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Anchors Aweigh
Out and About
After the euphoria of the Christmas party at the
Dolphin Hotel where there was so much food left
over that just about everybody took home a
doggy bag, plus three good sized hampers were
taken to Fred’s Place which is a drop off point for
the homeless, matters settled in to the Xmas spirit
of visiting relatives etc.
Our first get together was at the Australia Day
raising of the flags at our monument, five of the
lads committed themselves to giving a spit and
polish to the monument and we raised the flags
spot on 10am. Seeing the activity we were soon
joined by a few tourists and answering questions,
the main ones were “what do the two red flags
represent”. There were also a couple of ladies
taking photos and on our advice we were telling
them not take pics looking in to the sun, one got
real stroppy and quickly told us to mind our
manners as she was an ex school teacher, ha.
About now a tour bus engorged a full coach load of we think Koreans, we were being elbowed aside for them to
take photos around the anchor, our resident comedian in Graham Moon was trying to get them to read the plaques
in sign language, the only response he got was smiles and nodding of heads, don’t know where their interpreter
was.
We then all then decamped to the Dolphin for a
couple of shandies, there was Graham Moon
our resident engineer, Brian Stevenson, Alan
Mckenzie, Doug Marshall and myself, after
only a few minutes we were joined by Willie &
Diana Fair, plus Eileen Hunt, hardly had we
downed the first one and an announcement that
fried chicken pieces would be delivered free to
everybody, followed an hour later by another
announcement that the chefs had fired up the
BBQ and to help ourselves to a sausage sizzle,
believe me it was hard keeping up with all the
free food and having enough room to cheer an
impressive Australia Day.
The first meeting of the year was moderately
attended, with a stack of apologies, there was
one important announcement to make, that our
illustrious past Secretary Terry Docker made an
honest women out of his hard working and
beautiful partner Kay on Valentine’s day, who
said Vindi boys weren’t romantic. The
President wished them all the luck in the world
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and hoped we would all hear the patter of tiny feet in the immediate future,
to some quite raucous laughter.
We decided on a working bee to eradicate the rust on the anchor at the
monument as Neumann’s had donated the materials, also that the two
socials would be in the form of a BBQ and a lunch in a suitable hotel, the
first one in May to be the BBQ and BYO. The meeting then adjourned to
the Dolphin for a bit of lamp swinging, where to our delight the newlyweds
joined us, even more to our delight Terry and Kay treated us to a wedding
breakfast in the form of three types of large pizzas and a bowl of chips and
gravy, although there were about ten of us we still struggled to finish the
spread.
Because of Cyclone Omah and the high winds at Point Danger the working
bee was put off until the 6th March where our resident engineer and
treasurer took charge of the eradication of the rust, his antics of getting
Willie Fair
under the anchor in overalls, gloves goggles and a mask were nothing short
of an acrobat, talk about “age shall not weary them” it was universally acclaimed by the other participants, Bevan
Savage, Geoff Burt and myself that he be given the title of man of the hour.
All jokes aside it was a job extremely well done and the resulting work we
hope will last many years.
During the last couple of weeks I have been in to see John Sutherland in the
aged Opal Aged Care nursing home on the Gold Coast, he is well, his hair is
growing again and also a beard. The following day Eileen and I visited our
96 year old member Walter Backhouse also in the Opal Aged Care nursing
home, he also is well, but unfortunately didn’t recognise us, despite that we
spent a couple of hours with him, where he regaled us with tales of his war
time ship Queen Mary.
We then went off for lunch at the CSI Club Southport where we had arranged
to meet Jerry and Christine Purvis, this is the first time I had seen Christine
Walter Backhouse
out of a hospital bed for nearly 3 years, boy didn’t the lamp swing that
lunchtime, the staff were preparing for tea by the time we got away. Not yet done we then popped in to see Willie
Fair who had just been discharged the day before after having 2 strokes, one at home (opening a beer can) and the
other after being rushed to hospital, lucky the second
one in hospital, his only regret he spilled the beer!!!!
He doesn’t appear to have any major concerns, time
will tell.
The latest news on the sick parade, is Mike Mabbut
up at Gaeta (a location near Bundaberg way) he has
had an operation to try and fix a wagging little
finger, he complained it was getting in the way,
particularly when he wanted to put his hand in his
pocket, I told him in a video hook up today, it hadn’t
worried him too much in the past, Margaret laughed
more at that than he did, he does however still hope
to make the next meeting all being well, where we
will test out my theory. John Paulling gave us a scare
with a short hospital stay in early March, he is home
now and resting, and promises to take better care,
like we all do.

Jerry and Christine Purvis
A Male Fairy Tale

Once upon a time, a Prince asked a beautiful Princess, “Will you marry me?” The Princess
immediately said an emphatic “No!” And the Prince lived happily ever after.
He rode motorcycles and dated thin, long-legged, full-breasted women, and hunted and fished
and raced cars, he went to titty bars and dated ladies half his age and drank whiskey, beer, and
Bundaberg rum, and never heard any bitching. He never paid child support or alimony, and
dated cheerleaders and kept his house and guns, and ate spam, potato chips and beans whenever
he liked, and blew enormous farts whenever he felt like it.
He never got cheated on while he was at work and he had lots of dogs and all his friends and
family thought he was cool as hell. He had tons of money in the bank, and he left the toilet seat up with no
complaints and without a care……... The End!
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Silence
~Lest we Forget~
Edward Honey an Australian journalist died a
young man, just 36 years and is buried in an
unmarked grave in Northwood Cemetery in
Greater London.
To remember him is to remember what he called
for - and let silent contemplation be your
offering. One hundred years on, silence and
remembrance are almost inseparable.
He watched as soldiers came home from war,
injured and broken. When the Allies announced
their victory Honey felt compelled to publish his
thoughts. Under the penname Warren Foster, in
the May 8, 1919 edition of the London Evening
News, Edward Honey wrote: “Can we not spare
some fragment of these hours of Peace, rejoicing for a silent tribute to these mighty dead? Individually yes! Too many
of us know we will for our own kith and kin, for the friend who will never come back. But nationally? I would ask for
five minutes, five little minutes only. Five silent minutes of national remembrance. A very sacred intercession.”
It's difficult to pinpoint the exact origin of the minute's silence - in the early 1900s silence was used as a common public
tool, including in church services. But a few months after Honey's letter was published, South African author and
politician Sir James Percy FitzPatrick made the political moves that established the tradition. On October 4, 1919,
FitzPatrick wrote to a friend in the British Cabinet suggesting a period of silence. The missive eventually made its way
to King George V. Ahead of the first anniversary of the Armistice, FitzPatrick and Honey were reportedly called in for
a rehearsal at Buckingham Palace. “The Grenadier guards are there, and they are going to practise this,” says Dr Meleah
Hampton, an historian at the Australian War Memorial. “They decide to take up his five-minute period and they find it
is a very long time. Even for men who are used to standing on parade for an extended period of time.
“They settled on two minutes' silence, which is long enough for little old ladies to stand in the street.” And days before
the first anniversary, King George V formally decreed the two minutes' silence. “It is my desire and hope that at the
hour when the Armistice came into force, the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, there may be for the brief
space of two minutes a complete suspension of all our normal activities,” the decree read. “During that time, except in
the rare cases where this may be impracticable, all work, all sound, and all locomotion should cease, so that, in perfect
stillness, the thoughts of everyone may concentrate on reverent remembrance of the Glorious Dead.”
One hundred years on, silence and remembrance are almost inseparable.
The tradition of a minute's silence has been a feature at ceremonies marking nearly every tragedy of the 21st century,
from natural disasters and terrorist acts to celebrity deaths.

Britania Rules the Waves……. Brexit leaders rub in that seafaring imagery but here’s the
paradox, these buccaneers promoting free markets on the high seas are the same deregulators who
have helped destroy British shipping. What irony that P&O Ferries has announced that Brexit is
forcing it to deregister from Britain, putting its entire fleet under the Cypriot flag. No red duster will
now ply the channel from Dover to Calais, only foreign flags. Rule the waves? We won’t even have a British red ensign
flying across the Channel. Once foreign-flagged, P&O ferries can’t be requisitioned for any no-deal Brexit crisis.
The 180-year-old P&O “Peninsular and Orient” line is steeped in the kind of British history our Brexiteers celebrate.
Founded in the wake of the Napoleonic wars, it shipped the empire, profiting from the opium war, it transported
632,000 tons of opium from Bengal to China. Under royal charter it delivered the Royal Mail to India and in the
postwar years it carried more than a million “£10 Poms” – British emigrants to populate Australia. It lost 85 ships in the
first world war, 179 in the second. Decline began with India’s independence; in 2006 it was sold to Dubai.
How perverse that Brexit – designed to bolster quintessential Britishness – has caused the final loss of P&O Ferries to
the British flag. “For operational and accounting reasons, we have concluded that the best course of action is to re-flag
all ships to be under the Cyprus flag” (of convenience), says P&O. Registering in Cyprus will “result in fewer
inspections and delays”, with “significantly more favourable tonnage tax arrangements as the ships will be flagged in an
EU member state”.
It will indeed be easier to operate from inside the EU. It promises no change in working conditions, for now. Yet Brexit
will be a problem for British crews, who need certificates of competency. Once their certificates lapse, as with other
professions and trades, it may take years before the EU recognises UK qualifications, we’ll join a long queue of
countries applying; and without recognised certificates, British citizens can’t work.

The UK's tortuous crisis over EU membership is approaching its finale with an extraordinary array of outcomes still
possible, including a delay, a last-minute deal, a no-deal Brexit, a snap election or even another referendum.
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Butterworthing
Using a brand name as a verb is what you do when you “Xerox” a document, use a “Kleenex” to tissue your nose,
Hoover to vacuum the floor, but what is Butterworthing? Step aside catering crew as you would doubtless never
have heard of this term, but……...
Butterworthing” is a term that comes from the global marine industry, dating back to the 1920s, and began as a
description of a way to clean tanks on board ships and barges, spraying a cleaning medium onto a tank surface via
manual or automated methods. This is achieved by accessing tanks through what is called a “Butterworth cover” or
“Butterworth hatch.”
“Butterworthing” is one of several defined methods for cleaning tanks and vessels within the maritime and industrial
worlds. “Butterworthing,” injection tank cleaning, recirculation cleaning, rinsing and venting/mopping/drying are all
similar but vary slightly when it comes to safety, personnel and equipment requirements. Tank cleaning may be
required for many reasons, to carry clean ballast water, gas-free a vessel for inspections or repair, prevent crosscontamination between different product loads, remove sludge/sediment/scale, or satisfy certain port regulations for
incoming ships and vessels.
“Butterworthing” means workers no longer have to enter the dangerous confines of a tank to manually clean the
interior surfaces. A portable or fixed-in-place rotary tank cleaning machine can now do the job as workers are safely
outside the tank. For rotary tank cleaning machines, there are two classes of technology, high-pressure/ low-volume
(like a pressure-washer) and low-pressure/high-volume impingement cleaners. “Butterworthing” is generally done
with the low-pressure/high-volume impingement devices due to the far reach of their jets, allowing for personnel to
remain outside the tank.
Although there are many manufacturers of different technologies, tank cleaning machines, their water supply and
even the washing method are commonly described by the term “Butterworth.” Some companies even use other (nonButterworth) brands to “Butterworth” a tank. Referred to in several pieces of maritime literature, manuals,
publications and methodologies, the term actually comes from the name of the man who patented the very first
automated tank cleaning machine in 1920. Arthur Butterworth, after starting the Butterworth company in 1925 to
market his new technology and service, was a man whose name literally became synonymous with tank cleaning on
oceangoing tankers, so much so that his company namesake still operates today as a leading supplier of tank
cleaning equipment and technologies around the globe.
Since the inception of the technology and as tank cleaning equipment has evolved to meet the needs of more
industries beyond the maritime world, the term “Butterworthing” has expanded from a “marine” term to encompass
land-based industrial and environmental services as well. Nowadays, whether it is an underground storage tank
under your local gas station parking lot, a tank farm with differently sized and shaped tanks, process or production
tanks in any industry, a fermentation vessel, reactor, tanker truck, railcar, or the original use for tanks on-board
oceangoing vessels, the term “Butterworthing” a tank covers them all.
All those who worked on tankers should have medals and named heroes
as Butterworthing was a dirty dangerous distasteful job with the reward of extra overtime
and a tot of rum maybe, also not always in the calmest weather.

Smoking on cruise ship could cost you $500
Passengers looking to light up on the balcony of their Carnival cruise ship
cabin may want to think again. Carnival Cruise Line has announced
changes to its Tobacco and Marijuana Smoking Policy and the updates
warn that passengers who smoke in non-designated areas could be fined
$500 or be removed from the ship on their own dime at the next port of
call.
Non-designated areas now include outdoor cabin balconies. The cruise line introduced the changes on its website
last week. Previously, the cruise line fined passengers who smoked in their staterooms with the fine going to help
pay for the cleaning of the rooms, according to travelpulse.com. Passengers who want to smoke can do so on
specified exterior decks of the company’s ships as well as the nightclubs and
casinos. But for the most part, the ships are smoking-free. The policy applies “to all
forms of smoking, including but not limited to cigarettes, cigars, pipes, vaporizers,
electronic cigarettes and marijuana,” according to the cruise line.
And while some destinations allow the use of pot, the cruise line, which follows
U.S. federal law, prohibits “possession and use of recreational/medicinal marijuana”
onboard. For travellers who have a medical marijuana prescription, “they will need
to consult with their physician for other suitable alternatives.” Passengers who
violate the smoking policy “will be responsible for all financial charges and
expenses to return home, and no refund of unused cruise fare will be provided.”
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Great Australian Bight
and the Nullarbor
The Great Australian Bight is a large oceanic
bight, or open bay, off the central and
western portions of the southern coastline of
mainland
Australia.
The
Australian
Hydrographic Service (AHS). defines the
bight as Cape Pasley, Western Australia, to
Cape Carnot, South Australia - a distance of
1,160 kilometres (720 miles).
Much of the bight lies due south of the expansive Nullarbor Plain, which straddles South Australia and Western
Australia. The Eyre Highway passes close to the cliffs of the bight between the Head of the Bight and Eucla. Outside
of Australia, the Great Australian Bight is generally considered part of the Indian Ocean though AHS considers it to
be part of the Southern Ocean, using the expanded Australian definition used for this ocean
The Great Australian Bight was first encountered by European explorers in 1627 when a Dutch navigator François
Thijssen sailed along its western margins. The coast was later first accurately charted by the English navigator
Matthew Flinders in 1802, during his circumnavigation of the Australian continent. A later land-based survey was
accomplished by the English explorer Edward John Eyre. The Bight came into existence when Gondwana broke
apart and separated Antarctica from Australia around 50 million years ago.
The coastline of the Great Australian Bight is characterised by cliff faces (up to 60 metres or 200 feet high), surfing
beaches and rock platforms, ideal for whale-watching. This is a popular activity during the southern hemisphere
winter, when increasing numbers of southern right whales migrate to the region from their summer feeding grounds
in the Antarctic. The whales come to the Bight region, especially to the Head of Bight, to calve and breed, and do not
feed until they return to the Antarctic. Their numbers were severely depleted by whaling, particularly during the 19th
Century, but have since recovered to some extent.
The Nullarbor Plain, which borders much of the length of the Bight’s coastline, is a former seabed, uplifted during
the Miocene. Consisting of limestone, it is very flat, and has an arid or semi-arid climate with very little rainfall, and
high summer temperatures and high evaporation rates. It has no surface drainage, but has a karst drainage system
through cave formation in the underlying limestone. North of the Nullarbor lies the Great Victoria Desert, which has
an internal drainage system terminating in numerous small salt lakes.
The Nullarbor gets its name from Latin for “No Tree” and the typical view is that of a straight highway and
practically unchanging flat saltbush-covered terrain, although some parts are located on ridges. The Eyre Peninsula
has been extensively cleared for agriculture, although there are remnant corridors of native eucalyptus woodland
alongside its roads. Main Roads Western Australia and the Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure in
South Australia monitor traffic volume across the states’ road networks, including various locations along the Eyre
Highway.
In Western Australia, the recorded traffic volumes ranged between 430 and 760 vehicles per day. Because of its
remoteness, some widened sections of the highway serve as emergency airstrips for the Royal Flying Doctor
Service. These airstrips are signposted, have runway pavement markings painted on the road, and turnaround bays
for small aircraft. The section between Balladonia and Caiguna includes what is regarded as the longest straight
stretch of road in Australia and one of the longest in the world. The road stretches for 146.6 km (91miles) without a
turning, and is signposted and commonly known as the “90 Mile Straight”
The lack of surface runoff and terrestrial nutrients results in the relatively shallow waters of the Great Australian
Bight being generally low in nutrients, and therefore oligotrophic, compared with many other continental shelves
which support major fisheries. Seasonal upwelling of deep ocean water along the coast of the Eyre Peninsula in the
eastern part of the Bight brings nutrients to the surface waters, with the resulting fertility creating an important
marine hotspot.
In the Bight high densities of zooplankton to the northwest of the patches indicate that the prevailing south-easterly
winds transport the products of this enhanced biological production into the centre. These plankton communities
support the highest densities of small planktivorous fishes, including sardine and anchovy. Juvenile southern bluefin
tuna migrate into the Bight annually to feed on these rich pelagic resources. As the nutrients are swept up from the
deep water ocean floor and pushed in towards the coast, the food chain is injected with a massive influx.
The Great Southern Reef is estimated to generate $10 billion every year from fishing and tourism for the Australian
economy. But the lure of riches buried deep beneath the seabed — oil and gas — has some of the biggest players in
the fossil fuel industry eyeing off its potential.
Exploration for oil and gas has been undertaken in the Great Australian Bight region since the late 1960s. There have
been recent plans to further explore the Bight by a number of companies, including BP/Statoil and Chevron. These
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proposals were to drill exploration wells in the southern
part of the area from 2017 onwards. Debate over oil
jobs versus effect on fishing

don’t be in need of a Doctor or chemist as they do not
exist, though the Flying Doctor can and will land on the
road. Food and fuel stops are 300 to 350km apart and
dusty one star accommodation. Any break-downs
requiring parts need to be trucked in from major centres
and could take days.

Since plans were first floated for oil drilling in the
Bight in 2011, a fierce debate has been underway
across the communities of the Eyre Peninsula that rely
on the area’s waters. According to a report
commissioned by Australian Petroleum Production &
Exploration Association, Equinor’s plans to drill in the
Bight could bring up to 1,500 jobs to South Australia
over the next 40 years. But members of the fishing
industry see the plan as a direct threat to the industry
that has provided for Port Lincoln since the 1960s and,
according to the local chamber of commerce, account
for 5,100 jobs in the city of 16,000 people. On top of
that if an oil spill happened in the Great Australian
Bight, it could reach as far as Albany to the west and as
far east as Port Macquarie’s beaches, two thirds of the
way up the New South Wales coast………

My first trip by car was when the road was just a dirt
track with pot holes filled with bogging red dust you
would not believe and taking many days and sleeping
in the car with my wife, two children and 3 spare tyres.
We once stopped at Eucla road house for a meal and I
ordered roast chicken and vegetables and when it
arrived turned out to be two crinkly dried out chicken
wings and three serves of stuffing, I kept looking
towards the kitchen, looking to see if a camera was
raised in the kitchen bat doors and a sign saying
“SMILE YOU’RE ON CANDID CAMERA” raised.
On a caravan trip across one time, Vindi lad Tony
Harben and his wife Marg travelling west and us east,
via emails planned for a meeting at the WA/SA border
and caravan camping overnight. We arrived early, setup and took out a leg of lamb to defrost for dinner and
went for a drive through the bush down to the coast.
Arriving back to find the Harben’s camp equally set-up,
but with sad faces saying when they arrived they saw a
dingo take off with the leg of lamb – blooming liars
they had hid it—in their fridge. Yer huge joke……

With oil exploration looming on the horizon for the
Great Australian Bight, stakeholders felt it was an
important time to learn more about the species that call
the rough waters off Australia’s southern coastline
home.
In a joint effort between BP, The South Australian
Research and Development Institute (SARDI), the
CSIRO, the University of Adelaide and Flinders
University, the Great Australian Bight’s deep sea
waters have been surveyed for the first time and results
have revealed 400 new species of invertebrates.

My last recollection of the Harben’s crossing the
Nullarbor was when I was in Kalgoorlie and receiving
an email from Tony saying he was broken down with
turbo problems with his car, stuck at a wayside spot and
stinking hot. I of course offered to drive out the 900km
to tow his caravan, but this was declined and three days
later he was mobile with a hefty bill…...

The study’s surveys took place over six years, between
2011 and 2017. Since 2011, the Australian Government
has awarded 11 exploration permits in the Great
Australian Bight. Norwegian oil company Equinor
plans to drill an exploratory well on its permit site in
late 2019, pending approval of its environmental plan
from the regulator.

Scrapped on South Asian Beaches

The study focussed on the marine creatures that live
between 200 metres and 5 kilometres beneath the
water’s surface and collected 1,267 species and 32 per
cent of these were new to science in a depth of water
that science knows comparatively little about in any of
the world’s oceans. This study was also the deepest
ever water sampling in Australian history.

A total of 744 large ocean-going commercial vessels
were sold to the scrap yards in 2018, out of which 518
were broken down on South Asia beaches, accounting
for a record-breaking 90.4% of the gross tonnage
dismantled globally, data from NGO Shipbreaking
Platform shows. The figures of 2018 are shocking. No
ship owner can claim to be unaware of the dire
conditions at the beaching yards, still they massively
continue to sell their vessels to the worst yards to get
the highest price for their ships.

There are small settlements existing along the coastline
of the bight, such as Ceduna and Eucla and have
facilities to access the bight. Some other locations on
the Eyre Highway or located on the Nullarbor do not
have facilities or easy access at all. But all in all should
be on everyone’s bucket list to see.

The harm caused by beaching is real. Workers risk their
lives, suffer from exposure to toxics, and coastal
ecosystems are devastated. Ship owners have a
responsibility to sell to recycling yards that invest in
their workers and environment.

Latest:- Oil and gas testing is set to take place in the
Great Australian Bight this year 2019, after the national
petroleum regulator granted permission to exploration
company PGS.

Last year, at least 34 workers lost their lives when
breaking apart the global fleet, the platform said. At
least 14 workers died in Alang, making 2018 one of one
of the worse years for Indian yards in terms of accident
records in the last decade. Another 20 workers died and
12 workers were severely injured in the Bangladeshi
yards. In Pakistan, local sources confirmed 1 death and
27 injuries. Seven injuries were linked to yet another
fire that broke out on-board a beached tanker.

Editor:- I have travelled by train, sailed through it,
flown at low altitude along the coast and driven across
the Nullarbor more times than I have fingers and toes,
camped along the road right on the Bight cliffs and
even worked out in the desert on the standard gauge
railway link so saying am quite familiar with this area.
Not a trip for the faint hearted with limited services so
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Technologies That Can Change the Future of Shipbuilding
Advancement in technology is key to the development of any industry. The shipbuilding industry is no exception. In
fact, shipbuilding is changing at a rapid rate taking advantage of highly advanced technologies which aim to solve the
issues such as environmental pollution, rising fuel costs etc. The shipping industry has developed some potentially
revolutionary technologies. Mentioned below are seven important technologies which might help to change the future
of shipbuilding.
1. 3-D Printing Technology: The 3D printing technology makes it possible to construct real objects from virtual 3-D
objects. This process is carried out by cutting virtual object in 2-D slices and printing the real one slice by slice. There
have been several 3-D printing processes invented till date but very few are commercially affordable and sustainable.
Currently, this technology is being used in industries to produce scientific equipment, small structures and models for
various applications.
Recently a fabricated model of a ship was made using a 3-D printer, first uploading CAD drawings of ship model in
it. Further developments in this process can lead the industry to use this technique to build complex geometries of
ship like bulbous bow easily. The prospect of using 3-D printers to seek quick replacement of ship’s part for repairing
purpose is also being investigated. The Economist claims use this technology to be the “Third Industrial Revolution”.
2. Shipbuilding Robotics: Recent trends suggest that the shipbuilding industry is recognizing robotics as a driver of
efficiency along with a method to prevent workers from doing dangerous tasks such as welding. The shortage of
skilled labour is also one of the reasons to look upon robotics. Robots can carry out welding, blasting, painting, heavy
lifting and other tasks in shipyards.
Geoje shipyard in South Korea which boasts of launching around 30 ships a year, 68% of its production processes is
carried out by robotic systems which contributed to achieve it such a high production rate.
Robot was first designed for welding process in shipyards but now inspection and pipe cleaning robots have also
come. The most interesting one is spider robot which autonomously crawls over the surface of vessel and prepares
surface for painting by blasting off rust and other contaminants. The ‘Iron Man’ wearable robot is also in fray which
can enhance worker’s strength and stamina. Hyundai Heavy Industries (HHI), which has developed mini welding
robots, is set to use robotics in shipbuilding. These trends clearly suggest that the future of shipyards will be smart
and digital.
3. Ballast Free Ship Design: The concept
has potential to mitigate the problem of
ballast water disposal which causes discharge
of non-native species and creates several
ecological problems. The design has network
of longitudinal pipes from bow to stern in
ship’s hull causing constant flow of local sea
water
which
prevents
transfer
of
contaminated water or water of one
ecosystem to other.
Though this technology is in experimental and developmental stage, if it is successfully tested, then ballast free
design is definitely going to be the future of shipbuilding.
4. LNG Fueled engines: Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) surge in popularity as an alternate fuel for ships is visible
these days because of its environmental friendliness. That is why, the market of LNG fueled ship engines is emerging
and its prospects are high as well.
In the LNG engines, CO2 emission is reduced by 20-25% as compared to diesel engines, NOX emissions are cut by
almost 92%, while SOX and particulates emissions are almost completely eliminated. Moreover, the new generation
ship engines are strongly required in order to comply with the TIER 3 restrictions of 2016 by IMO.Therefore, LNG
solution is the best at the moment and the industry realizes it as well.
The major ship engine designers, Mitsubishi, Wartsila, Rolles-Royce and MAN Diesel & Turbo, are busy in the
technological development of LNG fuelled engines. Classification societies are also active in this regard and have
issued “Rules for LNG for Ships”. Recently, Deen shipping developed a 6,100 dwt dual-fuelled chemical tanker
named ‘MTS ARGONON’ which is the world’s first new-built LNG fueled tanker. Classed by Lloyd’s Register, it
sails on dual fuel, 80% LNG & 20% diesel. Besides being an environmental friendly fuel, LNG is also cheaper than
diesel, which helps the ship to save significant amount of money over time. Furthermore, LNG powered escort tug
has been developed by BB with LNG engine support of Rolles-Royce marine. If these indications are anything to
believe, most of the future ships will be LNG powered contributing in green shipping.
5. Solar & Wind Powered Ships: Imagine the situation when we will have finished all our reservoir of oil and gas;
really horrible! Sailing ships, once used in past, are definitely not going to return but shipbuilding industry is trying
hard to develop technologies to utilise renewable sources of energy (i.e, wind & sun) to run the ships considering
today’s challenges.
The world’s largest solar powered ship named ‘Turanor’ is a 100 metric ton catamaran which motored around the
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world without using any fuel and is currently being used
as a research vessel. Though exclusive solar or wind
powered ships look commercially and practically not
viable today, they can’t be ruled out of future use with
more technical advancements.
Recently, many technologies have come which support
the big ships to reduce fuel consumption by utilizing
solar panels or rigid sails. A device named Energy Sail
(patent pending) has been developed by Eco Marine
Power will help the ships to extract power from wind
and sun so as to reduce fuel costs and emission of
greenhouse gases. It is exclusively designed for
shipping and can be fitted to wide variety of vessels
from oil carrier to patrol ships.
6. Buckypaper: Buckypaper is a thin sheet made up of
carbon nanotubes (CNT). Each CNT is 50,000 thinner
than human air. Comparing with the conventional
shipbuilding material (i.e. steel), buckypaper is 1/10th
the weight of steel but potentially 500 times stronger in
strength and 2 times harder than diamond when its
sheets are compiled to form a composite. The vessel
built from this lighter material would require less fuel,
hence increasing energy efficiency. It is corrosion
resistant and flame retardant which could prevent fire on
ships. A research has already been initiated for the use
of buckypaper as a construction material of a future
aeroplane. So, a similar trend can’t be ruled out in case
of shipbuilding.

Joint Base Pearl Harbor -Hickam, Hawaii.

The first prototype of the US Navy’s submarinehunting catamaran-style drone ship is undergoing
testing out of Pearl Harbor this month. The Sea Hunter
- a Medium Displacement Unmanned Surface Vehicle,
as it is formally. The testing, overseen by the Office of
Naval Research, is intended to demonstrate the Sea
Hunter’s capabilities for endurance and range, Gorman
said in a written statement. The testing also seeks to
establish “operator trust in safe, reliable operation via
rigorous at-sea testing and modelling and simulation.
The demonstrations are part of the process to enable “a
new class of naval system.

7. Integrated Electric Propulsion: The integrated
electric propulsion technology is an arrangement
wherein gas turbines or diesel generators or both
generate three-phase electricity which can be used to
power electric motors which turns propellers or water
jets. The system uses electric transmission instead of
mechanical transmission which eliminates the need for
clutches and reduces or eliminates the use of gearboxes.

The Sea Hunter was designed and built by the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency, (DARPA), it has
described the Sea Hunter as “the first of what could
ultimately become an entirely new class of ocean-going
vessel able to traverse thousands of kilometres over
open seas for months at a time, without a single crew
member aboard Sea Hunter’s creation as a significant
advancement in “human-machine collaboration.

Some of the advantages of using this technology are
freedom of placement of engine, less noisy ships,
reduction in weight and volume etc. Warships of future
like HMS Queen Elizabeth of Royal Navy and Zumwalt
Class Destroyers of US Navy will use the integrated
electric propulsion.

Potential missions for the drone ship would include
submarine tracking and countermine activities. The 132
-foot robotic ship has a range of 10,000 nautical miles
at 14 mph. the prototype cost US$23 million to produce
and that it would cost about US$15,000 to $20,000 per
day to operate this type drone ship once several of them
are in the Navy’s fleet.

A proposal to hit cruise lines with a new tax will add an
unfair burden to the industry and drive up costs for both
operators and passengers, Cruise Lines International
Association (CLIA) Australasia has warned. CLIA has
joined with other shipping and business organizations in
opposing a planned Biosecurity Imports Levy, which
was originally aimed at sea freight when announced by
the Australian Government last year, but which is now
flagged for cruise lines starting as soon as July.
The Levy will support a smarter and more efficient
biosecurity system and will be used to offset costs of
biosecurity activities, trialling new technologies and
increasing investment in the delivery of effective
biosecurity services, such as screening passengers and
cargo at sea ports, as the volume and complexity of
trade into Australia increases. Extending this new tax to
the cruise industry has come as a complete surprise and
without proper consultation, There is no justification for
hitting cruise lines with charges originally designed for
freight.
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A Fateful Journey

This is a another story written by the late Colin Butler back in 2001 and most worthy of a reprint.
After the war finished my parents decided that the best hope for the whole family would be to immigrate, with four
sisters and two brothers all but one younger than me, it seemed a reasonable idea. My Mother's first choice was
Canada but after a couple of visits to Montreal and Vancouver I persuaded her there could be better places.
As luck would have it on 27 January 1949 I
was sent to join the “Tamaroa” at the King
George Docks. Owned by Shaw Savill she
was a sturdy vessel and although by now I
had had enough of passenger ships I liked the
idea of a trip to warmer climes in New
Zealand and Australia. In those days all
available ships were full of immigrants
looking for a better life.
We sailed on a bitterly cold January day for
the Panama Canal and then on to Wellington.
The trip was uneventful although somewhat
long, 29 days I think. After discharging the
passengers, cargo work commenced at a very
leisurely rate. Before very long the shore
timekeeper appeared in the mess room
looking for extra labour any night of the week
and weekends. Soon we were making more money from working cargo than our wages from the ship. After about
ten days in Wellington I sat down and wrote to the family. This is the place to be, New Zealand. Little did I know it
would take another six years for the dream to be realised. Soon we had finished discharging and commenced
loading. Still the money rolled in and the days slipped by. No world records broken on this waterfront.
Eventually we sailed for Auckland to top up and pick up homeward bound passengers, among which were to be the
49 “All Blacks” on their way to South Africa. On sailing day it poured with rain all day that was a disappointment
because thousands of people turned out to farewell the “All Blacks”team.
Just about an hour before we sailed one of the stewards came back from a lengthy session in the Hotel and decided
to climb the mast. If you can picture it, heavy and steady rain, thousands of people of the wharf, news cameras
rolling and this twit sitting on the mast table slowly sobering up and realising he didn't like heights. Nothing would
make him move so the mate told two of us to go up and help him down, fat chance. He wouldn't let go and no matter
what we said he just sat there with his eyes closed refusing to even acknowledge our presence. By this time we were
all soaking wet and miserable. Eventually the problem was solved in a very unexpected and unpleasant way,
somebody switched the steaming lights on and we all got an electric shock. The other AB and l were still standing
on the rigging and as you can imagine it frightened the hell out of us. After much yelling we managed to get the
lights turned off. The poor guy on the table got the biggest shock and we managed to get him on the rigging and
slowly down to the deck.
This feat was rewarded by thunderous applause from the people on the wharf who seemed to think this
entertainment had been put on to relieve their boredom. After sailing we went to Freemantle for bunkers and then
slowly over to Cape Town, South Africa where we farewelled the “All Blacks” (where they never won a test). A
month at sea plays hell with your fitness. Soon we were on the last leg home. Moving out into the South Atlantic the
weather was still balmy and we slowly went about our business for a few days before the “incident”. I was on the 48 watch and had gone to the mess room for breakfast when the Bosun came bursting in and announced we were all
to get a sock and fill it with sand and standby. One gets used to peculiar orders at sea, but this seemed a bit wacky.
Perhaps it was a new way to chip paint off without disturbing the passengers.
The Bosun wouldn't comment, but told us to be ready if called. We all filled our socks and went on with our meals.
It didn't last long, the Mate came through the door as if someone was chasing him. He certainly caught our attention
very quickly because he was waving the biggest revolver I had ever seen, any bigger and it would have had wheels
on. “Follow me men” he cried and none of us moved. It was slowly dawned on me that the Mate had gone mad and
it was him we should be battering with our socks full of sand. Fortunately seeing how reluctant we were to move he
explained that one of the passengers was on the deck at the top swimming pool and was stark naked.
Now this may not sound very dangerous but I should explain that this particular passenger who joined us in
Auckland was a Marine Sergeant Drill Instructor who had been on loan to the NZ Navy and was on his way home.
He was enormous, a real giant of a man. What we didn't know was while we had been eating, several members of
the crew had been trying to persuade him to dress and go to his cabin, but he had become extremely violent. Hence
the revolver and our required presence. On arriving where the poor guy was I knew I wasn't going to enjoy this one
bit. He was frothing at the mouth and looked even bigger without clothes on. Fortunately we had two ships Doctors
and a Nurse, plus the Mate and about eight seamen.
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The Senior Doctor told us the plan was for us all to rush him and hold him on deck while the Nurse gave him an
injection to put him to sleep whereupon we would carry him aft to the crew's hospital. A simple plan, but who wants
to be the first man to jump on him. No one apparently, but after what seemed to be a lengthy delay the Doctor
jumped on his back and we all rushed forward. By this time we had been instructed not to use our socks full of sand
in case we upset him. His strength was unbelievable and we were under real pressure to hold him down.
He never stopped struggling and the sweat was pouring off all of us. The Nurse jabbed the needle into his leg and it
made not the slightest difference. She quickly got another one and injected him again with the same result. By now I
had visions of him throwing us all overboard and desperation was creeping in. The Doctor told the Nurse to get the
chloroform so off she went for an eternity. My position in this jigsaw was kneeling on the deck behind his head
holding his shoulders down. Others were lying across his legs and yet others pinning his arms. Still he was as strong
as ever and we were hanging on for grim death.
When the Nurse arrived back she placed a large pad over his face and poured on the chloroform. Soon she had
success, I went out like a light. When I awoke feeling very sick the marine was in the hospital handcuffed to a wire
strop fed through two outside portholes. With his hand cuffed to two eyes each end of the strop he was able to move
around and lay down but couldn't harm anyone (or so we thought!). I made a quick recovery but I'm afraid the poor
Marine didn't. He got progressively worse and very shy. We all relaxed once he was shackled and just checked on
him periodically during each watch. The poor Nurse on the other hand spent a lot of time looking after him and
feeding him.
One night she decided to check on him before turning in. but when she got there she couldn't see him so she put her
head through one of the portholes. He was crouching down and he jumped up and tried to strangle her. The only
thing that saved her was when she became unconscious the weight of her body was too much for him and he had to
let go. Fortunately she was soon found and recovered quickly except for bruising. However this was the end of our
holiday. For the rest of the voyage one man from the duty watch had to sit outside the hospital door. After a while
we slipped into an uneasy truce with him. We gave him matchsticks and other small items, which he would arrange
into formation and yell out orders to them. Since they were all inanimate including dead flies when he could catch
them, nothing moved, but he seemed happy. He then started to give us all names. I was General De Gaulle. He
sometimes would stand to attention and salute us when we arrived and invite us in for a cup of tea, I never was
tempted nor were any of the others.
When we arrived at Tilbury to discharge passengers I saw two young naval men on the wharf with an ambulance.
When they came on board I suggested to them they should get some more men. They smiled at me and assured me
this is what they were trained for. I guess it look all of five minutes before they were back very white faced and
disappeared ashore.
Eventually he went ashore in a straightjacket and I never saw or heard of him again. I have often wondered what
became of him. The next day I paid off and went home. I had lots of things to talk about with the family.

Design Unveiled for World’s First Pure-Electric Tanker
Japanese shipping company Asahi Tanker
and compatriot shipbroking company ExenoYamamizu Corporation Tokyo have jointly
developed a new domestic shipping tanker
design which incorporates zero-emission
electric propulsion. The first vessel is
planned to be launched in the fourth quarter
of 2020. Its core energy source will be
electricity, achieved by way of adopting
lithium-ion batteries.
According to the two companies, the new
vessel
design
and
related
project
infrastructure development will be known as “e5”, incorporating five core elements — electrification, environment,
economics, efficiency and evolution. The “e5” vessel will feature a length of 60 meters and a width of 10.3 meters
and will have a cargo tank capacity of 1,300 cubic meters.
In anticipation of future adaptations to regulatory conformity, ClassNK has been appointed to make technical advice
on ship design and electric propulsion.
Commercial model development of “e5” design is underway for all bunker supply vessels trading in Tokyo Bay. The
project is also working for creating “e5” coastal vessels which would require longer cruising range. As explained,
the new concept creates solutions to issues such as a shortage of crews, vessel demand balance, and environmental
regulation, thus contributing to the sustainability of the domestic shipping industry. The project is confident that, by
utilizing the “e5” concept of ocean transport, stable energy supply will be achieved.
World Maritime News.
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My story of THE BLACK PEARL
by Jerry Purvice
It was during 1948 when, as young seaman aged nineteen, I
worked on a ten-thousand-ton cargo ship. After passing through
the Panama Canal, we stopped at the Dutch Island of Curacao
for three days, and it was here my appetite became whetted
regarding pirate ships that roamed the seas of the Caribbean
during the times of Henry Morgan, a privateer in 1655.
The battlements that lined and overlooked Curacao harbour
bristled with cannons that would no doubt blow ships out of the
water with its narrow entrance to the port; they could not miss.
We were told at the time it had been Henry Morgan’s safe haven
in his early days of piracy. Whether this is true or not is anyone's
guess. What we do know is that he plundered the Spanish Main
with success. Eventually, he was arrested by the British under an
agreement they had with Spain not to plunder their ships.
Henry Morgan was taken to England still under arrest, but on
arrival, he was treated as a hero by the populace government and
King Charles II who knighted him with a full pardon and made him Lieutenant Governor of Jamaica with a licence
to attack Spanish ships, providing England was given a good slice of the bounty.
It was rumoured, a naval frigate man-of-war ship was bestowed on him. Whether this is fact or romantic fiction, it’s
hard to say. Over the years even Hollywood filmmakers have got in on the act with films titled The Black Swan, and
a more current movie, The Pirates of the Caribbean, this time naming the ship The Black Pearl. I question if these
names existed or were they perhaps just a movie-makers imagination.
I found it to be food for thought until one day as I was buying my newspaper, there in front of me on a display
board, a free magazine supplement – how to build the Black Pearl step by step with each issue. It immediately took
my interest, and without hesitation, I accepted the free offer – the rest is history.
Subscribing to each weekly issue
with building kit surprised me at
the infinite detail and challenges;
the dedicated hours upon hours of
shaping small pieces of timber
into planking, and the odd shapes
required to build the ship. It took
two and a half years to complete.
The model is built to the nearest
thing as possible to the real ship.
The hull is treble planked, all
individually laid. The Black Pearl
is my first attempt at building this
type of model, and now I sit back
with a satisfied smile and ask
myself, “Did you really build
that, Jerry?”
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Paddy’s tasks on a cargo ship were basic, but

Phone Problems

somehow be always messed them up. The Captain
intervened “Paddy, the crew are saying you’re more
dangerous than Black Beard! But I’m going to give you
one last chance An old Australian died last night on C
Deck, a George Grant and his dying wish was to be
buried at sea. So go down to C Deck and from the
second cabin on your left pick up the body and throw it
overboard.”

Brian Hunt was telling me of when
walking into a public toilet, he
finds two cubicles one is already
occupied. So he enters the other
one, closes the door, drops’em and
sits down.
He’s just getting comfortable
when a voice comes from the
cubicle next door “G’day mate,
how are you going?” Thinking this a bit strange but not
wanting to be rude replies “Yeh, not too bad thanks”
After a short pause, he hears the voice again “So, what
are you up to mate? Again answering reluctantly, but
unsure what to say, Brian replies “Amm, just having a
quick sit, how about yourself?”

Paddy’s gone for hours, and the Captain is worried.
Finally, Paddy turns up on deck all bruised and
sweating like a pig. Well Captain, “Paddy says “I’ve
finally buried George Michael from the third cabin on
the right on D deck.” The Captain screams “Paddy I
said George Grant from C deck second cabin on the
left!” The Captain trying to stay calm asks “Paddy this
George Michael you threw overboard……. was he
dead?” Paddy replies proudly, “Well Captain he said he
wasn’t, but you know these Australians, they’re terrible
liars.

Then hears the voice for the 3rd time..... “Sorry mate,
I’ll have to call you back, I’ve got some idiot next to
me answering all my questions”.

A man was walking in the country when he saw a
pig with a wooden leg sitting outside a barn. As he was
wondering what happened to the pig, the pig’s owner
came along. The man asked the farmer how the pig
came to have a wooden leg. The farmer said, “Let me
tell you, that is some pig! Our house caught fire last
April and he dragged my kids to safety!”

There was once a man named Odd. People made

fun of him because of his name so he decided to keep
his gravestone completely blank when he died.
Now when people pass by his grave
site, they scratch their head, point and
say, “That's odd.”

“Is that how he lost his leg?” the man asked. “No,”
replied the farmer. “But a month ago, I almost drowned
and that pig swam through icy water to pull me to
shore!” “So that’s how he lost his leg,” the man asked.
“Oh, no. Just a week ago, my wife’s car slid off the
road onto the train tracks. That pig
broke through the window and helped
her out just as a train came through!”
the farmer said.

SEQ SLOP CHEST
Metal MN Lapel Badges
Metal Vindicatrix Lapel Badges
MN Blazer Badges
MN Blazer Badges
MN Cap Badge
Club Shirt (to order)
MN Poppy Badge

$8 00 each
$5.00 each
$22.00 each
$15.00 each
$17.00 each
$50.00 each
$20.00 each

“So THAT’S how he lost his leg!” the man said. “No,”
replied the farmer. “Then HOW did he lose it?” the
man begged. “Well,” the farmer replied, “when you got
a pig that terrific, you don’t want to eat it all at once!”

Special
Medium Club Shirt in very good con’d $20
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