Memorial Carillon
The National War Memorial Carillon was designed as
a sister instrument to the 53-bell carillon at the Peace
Tower in Ottawa, Canada. The carillon bells were
made in Croydon, England, by Gillett & Johnston, and
arrived in New Zealand in January 1931.
At the time of dedication the 49 bells ranged from one
weighing a shade more than 4kg with a diameter of
170 mm and 140 mm high, up to one weighing 5
tonnes and measuring 2m by 1.6m. Their total weight
was more than 30 tonnes and they cost £11,000.
The complex made considerable use of New Zealand
stone. The carillon was clad with pinkish-brown
Putaruru stone. Unfortunately the material was
variable and weathered badly in places. It was removed from the carillon and replaced by Tākaka marble in 1982.
Since 1984 the Carillon has been substantially rebuilt and enlarged. Twenty mid-range bells have been replaced with
21 smaller treble bells and 4 large bass bells, extending the total range to 6 octaves. The Carillon currently has 74
bells, including the "Peace" bell, which, at 12.5 tonnes, is the largest in the Southern Hemisphere. The Carillon ranks
as the third largest in the world by total weight.
Anzac Day and specific battle commemorations have special places in the annual schedule of events. The Carillon is
played in over 200 hours of live concerts per year and a comprehensive domestic and international carillon teaching
programme is conducted.
Editor:- I have been to Wellington several times and seems I missed this beauty and listening to the carillon to
which sound I hold close to my heart, so a must see visit……..

Goodwin Sands 'treasure trove' UPDATE.

An international team of maritime
archaeologists are diving, excavating and recording the wreck of Dutch ship the “Rooswijk” off the Kent, UK coast.
All 300 shipmen died when the vessel, carrying coins and silver ingots, sank on Goodwin Sands in January 1740.
Never before have any of the Dutch East India Company's 250 wrecks been scientifically excavated on this scale.
Historic England manages the protected site and is working with the Dutch government, which owns the ship's
remains. It is only now, after more than 250 years, that the sands have shifted enough to unveil the wreckage.

Some explorations were carried out last year and those finds are being showcased as part of the #Rooswijk1740
project, led and financed by the Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands, with open days in Ramsgate between
19 August and 16 September. They include a large seaman's chest, pewter jugs, ornately carved wooden knife
handles and leather shoes. The current mission will see archaeologists delve further into the storage rooms and
living quarters in the stern of the ship.
Martijn Manders, project leader of the Rooswijk Excavation and Maritime Heritage programme manager at the
Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands, said: "The Goodwin Sands has been a treacherous place for ships
throughout the centuries and is now a treasure trove for archaeologists. The rapidly shifting sands mean that the site
is even more exposed now than it was during our initial dives to assess the condition of the Rooswijk last year. This
makes the excavation urgent." The wreck is high on the Heritage at Risk register due to its exposed remains and
vulnerability to the shifting sands.
Latest:- Now several reinforced wooden chests - expected to contain precious metals -have been recovered and are
being stored under water. But now conservationists, fearing that the ship's was threatening to break up underwater
have launched an urgent recovery operation at Goodwin Sands, in Kent. The shifting sands and strong currents off
the coast of Deal threaten to destroy the wreck in the next few years.
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Urangan Pier, Hervey Bay, Queensland, Australia.
It was a former deep-water, cargohandling facility originally built to
facilitate the export of sugar, timber and
coal. The pier, served by the extension of
the railway line from Pialba, was used for
the transfer of cargo between rail and
ships. It was built between 1913 and
1917, originally to a length of 1107
metres. The pier was closed in 1985, and
239 metres of it was demolished.
By 2009 the last 220-metre section of the
pier had been fully restored, and the
original timber pylons had been replaced
with steel pylons with a plastic covering.
The original proposal to establish
Urangan as a coal port for the Burrum
River mining project did not eventuate
due to several factors, mainly because the coal output did not reach original expectations. However, as the Wide Bay
area was a chief producer of produce and freight, the Queensland Government made a decision to build a pier at
Hervey Bay.
Construction on the Urangan Pier began in 1913. In order to reach the deep water channel, it was required to extend
1.1 kilometres out to sea. Construction was very slow and finished in 1917. The Urangan railway line also began
construction in 1913 and branched off the main railway line at Pialba. This line was extended along the Urangan Pier
as it was being constructed. Once it was completed, it served as one of the main ports of Queensland.
Sugar was one of the main exports, however had to be transported from as far north as Bundaberg. When the
Bundaberg Port was built in 1958, it took over sugar exports and the Urangan pier ceased exporting sugar. Timber,
general cargo and produce was still exported until 1960, when Caltex built an oil terminal adjacent to the Pier. Soon
after this was built, freight, goods and produce exports were stopped and fuel became the only import from the pier.
After the last ship docked at the Urangan pier in January 1985, Caltex Oil reversed the process of storage, replacing
the system of fuel service from shipping to bulk supply by rail from the Pinkenba and Colmslie port terminals in
Brisbane. This, in turn, led to the closure of the pier and the Urangan branch line, as neither had a use anymore. At
this stage, the pier was in serious need of repairs.
A decision was made by the Queensland Government to dismantle the entire pier. Due to large public outcry,
rallying and petitions, the demolition of the pier was stopped. In late 1985, the Queensland Government handed the
pier to the Hervey Bay City Council. The council pledged to restore the pier, which began in the late 1990s.
Restoration included removing the rail tracks from the pier, encasing the wooden pylons with steel, repairing
sleepers, repairing hand rails, and repairing lights. In 1999, the pier was restored to a length of 868 meters.
Editor:- I have walked this pier many times and find it most popular for locals to walk and fish by day and night. I
think back to 1960 and believe tied up here once. The nearby “Boat Club” is very popular for a refreshing drink and
a meal.

Some Place Stats
The world has 221,208 miles of coastline and a population ever changing of around 7.522.919.555 billion. The most
populous city in the world is Greater Tokyo in Japan. 37,843,000 people live there as of March, 2016. London, with
a population of 8.6 million, pales in comparison. The population of Sydney is a mere 4.9 million with a whole
Australian count of just 24.6 million. Editor:- personally I prefer small towns and less traffic.
China and Russia share the record for countries with the highest number of land borders. They each share their
frontiers with 14 other countries. Russia is also the largest country in the world, All its territory covers 6.6 million
square miles in contrast to Australia 2.9 million square miles.
Largest Countries by Population
1 China
1,388,780,271
4 Indonesia
263,782,585
7 Nigeria
192,290,455
10 Mexico
130,370,871
13 Philippines
103,940,996
16 D.R. Congo
82,479,642

2 India
5 Brazil
8 Bangladesh
11 Japan
14 Vietnam
17 Iran

1,343,974,522
211,398,771
165,006,061
126,019,495
95,504,857
81,029,670
5

3 U.S.A.
6 Pakistan
9 Russia
12 Ethiopia
15 Egypt
18 Germany

326,692,609
197,110,568
143,369,014
104,578,301
95,386,225
80,631,852

How the outbreak of World War One scuppered one Welsh
sailor’s bid to start new life in Australia
Emigrating to Australia to start a new life, World
War One changed the fate of Cardiff seaman
Herbert Charles Willans. Jessica Flynn speaks to
another ex-pat seaman who discovered the touching
tale of Able Seaman Willans.
Walter Burroughs left Britain for Australia more
than 50 years ago, serving with the Merchant Navy
before transferring to the Royal Australian Navy.
During 1956 and 1957 Walter was a cadet at the
Reardon Smith Nautical College based in Fairwater,
Cardiff, which is now a housing estate, before going
to sea. He retired from the Navy as a commander
and now edits a local quarterly magazine called the
Naval Historical Review. It was in this role that he
first heard of the story of Herbert Willans after his
grave was discovered in Rabaul, Papua New
Guinea.
Born in Cardiff in 1888, Herbert enlisted into the Royal Navy on October 31, 1904 – a decade before the outbreak of
World War One – at the age of 16; his previous occupation was listed as errand boy. His Royal Naval Official No.
232899 indicates his rating as a member of the Communications/Signal Branch and his initial training was at HMS
Impregnable and later HMS Lion, both old converted ships-of-the-line based at Devonport, Plymouth. It is not
known why but after a relatively short period of service he was discharged, invalided.
By 1914 Herbert was in Adelaide, Australia, where he registered in the Naval Reserve. War was declared on August
4 and 10 days later an article was published in the Adelaide Register calling for volunteers from seamen who had
previously registered their names. That same day Willans reported for selection and medical examination at the
Naval Depot Largs, Port Adelaide, where he was accepted and became Able Seaman Willans serial No. 369 Royal
Australian Naval Reserve.
The next day he was sent with the South Australian quota of naval reservists to Williamstown Naval Depot in Port
Melbourne where they joined with around 100 of the Victoria group of seamen who had been similarly recruited.
The group left Melbourne by a special train on August 17 bound for Sydney, arriving the following day. After
assembling at Sydney Central Railway Station, they marched through the city streets to Man’O’War Steps, a small
wharf adjacent to where Sydney Opera House now stands. Here they boarded harbour ferries and were taken up
river to Cockatoo Island Dockyard. Finally they embarked aboard a converted P&O passenger liner which had been
hurriedly commissioned for war service as the Armed Merchant Cruiser HMAS Berrima.
The forward part of the vessel was set up to accommodate 600 naval reservists, and around 1,000 troops were
quartered. They were now all part of the Australian Naval & Military Expeditionary Force (ANMEF), with Herbert
listed amongst No. 6 Company RANR, mainly men from South Australia.Early the following morning Berrima
proudly flying the white ensign left Cockatoo Island, moved down harbour and by noon on August 19 they were
underway amidst the sounds of cheering crowds. They departed under sealed orders with the likes of Herbert not
knowing for what part of the world they were bound. The fledgling Australian Navy had been ordered north to help
search and destroy the German naval East Asiatic Squadron and also destroy their radio communication stations
strategically sited on various islands throughout their Pacific colonies.
Berrima sailed north via Moreton Bay, near Brisbane, where she met with HMAS Sydney before sailing to Palm
Island just north of Townsville. Here the troops received special training in tropical warfare. On September 2
Berrima was joined by the Australian submarines AE1 and AE2 and, in company with the cruisers HMA Ships
Sydney and Encounter, made their way inside the Barrier Reef to Port Moresby, where they refueled. With plans
finalised preparations were in place for the attack on the then German New Guinea. Despite the tropical heat being
severely felt in their crowded quarters the men were in high spirits.
Colonel Holmes wrote from aboard Berrima, when only 300 miles (480 kms) from their destination: “There is a
most excellent feeling on board, the discipline is of the best, food is good, and there is not a single case in hospital.”
As dawn broke on September 11 they steamed through St George’s Channel, rounded Cape Gazelle and came to
Herbertshohe (Kokopo) and anchored a short distance off shore. They had reached enemy territory at last, having
taken 24 days to cover the 1,965 miles (3,162 kms) from Sydney. The destroyers Warrego and Yarra were first to
arrive inshore and quickly landed most of their reservists at Kabakaul, with the object of capturing the German
wireless station, situated about five miles distant.
They were met by heavy opposition shortly after leaving the coastline as they made their way along this narrow bush
road, lined on both sides by dense tropical vegetation. The German-led native troops had entrenched themselves at a
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bend in the road, and it was here that the naval party were ambushed, fired upon from both trench, treetops and
surrounding bush. Reinforcements were called and they were then able to overcome the defenders. Then pushing
ahead along the track they faced and silenced further enemy resistance. Ultimately by about 7pm that evening the
wireless station was in the hands of the Australians. This day’s action cost the lives of seven Australians with a
further five wounded, the Germans lost one killed and one wounded but the native troops fared far worse with 30
killed and 10 wounded.
These casualties were Australia’s first losses in the Great War, with their names recorded and remembered on
memorials at Garden Island Naval Dockyard Chapel, at St Mark’s Chapel HMAS Cerberus and the National War
Memorial in Canberra. While Herbert’s name is also listed on these memorials he did not die during the Battle of
Bita Paka. It was three months later on Christmas Eve 1914, that he died at Rabaul. The cause of his death was
recorded as malignant malaria with complications.
Herbert had been temporarily posted as part of a steaming crew to the captured German prize SMS Komet when she
was taken south to Sydney. The ship was quickly converted to naval use and returned to New Guinea with Able
Seaman Willans a member of her crew – a number of the crew are known to have contracted malaria.
His original grave site was in the old Rabaul Cemetery but this was severely damaged during the Japanese
occupation in 1942. When the Bita Paka War Cemetery was established in 1950, the remains of those servicemen
buried at Rabaul and Kokopo were recovered and re-interred at the new site. The cemetery grounds which are
beautifully maintained are located in the area of the old German wireless station, a peaceful setting now, but which a
century past had been the cause of the Royal Australian Navy’s first casualties of war. Here lie the remains of 32
Commonwealth servicemen from World War One and 1,120 from World War Two.
Walter said: “We might spare a moment to reflect upon the fate of the young man from Cardiff who came to
Adelaide to start a new life – within days of war being declared he had volunteered for service and as an ex-sailor
was readily accepted. “He was to pay the ultimate sacrifice in far distant German New Guinea – a place almost
certainly completely unknown to him and his family.”

P&O’s largest and greenest yet
The Southampton-UK based cruise ship will be P&O’s largest and greenest yet and P&O Cruises is asking members
of the public to come up with a name for its largest ever cruise ship.
It recently launched a competition for a name for the vessel to be powered on liquefied natural gas and due to enter
service in Southampton in 2020. Able to carry 5,200 passengers it will be even bigger than BRITANNIA. (see
below)
Members of the public are being asked to make suggestions on its website. It will have a striking new exterior and
interior design and will comprehensively embrace the company’s classic and iconic features. It will also be the most
environmentally efficient ship in P&O Cruises history.
This new ship will be the first new launch for P&O Cruises in five years and will play a pivotal role in redefining the
brand and broadening our appeal It is therefore incredibly important that we have a name that reflects the ship’s
heritage as well as highlighting the array of new cruising experiences it will offer – something memorable and
dignified that reflects its position as the new star in our fleet. I encourage the general public to get their thinking caps
on but also to remember that naming a ship is akin to naming a child. The name is an inherent part of its personality
and is something that will sail with it for life!”.
Source : ITV News

2015 - The Britania of 141,000
tons, which can hold 3,647

passengers and boasts £1 million
worth of art, nine entertainment places
to keep the family occupied, including
a 936-seat theatre, four pools, and 13
places to eat. In total there are 1,837
cabins on board and 15 passenger
decks.
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City of Brisbane
Built in 1918 by Swan Hunter & Wigham of
Newcastle upon Tyne and owned by Ellerman
Lines, this 7,094 ton steel steamship was on a
voyage from London to Buenos Aires. She had a
three-cylinder triple-expansion engine.
On the 13th August 1918 The City of Brisbane
had left London and was making her way down
the Channel when one of the lookouts suddenly
shouted that he could see the wake of a torpedo.
Within moments the Brisbane had been struck
and the whole of the ship’s port side imploded,
leaving the engine room wide open to the sea.
Within minutes, the stern of the vessel was on the
sea bed, and the master hurriedly ordered the
crew to the lifeboats. All hands managed to get clear of the vessel. Thirty minutes later they watched the ship sink. A
torpedo fired from UB-57 had inflicted the deadly blow. She was the last victim of Oberleutnant Lohs in
UB57,before he and his entire crew died when it hit a mine outside it’s base the following day.
This wreck is reported to be upright, but broken in two parts and has a lot of dead mans fingers growing on the
exterior, which form the home of quite a few common crabs and various fish life. This can be interesting for photos
on a clear visibility day. The sea bed - a mixture of silt and clay can be easily disturbed. Colourful plumose
anemones are particularly notable. An abundance of mussels and starfish cling to the metal remnants of the
Brisbane. The bow stands between 5 and 6m proud and it is here that tubes and girders stand tall in a random
fashion, like porcupine’s spines. Other parts of the vessel present an assortment of massive plates that stand between
3 and 4m high.

Ellerman Lines
To continue the story Ellerman Lines was a UK cargo and passenger
shipping company that operated from the late nineteenth century and
into the twentieth century. It was founded in the late 19th century,
and continued to expand by acquiring smaller shipping lines until it
became one of the largest shipping firms in the World. Setbacks
occurred through heavy losses to its merchant fleet in the First and
Second World Wars but were overcome in each case.
The company suffered from competition and modernising trends in
the shipping industry that occurred in the second half of the 20th
century. Its shipping assets were subsequently sold off to larger
companies until the name was dropped in 2004, and Ellerman
finally ceased its long association with shipping.
John Reeves Ellerman was born in Hull, England on 15th May 1862, the son of a Hamburg merchant. He was to
become one of the most successful British shipping financiers of his time. He founded the Ellerman Line and
expanded it to become one of the biggest and most recognisable shipping lines of the British Merchant Navy. He
died on 16th July 1933 leaving a personal fortune of around £40 million.
He was succeeded by his son, who also shared his name, he was a scholarly and reclusive man. By the time the
second John Reeves Ellerman died in 1973 the fleet consisted of less than forty ships compared with over one
hundred in its prime.
The company was incorporated in 1892, by the businessmen John Ellerman, Christopher Furness and Henry
O’Hagan, who bought the assets of the Liverpool based shipping firm Frederick Leyland and Co Ltd. The company
started with an initial capital of £800,000 to buy the fleet of 22 vessels from the executors of Frederick Leyland, the
former head of Frederick Leyland and Co. Ellerman was initially the managing director, and Furness the chairman,
but Ellerman had taken on the role of chairman himself by 1893.
The company expanded in 1900 by acquiring 20 ships from the West India and Pacific Steamship Company. The
firm was then reorganised as Frederick Leyland (1900), and operated with a capital of £2,800,000. In 1901 the
company was bought by J. P. Morgan’s International Marine Mercantile Company, but Ellerman remained as
chairman, and the owner of 20 ships. He later acquired the Papayanni Steamship Company and eight of its ships. He
used these assets to form the London, Liverpool and Ocean Shipping Company, based at Moorgate in London.
The London, Liverpool and Ocean Shipping Company then went on to buy 50 percent of George Smith and Sons’
City Line, Glasgow, and 50 percent of the Hall Line Ltd in 1903. Its capital was further increased, and the name was
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changed to Ellerman Lines. The company had its head
offices in Liverpool and Glasgow, with a subsidiary
office in London. Further acquisitions followed. In
1904–05 the company bought McGregor, Gow and Co
of Liverpool, which was known as Glen Line. In 1908
the company bought Bucknall Steamship Lines who
operated on numerous routes between the United
Kingdom, South Africa, the near East and North
America.

fleet had been successfully rebuilt and expanded, to the
extent that the Ellerman groups owned a total 105 ships
with a combined capacity of 920,000 tons. This made
Ellerman’s one of the biggest fleets in the World. Its
ships were in four classes: mixed cargo and passenger
ships; cargo ships with limited passenger
accommodation; pure cargo ships; and short sea traders
for service in the Mediterranean. Many of these ships
were subsequently requisition by the UK Government,
whilst others were kept as cargo vessels to transport
supplies to the United Kingdom.

The Ellerman group of companies now occupied a
dominating position in the Mediterranean and Near
East. By 1914, the Ellerman group controlled four
subsidiary companies, Ellerman City Line, Ellerman
and Bucknall (Steamships) Company, Ellerman and
Papayanni Lines, and Hall Line.

Losses in the war were heavy, particularly to
Germany’s U-boat fleet. 41 ships were sunk by
submarines including the tragic loss of the City of
Benares, seven by air attacks, three by mines and one
by a surface raider. In total, the Ellerman Group lost 60
ships out of its fleet of 105.

Ellerman’s position as a major shipping firm meant that
a large portion of its fleet was requisitioned by the
British Government on the outbreak of the First World
War, for use as troop ships, munitions carriers, or for
conversion into armed merchant cruisers to augment
the Royal Navy. Ellerman continued to operate a
skeletal service with its remaining ships, and in 1916
Ellerman personally bought Wilson Line of Hull,
bringing 67 short-sea vessels into service with the
company.

As with the period after the losses of the First World
War, a new building programme was undertaken. A
new policy meant the building of fast steam cargo liners
that carried no more than a dozen passengers in
considerable comfort. Crew accommodation was
likewise improved. The focus was on re-building their
international trade routes and to this end they purchased
outright 12 cargo ships from the Government which
they had managed in the war. By 1952, 25 of these new
style 12-passenger ships had entered service, making
for a total of 45 new vessels since the war, and with a
further 14 for use on the Portuguese trade routes and
Mediterranean services. By 1953 Ellerman’s fleet had
been almost completely rebuilt, consisting of a total of
94 ships with a carrying capacity of 900,000 tons.

The Wilson operation was renamed Ellerman’s Wilson
Line and traded as a separate entity with its own
distinctive livery of red funnel with a black top and
most of the vessels had dark green hulls. This was a
complete contrast to the buff funnels with a black top
and white dividing line used by the grey hulled
Ellerman Lines’ vessels.
Calypso, launched in 1897. Ellerman Wilson Lines
acquired her in 1920 as World War I reparations.

In 1967, as containerisation began to rationalise the
World’s shipping services, Ellerman Lines (excluding
the Wilson operation) controlled 59 oceangoing vessels.

“Heavy losses were suffered by the various
companies controlled by Sir John Ellerman. In all, 103
ocean vessels, with a total cargo capacity of 600,000 to
750,000 tons, were destroyed. These included the liner
City of Athens mined off Cape Town in Aug. 1917.
City of Winchester (1914) was the first merchant vessel
to be destroyed in the war, being captured by the
German cruiser Königsberg, while homeward bound
from India with a very valuable cargo of produce.
Another liner belonging to the Ellerman fleets was
mined far from Europe. The City of Exeter, a fine
passenger ship, struck a mine in the Indian Ocean,
about 400 m. from Bombay. Number 1 hold filled at
once, and the master gave orders for the passengers and
crew to leave the ship. Then the master and chief
engineer returned and, at grave risk, made a thorough
examination of the ship. They decided that, with the
exercise of the greatest care, the crippled vessel could
reach Bombay under her own steam. The passengers
reembarked and the vessel safely arrived in port.”

Trading was however becoming more difficult with
newly independent nations, such as India, setting up
their own shipping companies. The nature of shipping
was also changing, with the advent of containerisation.
In 1966 Ellerman Lines joined the Associated
Container Transportation (ACT) Group consortium and
started the successful containerisation of its
Mediterranean services. By the early 1970s the
Ellerman group had expanded its commercial interests
into other areas, including hotels, brewing and printing.
In 1973 it merged all its shipping companies into one
division.
Ten years later its profitability had plummeted and it
was making heavy losses. The whole business was then
sold to the Barclay brothers. In 1985 the shipping
business was bought by its management, then sold to
the Trafalgar House conglomerate, which merged it
with its ownership of the Cunard Line to form CunardEllerman in 1987. In 1991 they passed it to the Andrew
Weir Shipping Group, who sold it to Hamburg Süd in
2003. In 2004 the name was dropped and Ellerman
Lines ceased to exist………...

Ellerman Lines sought to restore a pre-war level of
service after the end of the war. This involved
obtaining several German liners as well as placing
orders for new ships. Before long the old networks of
passenger and cargo services had been restored. John
Ellerman died a baronet with a fortune of £37 million
in 1933.
By 1939 and the outbreak of the Second World War the
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Food for Thought
Among the more audacious foreign policy
documents agreed to by an Indian Prime
Minister in recent years, the India-United
States “Joint Vision Statement on AsiaPacific and the Indian Ocean Region” has
come in a certain context. The reference here
is not just to the Chinese advance in the
Indian Ocean, but to the fervent efforts of two
successive Prime Ministers, Manmohan Singh
and now Narendra Modi, to awaken India to
its maritime potential and responsibilities.
For Dr Singh, the lesson was derived from his
intellectual understanding of India’s economy
and transoceanic engagement. For Mr Modi,
the derivation is more instinctual, coming as
he does from a coastal state, Gujarat, with a
long tradition of sea-faring traders. His thrust,
as that of Dr Singh before him, is ranged
against the continentalism of strategic
thinking in New Delhi, which would rather
obsess with the regions to India’s west and
see India as the base of the Eurasian heartland
and of Central Asia. In such a framework, it is
difficult to conceptualise India as sitting at the
top of Southeast Asia and the waters of the
Indian Ocean system.
Over 90 per cent of India’s international trade (by volume) is dependent on the sea. Yet, the 1,100 odd merchant
ships that bear the Indian flag make up only two per cent of global capacity and carry a mere 10 per cent of India’s
global trade. In contrast, seven per cent of all Merchant Navy workers, anywhere in the world, are Indian. The sea is
critical to India’s military and economic security. A revival in shipbuilding, historically an Indian comparative
advantage, will have implications for both cargo vessels as well as the Navy.
There was a time when Bombay Docks and the shipbuilding prowess of the Wadia family had made India a leader in
ship making. HMS Trincomalee, the oldest extant warship of the Royal Navy — to be fair it is a sailing frigate,
going back to the 19th century, and has more heritage value than utility — was built in Bombay Docks. Today, all
that is the stuff of trivia and little else.
Building ships in India is a healthy aspiration and integral to the “Make in India” mission. Yet, it cannot be done
without policy overhaul, infrastructure upgrade and international collaboration. For example, 41 naval ships are at
various stages of building or design in Indian shipyards. This comprises the Navy’s entire order book and includes
the proposed aircraft carrier INS Vishal, to be built in Kochi using Indian steel. Having said that, without an
arrangement with the US that allows integration of American technology, this aircraft carrier will not be the big leap
the Indian Navy needs.
It is the same with commercial ships, including the LNG super-tankers for which India wants to partner South
Korean companies. While the latter hold best-in-class intellectual property in this regard, they will be wary of
committing to a big construction project in an India that does not have adequate shipyards. That apart, the frustrating
experience of Posco, the South Korean giant that is still trying to set up a steel facility in Orissa, has travelled far and
wide: to India’s detriment.
Capacity and policy are a function of ambition. Here too India has underplayed, undersold and undermined its sealinked possibilities. Take fishing. Despite such remarkable access to the deep sea, 90 per cent of India’s fishing is in
coastal waters. Indian fishing companies have neither the gumption nor the investment to go further and grow their
businesses. They are happier picking small fry, literally and otherwise. This has ecological consequences in that it
severely affects coastal fish populations.
There is also the question of provoking the neighbourhood. The fishing war with Sri Lanka is not really about small
Indian fishermen accidentally straying into Sri Lankan waters. That may be the popular mythology and suit
nationalist perception in Tamil Nadu and India. The fact is Indian fishing companies frequently use trawlers and
sophisticated equipment to hijack waters from relatively modest Sri Lankan fishermen. Once more the vast seas that
surround India, and the prospect of deep-sea fishing, is not explored.
Finally, there are the blunders of India’s cabotage policy. As per the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, only ships
bearing the Indian flag can carry cargo from one Indian port to another. Meant to boost domestic shipping
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companies, this protectionist policy has had quite a different impact. It has actually deterred investment in Indian
shipping and enriched ports in other countries.
If an American or Norwegian ship carrying cargo for Mumbai port and as well as Kochi port comes to India, it
cannot carry cargo or travel between Mumbai and Kochi. It must then unload the cargo for Kochi in Mumbai — and
find an Indian ship to do the domestic leg, from Mumbai to Kochi. This has had two results. First, foreign ships
simply bypass India and go to ports like Colombo, from where they do multiple trips to India to Mumbai and back to
Colombo and then to Kochi, for example. This is expensive and inefficient. It also gives business to Colombo 90 per
cent of cargo coming into or exiting the port there is India related that should have come to an Indian port and city.
In the past five years, Colombo port has gone through a massive expansion, including with Chinese support, largely
to continue to exploit India’s cabotage policy.
Second, Indian coastal shipping companies are happy to service big international ships and carry cargo from one
Indian port to the next. They do not have the competition or the incentive to want to incorporate large ocean-worthy
ships. They are content with second-class vessels that sail in fairly shallow waters, live off a bad policy and survive
on lobbying. Not surprisingly, politics creeps in. A leading Maharashtra politician and his family have interests in
coastal shipping and are significant beneficiaries of this short-sighted cabotage policy.
The Modi-Obama vision statement on the Indian Ocean cannot reach a satisfactory conclusion without India acting
on the deficiencies and distortions referred to above. The sea is vital for India, but the flag and trade need to sail in
unison. Without ambitious sea commerce, there is little point in dreaming of a strong Navy.
Note:- India, officially the Republic of India, is a country in South Asia. It is the seventh-largest country by area, the
second-most populous country, and the most populous democracy in the world. It is bounded by the Indian Ocean on
the south, the Arabian Sea on the southwest, and the Bay of Bengal on the southeast.

What a Story
Sometimes in life, the guy with the
drunken,
so-crazy-it-just-might-work
ideas hits one out of the park and saves
the day. This is clearly what happened in
1942 aboard the HNLMS Abraham
Crijnssen, the last Dutch warship
standing after the Battle of the Java Sea.
Originally planning to escape to
Australia with three other warships, the
then-stranded minesweeper had to make
the voyage alone and unprotected. The
slow-moving vessel could only get up to
about 15 knots and had very few guns,
boasting only a single 3-inch gun and
two Oerlikon 20 mm canons — making
it a sitting duck for the Japanese bombers
that circled above.
Knowing their only chance of survival was to make it to the Allies Down Under, the Crijnssen’s 45 crew members
frantically brainstormed ways to make the retreat undetected. The winning idea? Turn the ship into an island.
You can almost hear crazy-idea guy anticipating his shipmates’ reluctance: “Now guys, just hear me out…” But
lucky for him, the Abraham Crijnessen was strapped for time, resources and alternative means of escape,
automatically making the island idea the best idea. Now it was time to put the plan into action.
The crew went ashore to nearby islands and cut down as many trees as they could lug back onto the deck. Then the
timber was arranged to look like a jungle canopy, covering as much square footage as possible. Any leftover parts of
the ship were painted to look like rocks and cliff faces — these guys weren’t messing around.
Now, a camouflaged ship in deep trouble is better than a completely exposed ship. But there was still the problem of
the Japanese noticing a mysterious moving island and wondering what would happen if they shot at it. Because of
this, the crew figured the best means of convincing the Axis powers that they were an island was to truly be an
island: by not moving at all during daylight hours.
While the sun was up they would anchor the ship near other islands, then cover as much ocean as they could once
night fell — praying the Japanese wouldn’t notice a disappearing and reappearing island amongst the nearly 18,000
existing islands in Indonesia. And, as luck would have it, they didn’t.
The Crijnssen managed to go undetected by Japanese planes and avoid the destroyer that sank the other Dutch
warships, surviving the eight-day journey to Australia and reuniting with Allied forces.
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Once upon a time there was a king who wanted to go

After a check-up, a doctor asked his patient: “Is
there anything you’d like to discuss?” “Well,” said the
patient, “I was thinking about getting a vasectomy.”
“That’s a big decision. Have you talked it over with
your family?” “Yes, we took a vote … and they’re in
favour of it 15 to 2.”

fishing. He called the royal weather forecaster and
enquired as to the weather forecast for the next few
hours. The weatherman assured him that there was no
chance of rain in the coming days.

So the king went fishing with his wife, the Queen. On
the way he met a farmer on his donkey. Upon seeing
the King the farmer said, “Your Majesty, you should
return to the palace at once because in just a short time
I expect a huge amount of rain to fall in this area”. The
king was polite and considerate, he replied: “I hold the
palace meteorologist in high regard. He is an
extensively educated and experienced professional.
And besides, I pay him very high wages. He gave me a
very different forecast. I trust him and I will continue
on my way.”

Paddy was working at the fish plant in Cork when

he accidentally cut off all 10 of his fingers. He went to
the emergency room in Cork’s hospital. The doctor
looked at Paddy and said, “Lets be avin’ da fingers and
I’ll see what oi can do”. Paddy said, “Oi haven’t got da
fingers.” “Whadda ya mean you haven’t got dafingers?
Lord Tunderin’ Jesus, it’s 2015 We’s got microsurgery
and all kinds of incredible techniques. I could have put
dem back on and made you like new! Why didn’t ya
bring da fingers?’ And Paddy said, “How da eck was I
spose to pick them up !!!”

So he continued on his way. However, a short time later
a torrential rain fell from the sky. The King and Queen
were totally soaked and their entourage chuckled upon
seeing them in such a shameful condition. Furious, the
king returned to the palace and gave the order to fire
the weatherman at once! Then he summoned the farmer
and offered him the prestigious and high paying role of
royal forecaster. The farmer
said, “Your Majesty, I do not
know
anything
about
forecasting. I obtain my
information from my donkey.
If I see my donkey’s ears
drooping, it means with
certainty that it will rain. “So
the king hired the donkey.

SEQ SLOP CHEST
Metal MN Lapel Badges
$8 00 each
Metal Vindicatrix Lapel Badges
$5.00 each
MN Blazer Badges
$22.00 each
MN Blazer Badges
$15.00 each
MN Cap Badge
$17.00 each
Club Shirt (to order)
$50.00 each
Club Caps
$15.00 each
MN Poppy Badge
$20.00 each
All Communications to
Brian Hunt on 07 5513 0178

Preferably email at:- brian.hunt8@bigpond.com

Two Glasgow boys, Archie and Jock, are sitting in
the pub discussing Jock’s forthcoming wedding.

“Aye, it’s all going like magic,” says Jock. “I’ve got
everything organised already: the flowers, the church,
the cars, the reception, the rings, the minister, even ma
stag
night…”
Archie
nods
approvingly.
“Hell, I’ve even bought a kilt to be
married in!” continues Jock. “A
kilt?” exclaims Archie, “That’s
grand, you’ll look pure smart in
that! And what’s the tartin?”
“Ach,” says Jock, “I imagine she’ll
be in white.”
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