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Anchors Aweigh
Remembrance Day 2018
On a beautiful clear day with a quick head count 14
members of our Association attended the
Remembrance Day service and re-enactment hosted
by the Tweed Heads RSL. in the Chris Cunningham
Park, Tweed Heads. Marking the 100th anniversary of
Armistice Day, one of many Remembrance Day
services held around the world.
We all found it very moving not only with the
costumes but the gunfire and the smoke made it very
real and compelling, there were thousands there and
only by careful planning were we able to get a seat.
We didn't get any pics ourselves as in the panic when
the battery failed in the camera, was left in the car.
The panic being that we had been up to the Point
Danger MN Monument and lowering the Red Ensign
and saying our prayers before rushing back to the
ceremony and laying a wreath.
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Xmas message from the President
Wow where has this year gone, so much has happened but on the
Association side a year of consolidation, the euphoria of the
dedication of the monument is behind us and we are now in to the
phase of using it. Maintenance wise, just the occasional bird dropping cleaning,
but we will have to look at a bit of rust coming from the anchor. It continues to
be viewed by thousands and is an added attraction at Point Danger.
As I pen this letter, plans are afoot for the Centenary of the Armistice on
Remembrance Day, once again we will be flying the Red Ensigns, as our mark
of respect and laying a couple of wreaths, which will be followed by the main
service at the Twin Towns RSL.
On a personal note, Eileen and I celebrated our Diamond Wedding Anniversary,
with a cruise from Perth to Tilbury, London and spent 32 days in the UK seeing
our relatives and friends, that was a real blast. Thank you to Terry, Graham &
Stephen for looking after the Association so well whilst we were away.
On the downside we lost three members this year Norman Armstrong, Gary (Spud ) Murphy and Michael
Fitzsimons, to their family and friends a heartfelt wish that over this festive season it doesn’t bring too much
pain in remembrance.
No one is immune to the trials and tribulations of life so after the debacle of the Qld Government people
(incorporation ) knocking back our elected Secretary Gary Voysey as he lived too far over the border. An Extra
Special Meeting on the 17th October we managed to get a Secretary, much to everyone’s relief, particularly me.
Her name is Narelle Standen and was previously the secretary of the Australian Navy Association until they
closed down two years ago. Narelle achieved to be a Lieutenant and is therefore more than qualified, at the
election she was congratulated by cheering instead of the usual polite applause, I’m wondering what she made of
that?
As I write we still have a few members on the sick list, Walter Backhouse has had a fall and broken a bone in his
hip, luckily enough he won’t need surgery, but is still in hospital. Patricia Armstrong and Christine Purvis
continue to improve at home, not so Jean Burrow down in Sydney, chemo etc. is giving her a very hard time, our
thoughts and prayers go out to her and Allan.
In conclusion from my family to yours, I wish you all a special Merry Xmas, keep well, keep safe, and
come back re invigorated next year. May the spirit of Christmas be with you all.
Brian Hunt, President

Do You Believe in Fairies
The six-year saga of the Titanic II continues. Clive Palmer, the Australian mining tycoon and politician behind the
project, has controversially announced that the European headquarters of his Blue Star Line cruise company will be
based in Paris as of 2019, rather than London as originally planned – with the blame rested at the feet of Brexit.
“It is of little use having a European headquarters outside Europe,” Mr Palmer said in a statement in Brisbane. “The
decision will mean we won't open our European office until March 2019”, he continued, “with Paris being ideally
placed to suit the company's needs”.
News of Mr Palmer's plan to build Titanic II first surfaced back in 2012. At the time of the initial announcement, the
billionaire's escapades were prolific in the Australian national press and no one took the revelation particularly
seriously. Especially given the rather rambling and mildly comical nature of the announcement.
“It will be a ship of peace,” he said at the time. “We will complete the journey. We will sail into New York. On the
ship that they designed. That they envisaged. “Titanic comes from
a time when the world was different”, his love letter to the past
continued. “When there was a different culture, different ways of
living. When people worked with each other more. And as James
Cameron reminds us... my heart will go on.”
Ever the eccentric, Mr Palmer created the Palmer United Party
and was elected (in a Trump-like triumph that left the nation more
than a little surprised) as a MP back in 2013. He quickly became
known for sleeping through question time and turning up to
parliament in his silver Bentley.
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Introducing our New Secretary
As the new Secretary of your Association I would like to introduce myself.
I joined the Royal Australian Navy Nursing Service in 1974 and rose to the
rank of Lieut. I served in HMAS Cerberus, Penguin and PNGDF Patrol
Boat Base Lombrum (formally HMAS Tarangau).
I joined the Twin Towns Sub Section of the Naval Association of Australia
in1999 serving on the committee then Secretary/Treasurer until 2017 when
the subsection was forced to close. Hope to gradually get to know
everyone in time.
I would also like to pass on my Christmas greetings at this time and wish
all our members and friends a happy new year.
Narelle Standen.

Michael Edward Fitzsimons

Keel Whispers

20/07/1936 – 14/11/2018

The laying of the keel of a ship is one of the significant
dates in that ship’s life. The date in effect marks the
birth of the ship. The keel of a ship is the primary foreand-aft part of a ship’s frame. It runs along the bottom
connecting the stem and the stern. In a wooden or older
steel ship, the keel extends the whole length of the
vessel. Attached to it are the stem (the foremost steel
part forming the bow), sternpost (the upright structural
member at the stern) and the ribs of the vessel. This
definition reflects how ships were customarily built.

Michael joined our association
in 2013 as a very ardent
supporter, he was introduced
by Robert Armstrong, as
Robert knew him from his
years on the waterfront in
Sydney. His MN interest was
prompted by his father who
had served in the Australian
merchant navy for more than
30 years. At all official
functions Michael always
wore his fathers medals with pride.

For ship fans, the date of a keel laying is of interest, for
the duration between it and the date of launching of a
ship is an indication of the complexity of the
engineering and logistics involved and of the efficiency
of the shipbuilder.

Michael had a 90% attendance at meetings and socials
and had become a permanent fixture at raising our
flags and laying wreaths, he was always one of the
first to volunteer for any job that was asked of him, in
fact he stuck his hand up to take over the treasury
when his mate Robert had to resign, this he did for
over a year.

A keel-laying ceremony is an informal affair arranged,
for the most part, by the ship’s builder. Traditionally,
after gathering and a short address, a section of keel is
lowered into place onto a cradle on the ways. A keellaying ceremony traditionally invites good luck in the
construction of the ship and throughout her life.
Chaplains of various faiths say a few words of blessing
that the ship may be protected, and older customs may
take place. Whatever the customs, the intent is to keep
the ceremony short, simple and in accordance with the
traditions of the sea.

Michael was one of those quiet achievers, always in
the background but always one of the first to stick his
hand up, he was a dab hand at Bunnings BBQ’s whilst
we were fund raising for the monument. His
generosity also extended to never forgetting to bring a
prize for the raffle at meetings.

During a keel-laying a ship is referred to by her
builder's hull number in preference to her name, as the
ceremony at which the ship is named occurs later with
the launching of the ship. And it has not been unknown
for a ship’s name to be changed whilst she is still under
construction.

On Sunday the 11th Remembrance day, three days
before his passing, he was as usual with me at the
monument raising and lowering the flags and laying a
wreath, when my car refused to start with a flat battery
he stayed with me until help arrived, he then forwent
the pint of dark brown amber fluid he loved, to get
home to Doreen to prepare a lunch for her, whilst my
car was still running.

BUT modern ship construction dictates now and
forever that ships can be built using modules/sections
with out an actual keel being laid. Be it a tanker, cruise
ship or war ship, ship construction has changed as well
as its engine, fuel, navigation equipment, propulsion
method and steering, not to mention conservation of
wastes etc.

I more than anybody in the association will miss him
as he was always number one to ring, he passed away
in his sleep indicating his work was done, rest in peace
my friend.
Brian Hunt
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More news from Al Glasson. After I retired, my
wife insisted that I accompany her on her trips to
Target. Unfortunately, like most men, I found shopping
boring and preferred to get in and get out. Equally
unfortunate, my wife is like most women - she loves to
browse. Yesterday my dear wife received the following
letter from the local Target department store.

Ship for Brains……

A ferry managed to
crash side-on into a huge stationary container ship in
the middle of a calm Mediterranean Sea. The Tunisianregistered Ulysse rammed 66,000 ton CSL Virginia
causing a 600-ton fuel spill. Investigators now want to
know how the Ulysse’s captain failed to spot the l,000ft
long, 150ft-high container ship in 970,000sq miles of
open water. Weather conditions and visibility were
good when the 530ft Ulysse struck while doing 21mph
on its way from Genoa to its home port of Tunis.

Dear Mrs Glasson
Over the past six months, your husband has caused
quite a commotion in our store. We cannot tolerate this
behaviour and have been forced to ban both of you
from the store. Our complaints against your husband,
Mr Glasson, are listed below and are documented by
our video surveillance cameras:-

CSL Virginia, registered in Cyprus and carrying no
cargo, was anchored 20 miles off the French island of
Corsica. The ships were yesterday still embedded as
maritime authorities worked out how to free them.
France and Italy have launched an operation to cleanup the fuel which spilled from CSL Virginia’s ruptured
tanks.

Took 24 boxes of
condoms and randomly
put them in other
people’s carts when
they weren’t looking.
Set all the alarm clocks
in Housewares to go
off
at
5-minute
intervals. Went to the
Service Desk and tried
to put a bag of M&Ms
on layby. Moved a
“CAUTION” wet floor
sign to a carpeted area.
Set up a tent in the
camping
department
and told the children
shoppers he’d invite them in if they would bring
pillows and blankets from the bedding department to
which twenty children obliged.

French environment minister Francois de Rugy flew
over the crash scene by helicopter before condemning
the “abnormal behaviour” of the Ulysse but said it was
too early to say exactly what had happened. De Rugy
added they were working hard and doing everything so
that this accident does not have ecological
consequences. No one was injured in the smash. French
officials have launched an investigation into criminal
pollution.
Neil Syson The Sun

Looked right into the security camera and used it as a
mirror while he picked his nose. While handling guns
in the hunting department, he asked the salesman where
the antidepressants were.
When an announcement came over the loud speaker, he
assumed a foetal position and screamed “Oh No! It’s
those voices again!” And last, but not least: Went into
a fitting room, shut the door, waited awhile, and then
yelled very loudly, “Help! there’s no toilet paper in
here.”

One comment:- Well, this “incident” takes the biscuit.
Do you remember when we had 1,000s of ships sailing
the seven seas with few serious collisions AND
proficient seafarers in all departments? Yes, we all can.
This recent “incident” was reported in our national
newspapers today and it's a sad reflection on today's
seafarers.
CAN
YOU
BELIEVE
SOME
INTERLECTUALS ACTUALLY WANT TO HAVE
UNMANNED VESSELS AT SEA?

A Greek merchant ship dating back more than

2,400 years has been found intact at the bottom of the
Black Sea. It's being hailed as the world's officially
oldest intact shipwreck.

The 23 metre long vessel still possesses its rudder and
rowing benches, while the remains of the hold are also
still intact. A lack of oxygen in the water allows the
ship to stay in such good shape for so long, and at
2,000 metres below the surface it is too far for modern
divers to reach.

During a visit to my doctor, I asked
him, “How do you determine whether or
not an older person should be put in a
Care Home?”
“Well,” he said, “we fill up a bathtub,
then we offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a
bucket to the person to empty the
bathtub.” “Oh, I understand,” I said. “A
normal person would use the bucket
because it is bigger than the spoon or the teacup.” “No”
he said. “A normal person would pull the plug, would
you like a bed near the window or door?”

The ship's cargo remains unknown, with the group of
Anglo-Bulgarian explorers hoping to secure more
funding to delve deeper, and uncover more
information.
The team hope to go back down and extract items from
the cargo hold to learn more about the ship's history.
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Shaw Savill Line
QSMV Dominion Monarch

The largest Liner of its kind ever to be built

At the time of her building, the
QSMV
(Quadruple
Screw
Motor
Vessel)
Dominion
Monarch was the most powerful
motor liner in the world and the
largest ship operating full time
on the Australasian trade. Shaw
Savill already had a great deal
of experience in operating all
first class only passenger
services and was able to assure
their guests a unique luxury
voyage. Dominion Monarch
with 525 passengers, combined
with her crew passenger ratio,
offered a service that is
unequalled to this day.
She was an unusual ship as her design was that of a large passenger-cargo liner, with a relatively small passenger
complement considering her size. To this day, Dominion Monarch remains the largest (all first class) cargo
passenger liner ever to be built. Many larger, faster passenger liners would later serve on the Australasian service,
however, with the eventual demise of the Dominion Monarch, the era of deluxe traditional sea travel ended. She
departed from Australasian and New Zealand waters in 1962 a victim of larger passenger liners carrying greater
passenger numbers in multiple or one class, thus they were more economical to operate.
Builder - Swan Hunter and Wigham Richardson, Wallsend-on-Tyne, England. Built for Shaw Savill Albion
Completed - January 1939
GRT - 27,155 tons
Length - 207.8 m / 682 ft
Width - 25.9 m / 84 ft, 6 inches
Draught - 34 feet
Propulsion - 4 Doxford 5 cylinder opposed-piston Diesel engines
Screws - Quadruple
Service speed - 21.5 knots
Passengers - 525 passengers (508 in 1947), all first class
Passenger decks - 6
Crew - 385
Port of registry - Southampton
Livery - Black hull, white superstructure, buff and black funnels red boot topping
Holds - 6, carrying around 3,600 tons of general cargo and 12,800 tons of frozen meat or dairy produce
The Dominion Monarch was launched at 3.30 p.m. on July 27th, 1938, by Lady Essendon, the wife of the Chairman
of Furness Withy and Company Ltd. MV Dominion Monarch was the largest ship built on the Tyne since the
Mauretania. Late in January 1939, she had her sea trials off St Abbs Head, after which she was delivered to Shaw
Savill.
On February 17th, she commenced her seven week maiden voyage from the King George V Dock, London to
Wellington New Zealand via Southampton, (where passengers boarded), Tenerife, Cape Town, Durban, Fremantle
(arriving on March 11th, 1939, having set a new record for the ‘Cape’ route), Melbourne and Sydney. The service
was promoted as “The Clipper Route,” with fares commencing with £58. On April 25th, she departed from
Wellington for Sydney and her return leg to the UK.
Accommodation was provided on a lavish scale for 525 first class passengers (after her refit in 1947 – 508
passengers). 160 single berth cabins, as well as 182 multiple berth cabins, including two deluxe suites, having a
double bedroom, sitting room, bathroom, and a lobby. A good number of cabins had private facilities. Passengers
had the use of six decks - Games deck – Lounge deck – Promenade deck and A - B & C decks.
The public rooms consisted of a Lounge, Drawing Room, Writing Room, Smoke Room, Palm Court, Verandah,
Cinema, and the Restaurant. Majority of the public rooms were located on the Lounge Deck with the Entrance Foyer
forward. Aft of the Foyer was the spacious Lounge. Aft again was the Writing Room on the starboard side, whilst
the Drawing Room was on the port side. Aft again was the classic Smoke Room, which had a dramatic period
design, with a large fireplace. Aft on Lounge deck was the delightful Verandah, which doubled as the cinema.
Forward on Promenade deck was the popular Palm Court overlooking the bow. Aft of the room was the bar, which
had a mural depicting the English countryside. Aft of the Promenade deck was the 24 ft x 16 ft swimming pool as
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well as the gymnasium.

luxurious all first class cargo passenger liner ever built!
A ship that was one of a kind, one that will never been
seen again!

During her second voyage, Great Britain and France
declared war with Germany. Dominion Monarch was
outward bound going through the Australian Bight
when war broke out. An announcement was made over
the tannoy just as dinner was being served.

Reuben Goossens
Editor:- But….. the ship was plagued with Liverpool,
Irish and Scots crews vicious fighting, so not a happy
ship in one regard and one to avoid.

She was despatched to Sydney were she was fitted with
light armament and returned to the UK via the
hazardous Indian and Atlantic Oceans. Upon arrival,
Dominion Monarch she was laid up, as it was
considered that she was far too luxurious to be used as
a trooper. She returned to her Australasian service until
August 1940, when the British Government
requisitioned her. She was stripped of her fine fittings
and was fitted out with 3,556 berths. She was painted
grey and commenced her service as a trooper. In all she
carried over 29,000 American and British military
personal and brought thousands of wounded soldiers
home.
The Dominion Monarch was returned to Shaw Savill in
1948, after a refit she recommenced her regular duties.
On many occasions, whilst Dominion Monarch was in
Wellington New Zealand during the early sixties, the
youthful author, employed in the shipping industry as
an office boy, spent a great deal of time on this fine
liner, enjoying the beauty of her classic appointments. I
recall the joyful departures with the brass band playing
and colourful streamers thrown by passengers leaning
over the rails saying goodbye to their loved ones on the
quay. Sadly, during the mid sixties the Australasian
luxury passenger market was rapidly declining. All too
often, she would depart with just a small complement
of passengers, therefore the time came when Shaw
Savill had to decide that this grand liner had simply
become uneconomic and was to be sold.

With the Suez article in the last newsletter I
wonder if you have any knowledge of a story I
heard when in Port Said in 1958 regarding the blown
up statue of De Lesseps on the quayside there? When I
was there the top half of the statue was missing leaving
just the bottom stump and I asked older seamen how
that came about.
This is the story I was told, when the British soldiers
were leaving they lashed a Union flag to the top and on
their way down smothered the statue with axle grease.
The Egyptians were unable to climb up to remove it so
finally blew it up. Whether this is true or not I do not
know but I wondered if any others knew the story.
Phil Hughes

On December 30, 1961, the Dominion Monarch
departed London for her last voyage down under. Her
farewell departures from New Zealand and Australasian
ports were sad occasions for past passengers and ship
lovers. I was dockside as she departed Wellington for
the last time. Lasting memories for me were her three
long blasts on her horn and her sailing majestically out
of Wellington Harbour. The largest Liner of its kind
had left; few other ships had the impact on ship
enthusiasts. Dominion Monarch had a graceful beauty,
a beauty not seen since.

The 33 foot bronze
statue of Ferdinand de
Lesseps was erected on
a concrete base at the
entrance of the Suez
Canal, in honour of the
French diplomat and
developer of the canal.
The statue’s right hand
welcomes
visitors
entering the Suez Canal
at Port Said, or as some
say the outstretched
hand indicated that the
way was now open to
the East. and his left hand holds the map of the canal.

She was leased from June to November 1962 as a hotel
ship for the Seattle World Fair. She was moored at Pier
51, Elliot Bay. However, the demand for accommodation at

the Exhibition seemed to be far less than had been predicted,
and thus her American charterer lost a US$200,000 on her
and they concluded her charter. The Exhibition closed on
October 21st. Towards the end of her Seattle stay, her

funnels were painted by her new owners, featuring a
diamond shaped insignia of and was renamed
Dominion Monarch Maru. The Dominion Monarch
Maru departed Seattle with her dignity intact and sailed
for Osaka where she arrived on November 25th, 1962,
where she was broken up.

It was sculpted by Emmanuel Frémiet and was erected
on November 17th 1899. In response to the 1956 Suez
Crisis, the statue was destroyed by dynamite on
December 24, 1956 by Yahia Al Shaer, a member of
the Egyptian resistance.

Dominion Monarch had a dignified 24-year career,
even though it being a short life compared to most other
liners, she remains one of the most impressive

The statue was restored by the Paris-based Association
des Amis du Canal de Suez, and is now located in a
shipyard park in Port Fouad.
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Lost Treasure Ship President
Divers have found remains of lost treasure ship President at Loe Bar - one of Cornwall’s richest shipwrecks. The
final voyage of the President includes an account of a sea battle with pirates, a great storm and how the only two
survivors were attacked by Cornishmen on the shore
Divers have discovered cannons and an anchor thought to be
from one of the richest treasure ships ever to be wrecked on the
coast of Cornwall. The 17th century merchant ship President
was returning home from India with a rich cargo including
diamonds and pearls.
The tale of the ship, an East Indiaman, includes hair-raising
accounts of sea battles with pirates, extreme hunger and hitting
a deadly storm within sight of Cornwall. Only two sailors
survived the shipwreck in Mount’s Bay at Loe Bar, near
Porthleven - who were then set upon by two Cornishmen who
tried to rob them on the beach, but saved by a passing
horseman. Now, the shifting sands off the treacherous bar have
revealed fascinating finds from the wreck.
An engraving of an East Indiaman merchant ship, typical of
the type used at the time of the President. This image dates
from around 1650….
The East India Company ship President came to grief in
February, 1684, carrying down nearly all her crew as well as a
“very rich lading, modestly judged of no less than a hundred
thousand pounds … with much treasure of pearl, and
diamonds”.
Now the rediscovery of the site thought to be this wreck opens up a new chapter in the maritime history of Cornwall,
linking these shores to a time when huge fortunes were made and lost in the ‘Enterprise of the Indies’.
The dive team from Cornwall Maritime Archaeology is headed by novelist and archaeologist David Gibbins and by
Mark Milburn, who runs Atlantic Scuba in Penryn. Mr Gibbins said: “The site was first reported by divers twenty
years ago and was designated under the Protection of Wrecks Act 1973. Mark and I are licensed by Historic England
to monitor the wreck, but for many years it has been covered by sand.
Loe Bar is usually a dangerous place to dive – the entry and exit are treacherous even with the smallest of waves.
The recent period of calm weather has allowed us to get in for the first time in months.” Mr Milburn said: “During
our dive we were thrilled to discover seven cannons and an anchor at the site, only a few metres from shore in less
than seven metres depth. “We were exploring an area where artefacts had never previously been recorded, and we
realised we were looking at new finds. With every storm the sand can shift to reveal new treasures. It was incredibly
exciting to see something that nobody has ever seen before.”
The success of the President in defeating the pirates was not repeated in their battle against the elements on the
return voyage. They sailed with the wind “in their Teeth”, unable to make shore and re-provision. After 11 weeks
they were so reduced by thirst and starvation that they ate the ship’s dog, which was described as “a delicate
Banquet”. Overcome with hunger and with the crew unable to work the ship, the President was swept into the
encircling arms of Mount’s Bay.

SOS - When was it first used?
The use of the SOS signal was first introduced in Germany as part of a set of
national radio regulations, effective 1st April 1905. These regulations introduced
three new Morse code sequences, including the SOS distress signal.
The international distress call for ships became quite famous when it was used to seek assistance for “RMS Titanic”
in 1912. Generally a majority of people do not know about its use earlier.
The East Goodwin lightship was the first vessel to be fitted with wireless telegraphy apparatus with which it could
communicate with the South Foreland lighthouse and thus transmit a message to the shore. Prior to this the only
means of communication at sea were by flags, sails or semaphore all of which could only be used within visual sight
of the recipient of the message.
The very first radio distress signal transmitted from the East Goodwin Lightship was made on 17th March 1899. The
SS Elbe had grounded on the Goodwin Sands, and when the message was received at the South Foreland lighthouse,
the radio operator there secured the services of the Ramsgate lifeboat to go to the aid of the stricken ship.
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immediately to the south of the fault zone and the trench,
suffered a destructive tsunami soon after the 1918 San
Fermín earthquake.

It so happened that only six weeks later the East
Goodwin lightship was itself in distress when it was
rammed by the “SS R F Mathews” on 28th April 1899.
It became the first lightship to use the radio to signal its
own distress. At that time the distress signal transmitted
was C Q D. This was popularly interpreted as “Come
Quick Danger”, but in fact it was devised by the
Marconi company to mean “All Stations Urgent”.

The Puerto Rico Trench is located at a boundary between
two plates that pass each other along a transform
boundary with only a small component of subduction.
The Caribbean Plate is moving to the east while the
North American Plate is moving to the west.
The North American Plate is being subducted by the
Caribbean Plate obliquely at the trench while to the
southeast, the South American Plate is being more
directly subducted along the Lesser Antilles subduction
zone. This subduction zone explains the presence of
active volcanoes over the southeastern part of the
Caribbean Sea. Volcanic activity is frequent along the
island arc southeast from Puerto Rico to the coast of
South America.

The use of SOS (…---…) (dot dot dot - dash dash dash
- dot dot dot) was established after an agreement was
made between the British Marconi Society and the
German Telefunk Organisation at the Berlin Radio
Conference on 3rd October 1906, and it was formally
introduced on 1st July 1908. Other countries were
represented at the conference and agreed to end the
otherwise confusion as messages might be transmitted
via other countries.

Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, British
Virgin Islands, and the Dominican Republic do not have
active volcanoes; however, they are at risk from
earthquakes and tsunamis. The Puerto Rico Trench is
capable of producing earthquakes greater than magnitude
8.0.

Its first use was by a Cunard liner “SS Slavonic” when
she became wrecked off the Azores en-route to Trieste
on 10th June 1909. Two vessels were able to come to
her aid and no lives were lost. Prior to this the first use
of the CQD call was on 23rd January 1909 when the
White Star liner “Republic” was sinking after collision
with the Italian ship “Florida” near Nantucket. Six lives
were lost and the Wireless Operator had sent the signal
as the ship was sinking.

Knowledge of the earthquake and tsunami risks has not
been widespread among the general public of the islands
located near the trench. Since 1988, the Puerto Rican
Seismic Society has been trying to use the Puerto Rican
media to inform people about a future earthquake that
could result in a catastrophic tragedy.

As the “Titanic” was sinking after collision with an
iceberg on 14th April 1912, the wireless operator in fact
used the CQD signal it was at that time still a practice
of some operators to prefix S O S with C Q D.

Puerto Rico has always been an area of concern to
earthquake experts because, apart from the 1918 episode,
there are frequent tremors in and around the island,
indicating activity. A 1981 tremor was felt across the
island, while
another
in
1985 was felt
in the towns
of Cayey and
Salinas.

“Mayday” voice code….. With the development of

audio radio transmitters, there was a need for a spoken
distress phrase, and “Mayday” (from French m’aidez
“help me”) was adopted by the 1927 International
Radio Convention as the equivalent of SOS. For TTT,
the equivalent audio signal is “Sécurité” (from French
sécurité “safety”) for navigational safety, while “Panpan” (from French panne “breakdown”) signals an
urgent but not immediately dangerous situation. French
was the international language at the time that these
were formalized.

The Puerto Rico Trench
Puerto Rico Trench, submarine depression in the North
Atlantic Ocean, roughly parallel to the northern coast of
the island of Puerto Rico and lying about 75 miles (120
km) to the north. The Puerto Rico Trench is about 1,090
miles (1,750 km) long and 60 miles (100 km) wide.

One beautiful December evening Huan Ch and his

girlfriend Jung Lee were sitting by the side of the
ocean. It was a romantic full moon, when Huan Cho
said “Hey baby, how about playing Weeweechu.” “Oh
no, not now, lets look at the moon” said Jung Lee. “Oh,
c’mon baby, let’s you and I play Weeweechu. I love
you and its the perfect time,” Huan Cho begged. “But I
rather just hold your hand and watch the moon.”

The deepest point in the Atlantic Ocean, the Milwaukee
Depth, lies at a depth of 27,493 feet (8,380 m) in the
western end of the trench, about 100 miles (160 km)
northwest of Puerto Rico. The origin of the trench can be
traced back to the beginning of the Cenozoic Era (about
65 million years ago). The Puerto Rico Trench appears to
be part of a complex system of sinistral strike-slip faults
in the north Caribbean; the trench seems to have been
open continuously for about 70 million years. It is
partially filled with sediments.

Please Jung Lee, just once play Weeweechu with me.”
Jung Lee looked at Huan Chi and said, “OK, we’ll play
Weeweechu.” Huan Cho grabbed his guitar and both
sang…………
Weeweechu a melly Chlistmas,
Weeweechu a melly Chlistmas,
Weeweechu a melly Chlistmas,
and a happy New Year.

Scientific studies have concluded that an earthquake
occurring along this fault zone could generate a
significant tsunami. The island of Puerto Rico, which lies
8

English Channel
The English Channel, also called The
Channel, French La Manche, narrow arm of
the Atlantic Ocean separating the southern
coast of England from the northern coast of
France and tapering eastward to its junction
with the North Sea at the Strait of Dover
(French: Pas de Calais). With an area of some
29,000 square miles (75,000 square
kilometres), it is the smallest of the shallow
seas covering the continental shelf of Europe.
From its mouth in the North Atlantic
Ocean—an arbitrary limit marked by a line
between the Scilly Isles and the Isle of
Ushant—its width gradually narrows from
112 miles (180 kilometres) to a minimum of
21 miles, while its average depth decreases
from 400 to 150 feet (120 to 45 metres).
Although the English Channel is a feature of
notable scientific interest, especially in
regard to tidal movements, its location has
given it immense significance over the
centuries, as both a route and a barrier during
the peopling of Britain and the emergence of
the nation-states of modern Europe.
The current English name (in general use
since the early 18th century) probably derives
from the designation “canal” in Dutch sea atlases of the late 16th century. Earlier names had included Oceanus
Britannicus and the British Sea, and the French have regularly used La Manche (in reference to the sleevelike coastal
outline) since the early 17th century.
The contemporary English Channel probably is the result of a complex structural downfolding dating from about 40
million years ago, although signs of a downwarp tendency occur as early as 270 million years ago. The direct
ancestor of the channel may well have been a sea occupying the down fold one to two million years ago, with a sea
level 600 to 700 feet higher than the present level. (a down fold in stratified rocks from whose central axis the beds
rise upward and outward in opposite directions).
The withdrawal of water by the glaciers of the late Pleistocene Epoch (about 25,000 years ago), produced a sea level
at least 300 feet lower than the present. Later the melting of the ice raised the sea level to its present mark, and the
ecologically important land bridge across the Strait of Dover finally was submerged about 8,000 years ago.
The seafloor dips fairly steeply near the coasts but is generally flat and remarkably shallow (especially in relation to
nearby land elevations); its greatest depth, 565 feet (172 metres) in the Hurd Deep, is one of a group of anomalous
deep, enclosed troughs in the bed of the western channel. The channel has been shaped by the effect upon its rock
strata (with their varying degrees of hardness) of such forces as weathering and erosion (when much of the area was
dry land), sea-level changes, and contemporary erosion and deposition by marine currents.
The floor of the western channel generally is 200 to 400 feet deep and is relatively flat and featureless, reflecting
fairly uniform rock types, mostly limestone. Harder igneous rocks cause shoals to emerge—as in the case of the
Scilly Isles and Channel Islands—and submerged cliffs and narrow depressions provide some additional variety.
In the central channel (150 to 200 feet deep), depths are fairly uniform over chalk outcrops, but alternations of clays
and limestones give rise to an undulating terrain, with deeps reaching almost twice the average. A continuation of
the Seine River valley system north of the Cotentin Peninsula of Normandy complicates the relief forms. Farther east
again, the seafloor is smoother and the geology simpler. Depths range from 6 to 160 feet, with such elongated banks
as the Varne and the Ridge greatly constricting shipping lanes.
Because the English Channel, unlike the Irish or North seas, lay beyond the action of Pleistocene glaciers, superficial
deposits are either very thin (three feet or less) or entirely absent. They represent a complex reworking of deposits of
various ages, and their distribution reflects tidal streams. Where the streams are strong, the seabed is bare except for
pebbles; decreasing velocities give rise to sand and gravel ribbons and waves (the latter up to 40 feet thick) and to
thick beds of fine-grained deposits in sheltered areas, notably the Gulf of Saint-Malo.
Tides in the English Channel generally are strong, especially in the Strait of Dover, and may be visualized as an
oscillation (modified by the Earth’s rotation and configuration) about a north-south line through the centre of the
channel - i.e., with a rise to the west accompanying a fall to the east. The central portion experiences semidiurnal
9

radar tracking of all ships in the strait.

(twice-daily) tides (helpful to shipping movements at
Southampton, which has a double, or prolonged, high
tide), and the Gulf of Saint-Malo experiences the
greatest tidal range, 28 feet or more.

The idea of a channel tunnel was first conceived in
1802, and in the late 19th century such a tunnel was
actually initiated and then abandoned. In 1957 the idea
was revived, and in 1973 Britain and France decided to
carry out the project (the “Chunnel”) jointly.

Surface temperatures range from 7 deg C in February to
16 deg C in September, although shallow coastal waters
are warmer in summer. There is little temperature
change with depth in the well-mixed eastern waters of
the channel, but bottom-water temperatures fall to 5
deg C in the west.

Work was begun, only to be cancelled early in 1975,
but in 1978 the matter of a channel crossing was again
raised, this time by the British and French national
railways and the European Communities. Construction
resumed in 1987 on twin single-track railway tunnels
and a central service tunnel for ventilation,
maintenance, and emergency evacuation; by 1990 the
service tunnel had been completed. The Eurotunnel (as
it came to be called) connects the road and rail
networks of Britain and the Continent by carrying both
rail freight and automobiles. The terminals are located
at Folkestone in England and Calais in France.

Surface salinities decline eastward from slightly less
than the Atlantic level of 35.5 parts per thousand;
coastal salinity readings are further reduced by the
influx of river water, especially from the larger French
landmass. There is an overall water flow through the
English Channel to the North Sea, with complete
replacement taking about 500 days.
The weather over the English Channel is highly
variable. Often, but especially from October to April, it
is cloudy, chilly, and wet, with strong winds and poor
visibility. At other times, it is fair and dry, with light
winds and good visibility. During periods of unsettled
weather, daytime high temperatures rise to about 12
deg C in winter and 20 deg C in summer. When the
weather is clear, temperature extremes can range from a
winter morning low of -5 deg C to more than 30 deg C
on a summer afternoon. Precipitation averages 28 to 39
inches (700 to 1,000 millimetres) per year. Gales may
blow from any direction but most commonly come
from the southwest or west.

From earliest times, depending on historical factors, the
English Channel served as a route for, and a barrier to,
invaders of Britain from the Continent. Early Stone Age
people crossed the Strait of Dover; later invaders
crossed the western end of the channel, trading the
copper, tin, and lead they found in Devon and
Cornwall, and successive Bronze and Iron Age invaders
followed the same route. Julius Caesar’s invasion of 55
bc again favoured the Dover route in the east, while
William the Conqueror in 1066 crossed from
Normandy to Hastings. With Britain’s later loss of
Normandy, the channel again became a defensive line.
In the 20th century its strategic role was critical during
the two world wars, particularly during the Allied
invasion of France in 1944.

Connecting the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea, the
respective waters of which are rich in warm- and coldwater plankton, the English Channel is favoured from
the latter with cod, herring, and whiting and from the
former with hake, pilchard, and mullet. The traditional
fishing industry declined in the 20th century with the
development of deep-sea fishing, the exhaustion of
resources, and the advent of pollution problems, but
coastal fishing remains important in Brittany.

Editor:- British merchant seamen on their way home
and last night at sea, after a long deep sea trip get what
is known as the “Channels” an inner illness of
nostalgia, longing to be home with friend and family
(homesickness), and pay off time. Also a time to settle
on-board debts and think about another trip and PARTY

A good climate, sandy beaches, and an attractive coast
have encouraged the growth of tourism on both sides of
the channel, starting with the fashionable resorts of the
late 18th century. The English ports of Portsmouth and
Plymouth have declined from their former levels of
naval and commercial activity.

Christmas at Sea
It has been long a tradition that when at sea on
Christmas Day for lunch to be served to the crew by the
Officers of all ranks (though doubtful on larger ships).
Much bantering taking place as the Officers wait their
way around the tables doing their best to serve the
unruly crew, but all taken in good spirits and of course
drinks readily available. The venue most usually the
Dining room or Officers Mess when space allowed.

Cherbourg on the Contentin Peninsula has changed
little in character, but Southampton and Le Havre have
lost passenger traffic while gaining tremendous
container and oil-refining capacity and also
experiencing a general commercial growth. Both
England and France use channel waters for cooling
nuclear-powered generating stations, while the tidalpower generating station on the Rance River (in
Brittany), utilizing a tidal range of 35 feet and more, is
a unique feature.

The meal a veritable feast of the best that was available
of Christmas fare, from ham to turkey with all the
trimmings, the galley had been hard at it since early
morning.
For an evening meal it’s cold meat and salad and what
ever is left over from lunch.

The English Channel is a major route for passenger and
freight traffic. Crossings are provided by ferry and air
services. Hundreds of watercraft traverse the Strait of
Dover daily; and this frequency, as well as the increase
in ship size and speed, has led to the introduction of
sophisticated navigational safeguard systems, including
10

It had been snowing all night so:

With a speed of 11 knots the “Venta Maersk” sailed
through the most difficult part of the Northern Sea
Route. The brand new container ship designed for
voyages in icy conditions in late August set sail from
Busan, South Korea, and was from 8th September
accompanied by the nuclear icebreaker “50 Let
Pobedy” through the East Siberian Sea and Laptev Sea
It is the first regular container ship that has crossed the
Russian Arctic route.

8:00 am I made a snowman.
8:10
A feminist passed by and asked me why I didn’t
make a snow woman.
8:15
So.
I
made
a
snow
woman.
8:17
My feminist neighbour complained about the
snow woman’s voluptuous chest saying it objectified
snow women everywhere.
8:20
The gay couple living nearby threw a hissy fit
and moaned it could have been two snow men instead.
8:22
The transgender ma..wom., person asked why l
didn’t just make one snow person with detachable parts.
8:25
The vegans at the end of the lane complained
about the carrot nose, as veggies are food and not to
decorate snow figures with.
8:28
I am being called a racist because the snow
couple is white.
8:31
The Muslim gent across the road demands the
snow woman wear a burqa.
8:40
The Police arrive saying someone has been
offended.
8:42
The feminist neighbour complained again that
the broomstick of the snow woman needs to be removed
because it depicted women in a domestic role.
8:43
The council equality officer arrived and
threatened me with eviction.
8:45
TV news crew from the ABC shows up. I am
asked if I know the difference between snowmen and
snow-women? I reply, “Snowballs” and am now called a
sexist.
9:00
I’m on the News as a suspected terrorist, racist,
homophobe sensibility offender, bent on stirring up
trouble during difficult weather.
9:10
I’m asked if I have any accomplices. My
children are taken by social services.
9:29
Far left protesters offended by everything, are
marching down the street demanding for me to be
beheaded – Did I tell you that I built
the snow people on the footpath
impeding
walking
traffic,
no
complaints….

It’s Christmas and a nun was sitting at the airport,

waiting for her flight to Brisbane. She looked over in
the corner and saw one of those weight machines that
tells your fortune and thought to herself, “I’ll give it a
try and see what it tells me.”

She went over to the machine, stepped up on the scale
and put her 5cents. Out came a card that read, “You are
a nun, you weigh 60kg, and you are going to Brisbane.”
The nun sat back down. She told herself that the
machine probably gives the same card to everyone. The
more she thought about it, the more curious she got, so
she decided to try it again. She went back to the
machine and again put in 5cents and out came a card
that read, “You are a nun, you weigh 60kg, you are
going to Brisbane and you are going to play a fiddle.”
The nun says to herself, “I know that is wrong, I have
never played a musical instrument even once in my
life.” she sat back down. From out of nowhere a street
busker came over and sat down, putting his fiddle case
in the seat between them. Without thinking, she opened
the busker’s case, took out the fiddle, and started
playing beautiful music. Surprised at what she had
done, she looked over at the machine, thinking, “this is
incredible, I’ve got to try this again.”
Back to the machine she went, put in another 5 cents
and another card came out. It read, “you are a nun, you
weigh 60kg, you are going Brisbane and you are going
to break wind.” now she knows the machine is wrong,
as she thought to herself, “I’ve never broken wind in
public a single time in my life,” but getting down off
the machine she slipped, and as she was straining to
keep herself from falling to the floor, she broke wind.

Moral
There is no moral to this story. It’s
just the world in which we live today
and it is going to get worse.

Absolutely stunned, she sat back down
and looked at the machine. She said to
herself, this is truly remarkable! I have
got to try this again. “ She went back to
the machine, put in another 5 cents and
another card came out. It read, “You
are a nun, you weigh 60kg, you have
fiddled and farted around and missed
your flight to Brisbane, Merry
Christmas”.

SEQ SLOP CHEST
Metal MN Lapel Badges
Metal Vindicatrix Lapel Badges
MN Blazer Badges
MN Blazer Badges
MN Cap Badge
Club Shirt (to order)
MN Poppy Badge

$8 00 each
$5.00 each
$22.00 each
$15.00 each
$17.00 each
$50.00 each
$20.00 each

Special
Medium Club Shirt in very good con’d $20
All Communications to
Brian Hunt on 07 5513 0178
Preferably email at:- brian.hunt8@bigpond.com
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No known species of reindeer can fly

President, Brian Hunt BEM JP
241/2 Falcon Way
TWEED HEAD SOUTH NSW 2486
Ph: (07) 5513-0178
Email: brian.hunt8@bigpond.com

1. There are 300,000 species of living things yet to be
classified, and most of these are insects and bacteria.
Although this does not COMPLETELY rule out flying
reindeer, the chances for it yet to be discovered are
pretty slim.

A Russian couple was walking down the street in
Moscow one night, when the man felt a drop hit his
nose. “I think it’s raining,” he said to his wife. “No,
that felt more like snow to me,” she replied. “No, I’m
sure it was just rain,” he said. Well, as these things go,
they were about to have a major argument about
whether it was raining or snowing.

2. There are 2 billion children in the world. But since
Santa only appears to handle the Christian children, that
reduces the workload to 15% of the total - 378 million.
At an average rate of 3.5 children per household, that is
91.8 millions homes. One presumes there’s at least one
“good” child in each.
3. Santa has 31 hours of Christmas to work with, thanks
to the different time zones and the rotation of the earth,
assuming he travels East to West. This works out to
822.6 visits per second. This is to say that for each
Christian household with good children, Santa has
1/1000th of a second to park, hop out of the sleigh,
jump down the chimney, get back into the sleigh and
move on to the next house. Assuming that each one of
these 91.8 million stops are evenly distributed around
the earth, we are now talking about .78 miles per
household, a total trip of 75 and a half million miles.
This means Santa’s sleigh is moving at 650 miles per
second, 3000 times the speed of sound. For purpose of
comparison, the fastest man-made vehicle on earth, the
Ulysses space probe, moves at a poky 27.4 miles per
second - a conventional reindeer can run, tops, 15 miles
per hour.

Just then, they saw a minor Communist Party official
walking towards them. “Let’s not fight about it,” the
man said. “Let’s ask Comrade Rudolph whether it’s
officially raining or snowing.” As the
official approached, the man said, “Tell
me, Comrade Rudolph, is it officially
raining or snowing?” `It’s raining, of
course!’ he replied, and walked on. But
the woman insisted, “I know that felt like
snow!” The man quietly replied,
“Rudolph the Red knows rain, dear.”

Paddy says to Mick, “Christmas is on a
Sunday this year.” Mick says “Let’s hope it’s
not the 13th.”

4. The payload on the sleigh adds another interesting
aspect. Assuming that each child gets nothing more
than a medium sized Lego Set (1 kilo), the sleigh is
carrying 321,300 tons, not counting Santa, who is
invariably described as overweight. On landing,
conventional reindeer can pull no more than 175 kilo.
Even granting that “flying reindeer” could pull TEN
TIMES the normal amount, we cannot do the job with
eight, or even nine reindeer. We need 214,200 reindeer.
This increases the payload, not even counting the
weight of the sleigh, to 353,430 tons! Again for
comparison - this is four times the weight of the Queen
Elizabeth!

It was Christmas and I was standing in a bar in
Cairns, North Queensland and this little Chinese guy
comes in and stands next to me. I said to
him, “Do you know any of those martial
arts things, like Kung-Fu, Karate or JuJitsu?” He says “No, no, no why the
fluck you ask me dat, is it coz I
Chinee”?
“No”, I say’s, “It’s because you’re
drinking my beer you yella toady slanty
eyed little Prick………...

5. 353,430 tons travelling at 650 miles per second
creates enormous air resistance. This will heat the
reindeer up in the same fashion as space craft reentering the Earth’s atmosphere. The lead pair of
reindeer will absorb 14.3 QUINTILLION joules of
energy per second ... EACH! In short, they will burst
into flame almost instantaneously, exposing the
reindeer behind them, and creating deafening Sonic
Booms in their wake. The entire reindeer team will be
vaporized within 4.26 thousands of a second. Santa,
meanwhile, will be subject to centrifugal forces
17,500.06 times greater than gravity. A 12kilo Santa
(which seems ludicrously slim) would be pinned to the
back of his sleigh by 4,315,015 pounds of force.
Honorary Secretary, Narelle Standen
60 Simpson Drive
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