Newsletter 39 - April 2020

Editor: Bill Davis (Bundy2525@shirbil.com)
Ph: 0413 562 056
PO Box 4128, BUNDABERG SOUTH QLD 4670

S.E. Qld. Vindicatrix
&
MN Mariners Association Inc.
www.seq.vindicatrix.com

Anchors Aweigh
The White Star Line RMS Arabic
The RMS Arabic was an ocean liner which
entered service in 1903 for the White Star
Line. She was sunk on 19 August 1915 by
the German submarine U-24, 50 mi (80 km)
south of Kinsale. Her sinking caused a
diplomatic incident.
The Arabic was originally intended to be the
Minnewaska, one of four ships ordered from
Harland & Wolff Ltd., Belfast, Ireland, by
the Atlantic Transport Line (ATL), but fell
victim to the recession and the shipbuilding
rationalization following the ATL’s 1902
incorporation
into
the
International
Mercantile Marine Company, and was
transferred before completion to the White Star Line as the Arabic. She was extensively modified before launch
with additional accommodation which extended her superstructure aft of her third mast and forward of her second
mast. She could accommodate 200 first class passengers and 1,000 third class.
Arabic commenced her maiden voyage from Liverpool to New York via Queenstown on 26 June 1903, arriving in
New York on 5 July. She spent most of her working life on the Liverpool, Queenstown, and New York route,
occasionally sailing on the Liverpool to Boston run. In 1913 her first class accommodation was reclassified as
second class and extra lifeboats were added following the new regulations instituted after the loss of the Titanic,
and at the end of 1914 she resumed the Liverpool to New York route.
On 4 August 1915 Britain declared war on Germany. On 19 August a German U-24 submarine sank the Arabic,
outward bound for America, 80 km south of Kinsale. The Arabic was zigzagging at the time, and the commander of
U-24 said that he thought she was trying to ram his submarine. He fired a single torpedo which struck the liner aft,
and she sank within 10 minutes, with the loss of 44 passengers and crew, three of whom were American. On 22
August US President Wilson’s press officer issued a statement to the effect that the White House staff was
speculating on what to do if the Arabic investigation indicated that there had been a deliberate German attack. If
true, there was speculation that the US would sever relations with Germany, while if it was untrue, negotiations
were possible.
At the same time, US Secretary of State Lansing approved Assistant Secretary Chandler Anderson’s suggestion for
a meeting with German Ambassador Johann Heinrich von Bernstorff to explain informally that if Germany
abandoned submarine warfare, Britain would be the only violator of American neutral rights. Anderson met
Bernstorff at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in New York and reported to Lansing that Bernstorff had immediately
recognized the advantage of making Britain responsible for illegal acts unless Britain ended its war zone.
Following the Arabic incident, German Chancellor Theobald von Bethmann-Hollweg and Foreign Secretary
Gottlieb von Jagow decided to tell the Americans about their secret orders of 1 June and 5 June, which instructed
submarine commanders not to torpedo passenger ships without notice and provisions for the safety of passengers
and crew, and on 25 August Bethmann-Hollweg informed US Ambassador James W. Gerard about the June orders.
Bethmann-Hollweg and von Jagow also sought the Kaiser’s approval to spare all passenger ships from submarine
attack. This proposal angered the German admiralty, Alfred von Tirpitz offering to resign his post as Naval
Secretary. The Kaiser rejected Tirpitz’s offer and supported Bethmann and on 28 August the Chancellor issued new
orders to submarine commanders and relayed them to Washington. The new orders stated that until further notice,
all passenger ships could only be sunk after warning and the saving of passengers and crews. This agreement they
kept to until 1917.
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Meanderings from Brian
Well how the world has changed, we have seen the best and worst of people since the last time I wrote, but I’ll stick
to the positives. To the best of my knowledge not one of our extended family have succumbed to the virus. The roll
call of the sick parade has improved, Mike Taylor is back home to his long suffering wife Brenda, albeit without all
the services she should be entitled to, but they are working on that.
Diana Fair has started her chemo treatment and is still caring for Willie with the help of their family, the two strokes
Willie had, have left him with a loss of memory, despite this both of them walked across to the hospital to visit
Eileen, yep they live that close.
John Sutherland who I haven’t seen for many months in the Opal Aged Care, is ok according to the authorities, will
attempt to see him after this emergency is over. Brian Ribbans our Vindi boy in the UK is recovering at home and is
in isolation as he has a friend who was in touch with a Coronavirus victim.
Bevan Savage, who hails from the same town as myself Romford, has had complications with his Hip Replacement,
he was operated on in Pindara Hospital the same time as Eileen was in there, he had complications with his Prostate
and was transferred to the Gold Coast Hospital from ICU, after further tests it looks as if he will have to have his
Prostate removed, a serious matter.
John Paulling our Raymond Terrace member is recovering from a Pace Maker insertion, he reports a slow recovery,
we hope he continues to improve. There are I know a few other members who are unwell or recovering from
operations but are hiding their light under a bushel, on behalf of all the Lads and Lassies we wish you well.
On checking up with Will and Osk Lowe found out they managed to get back into Australia from the UK, but are
one week in to their mandatory isolation, it’s a hard life as they live on Hope Island on a canal.
On a sad note we lost two associates who Crossed the Bar in the last fortnight. Frank Finch of the Maritime Museum
fame at Kyogle, we attempted to make his funeral but it was just getting too hard, so I sent a message via the funeral
parlour to his family from all of us, remarking on our visit to his museum where he treated us royally, our last
contact was also at Kyogle at our trip “Escape to the Country.” In particular to our Vindi boys the passing of Fred
Joughin past President of the Qld Vindi boys will be hard to resign to, Fred was a Liverpool Scouse and had the
humour to go with that area of the UK, he eventually succumbed to Parkinson disease which he had had all the
years I knew him, once again the last contact with him was when he phoned to congratulate us on the erection and
dedication of the monument. Sadly we will be unable to go to his funeral, but I have once again sent a message to
his daughter and family on our behalf, to which they have replied with gratitude.
On a brighter note a message from our Chaplain John Reid, he has at last retired from conducting services at 84 not
before time, but he wishes to inform all our members, he will continue as our official Chaplain, as such he will
continue to help with Advice and Grief counselling, and of course with any Spiritual matters, his telephone no is 07
5599 1417.
The presentation of our grant cheque has been postponed by the federal member for obvious reasons, as it was only
for $232 no problem, that was for the little bit of maintenance to the monument.
Last but by no means least, Bill our editor and Shirley our web master cut short their jaunt in their caravan when
they heard the border was being closed by Queensland, not wanting to self isolate for 2 weeks they harnessed up
their tug and hot footed it from Coffs Harbour to Brisbane in one hit, yep escaped by 18 hours, we do get sillier as
we get older as they phoned us as they were passing on the Pacific Highway as our house is within hearing distance
of the highway and said they were waving at us, I actually waved back in case they had a drone on us, ha, Ripleys
believe it or not…..
I have sent out to our local members by e-mail, an address to apply for “Application for an Entry Pass” into
Queensland, if there is anyone else who needs that pass, now the border is closed, just get in contact with me and I'll
forward it.
On more mundane matters, popped up to the Monument last Sunday, to clean bird poo etc. and all was well with
halyard etc. to my dismay a flock of seagulls and one other type of bird have mastered getting under the bird
protection wire on the cross bar, I say one other type of bird because I'm used to cleaning off seagull poo which is
white but this chap deposited a dark brown mass on the 2nd plaque in which needed a lot more elbow grease and
water. The next time we lower the flag pole I'm going to alter the height of the wire, hopefully only sparrows can
then perch up there.
Out of respect we will still fly the flags on ANZAC Day and Centaur Day, at sunset on both days I'll go up there
with Eileen and lower the flags. Most of the local lads will know of course that that those services have been
cancelled, if they don't then this is official confirmation.
Stay well everybody and take every precaution you can, Eileen and I are bunkered down as we did in the 1940’s.
El Presidente, Brian.
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Plans to redevelop Captain Cook Memorial and Lighthouse
By Jonathon Howard, Tweed Valley Weekly
TWEED SHIRE ratepayers are set to
benefit from a major revitalisation of the
Captain Cook Memorial and Lighthouse at
Point Danger without footing the bill,
according to the latest plans for the iconic
precinct. The estimated $1.97-million bill
for the demolition and reconstruction of
the precinct is a joint venture between
Tweed Shire Council and the City of Gold
Coast with funding for the development
provided through a $970,000 grant from
the NSW State Government and the
remaining $1 million provided by the City
of Gold Coast. Public exhibition of the
plans have now expired with the last day
for comment on Wednesday, January 29.
Concrete cancer, among other issues, were
discovered at the iconic site, forcing
almost the entire structure to be replaced.
The proposed works include the
demolition and reconstruction of the
Marine Rescue Point Danger (MRPD)
building as well as the base slab and stairs
of the memorial viewing platform.
“Incorporated into the design are various
landscape treatments to enhance the
amenity and accessibility of the site as
well as additional car parking to
accommodate the inclusion of a new cafe
as part of the development,” the plans read. According to Council records, the structure was originally built in 1970
as a joint project between Tweed Shire Council and the then Gold Coast City Council to commemorate the 200th
anniversary of Captain Cook’s voyage of discovery along the east coast of Australia. “These works included the
lighthouse tower and viewing platform beneath as well as the stairs leading up to the platform,” the plans read.
“Extensions to this structure were later carried out in 1990 by the Point Danger Volunteer Marine Rescue Group
(now known as Marine Rescue Point Danger) who extended the viewing platform east of the original structure and
built a single-storey headquarters beneath which is still operational today. “Both buildings are prominent local
landmarks and the site in general is a popular tourist attraction as a border marker and lookout over the Pacific
Ocean.”
Contractors were engaged to complete remedial works at the site, but during these works further significant issues
were identified. Further inspections conducted in 2014, found the extension to be severely degraded “through the
ingress of water and chlorides from above as well as by carbonation from below”. “The result is that the slab that
forms the extended public lookout platform and the roof of the VMR is approaching the end of its useful life,” the
plans read. “The slab is at the point where it is starting to lose its structural strength and this process cannot be
economically reversed or repaired." In light of the above structural assessments, it is considered that the building
extension constructed in 1990 has reached the end of its serviceable life.
The redevelopment will include repairs of the Marine Rescue NSW building with an upgraded facility with
enhanced viewing over the Tweed Bar. The building has been designed by an architect and will feature a cantilever
public viewing platform over Point Danger. It will retain the heritage aspects of the original building and essentially
have the same look from the street. The kiosk will be extended to incorporate a gallery/cafe, which will document
history of the area on internal walls via storyboards. This will include Aboriginal heritage values of the area which
according to Council “have not been reflected at the site to date”. The redevelopment also will provide additional
public toilets.
Tweed Director of Community and Natural Resources Tracey Stinson said heritage consultants had advised that the
aesthetics of the original border markers were to remain and the rebuild was to be low impact and consistent with the
original border marker structure built in 1971. “But, the silver lining in this rebuild is that it provides us with the
opportunity to improve the amenity of this popular vantage point for residents and visitors alike,” she said.

**************
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On this day, Eighty-one years ago (13th January 1939)

with temperatures above 110°F (45°C)
across Victoria and the state in drought, bushfires consumed 3,700 buildings across the state, 71 lives were lost and
5 towns completely destroyed and never to be rebuilt.

The Royal Commission into “Black Friday’” concluded; “There had been no fires to equal these in destructiveness
or intensity in the history of settlement in this State, except perhaps the fires of 1851, which, too, came at summer
culmination of a long drought”. At midday, in many places, it was dark as night. Men carrying hurricane lamps,
worked to make safe their families and belongings. Travellers on the highways were trapped by fires or blazing
fallen trees and perished. Throughout the land there was daytime darkness.
The speed of the fires was appalling. They leaped from mountain peak to mountain peak, or far out into the lower
country, lighting the forests 6 or 7 miles in advance of the main fires. Blown by a wind of great force, they roared as
they travelled. Balls of crackling fire sped at a great pace in advance of the fires, consuming with a roaring,
explosive noise, all that they touched. On that day it appeared that the whole State was alight.
Every child in every Australian school should be taught about the events of ‘Black Friday’ 1939 to give them an
understanding and appreciation of the extreme danger of the Australian bush. However keeping them ignorant of
Australia’s bushfire history makes it far easier to radicalise them and recruit them into the Climate Cult.

The U.S.'s $13 Billion Aircraft Carriers Have Toilet Problem
The toilets on America’s two newest aircraft carriers, USS Bush and USS Ford are experiencing clogging problems,
and the only way to keep the pipes draining is to use a special, extremely expensive acid solution. The two carriers
toilet plumbing system, modelled on the plumbing system installed on airliners, clogs frequently requiring the Navy
to regularly service them with an acid that costs $400,000 per use. The Government Accountability Office (GAO)
reported during a review of Navy shipbuilding programs by the Government Accountability Office
The clogging problems with the new toilet system were well known even before USS Ford finished construction. In
2011, the Navy Times reported on toilet issues with the USS Bush, the first carrier to feature the toilet vacuum
system, writing that during the ship’s maiden deployment in 2009, the ship averaged 25 calls a week to fix the
commodes and all 432 commodes on the ship went down twice. The problem was reportedly so widespread sailors
were peeing in bottles and emptying them overboard and experiencing health problems.
The report explained that the acid flushes are “an unplanned maintenance action for the entire service life of the
ship,” and it is difficult to calculate sustainment costs given that it is unclear exactly how many times this process
will need to be repeated, which illustrate how ships being delivered can end up costing more to sustain than was
anticipated. “The Navy has delivered warships-such as aircraft carriers, destroyers, and submarines-to its fleet over
the past 10 years that require more effort to sustain than initially planned,” the GAO said, revealing that it has
assessed that the Navy initially underestimated sustainment costs for a handful of shipbuilding programs by $130
billion.
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Macquarie Lighthouse
The Macquarie Lighthouse is Australia’s first and longest operating
navigational light. There has been a navigational aid on this site since
1791 and a lighthouse since 1818. A flagstaff was erected on this site
at South Head in Sydney, in 1791, just a few years after the First
Fleet arrived to settle New South Wales. A wood and coal fired
beacon, a basket on a tripod, was established in 1793 and was the
only guiding light for the next 25 years.
The first lighthouse structure in Australia it was started in 1816 and
completed in 1818 at the command of Governor Macquarie. The
work was undertaken by Francis Greenway, the famous convict
Architect, responsible for many significant and beautiful buildings in
early Sydney. Governor Macquarie was so pleased with the quality
of the work that Greenway was producing, he granted him
emancipation for his efforts.
However, Greenway had warned that the poor quality of the
sandstone being used would result in the rapid deterioration of the
new tower. The new light was a revolving apparatus, powered by a
clockwork mechanism, and consisting of a number of oil burning
lamps set in parabolic reflectors. It flashed once every minute and
was visible for 22 miles. As Greenway had predicted the tower soon
began to deteriorate. Several large stones fell away as early as 1823. Large iron bands were placed around the tower
to prevent further movement.
The state of the tower was so parlous by 1878 that the New South Wales Government determined to build a new
tower. The construction of the current Macquarie Lighthouse was begun in 1881 and the light was first exhibited in
1883. It was designed by James Barnet and is a replica of the original tower, but stronger in materials and design.
Barnet’s crown was larger to accommodate a large lantern room and the larger apparatus. There was also a gunmetal
railing. This design was to become the trademark of many other lighthouses that Barnet designed.
The new light’s giant lens was a first order sixteen sided dioptric holophotal revolving white light based on the
Fresnel system, about two metres in diameter showing an eight second flash every minute, and with a range of 25
nautical miles.
The lighting apparatus at the time was described by the builder, Chance Brothers, of Birmingham as the most
efficient in the world. It was electric in operation, with the power being produced by two De Meritens magnetos
weighing two and a half tons. These were driven by an eight-horse power “Crossley – otto cycle” silent horizontal
coal gas engine at 830 rpm. Only one of the de Meritens generators is still in existence: it is owned by the
Powerhouse Museum and on display at the Lighthouse. Likewise the original switchboard is owned by the museum
but installed at the Lighthouse. The Museum have one of the arc lamps, but it is not on display at either venue.
The electric apparatus was only used in bad weather. When the weather got really bad the second magneto was
brought into operation producing a light of 6,000,000 candelas, the most powerful in the world at the time. In clear
weather the illuminate was provided by a gas burner. With the commencement of the new light, the lantern was
removed from the old tower but the structure itself was not demolished for several years. The power generators for
the new light proved too expensive to run and in 1912 the apparatus was converted to a vaporised kerosene
incandescent mantle system.
With the connection of the city power supply in 1933 the light was converted back to electricity. At the time a
smaller lens was installed and this is basically the mode of operation we see today. The lighthouse was fully
automated in 1976. The keepers were eventually withdrawn in 1989.

The Taipale and Konnus Canals will be opened for traffic
on Monday 30 March 2020 at 15.00hrs. The Saimaa Canal
connects Lake Saimaa to the Gulf of Finland.
Nearly half of the Saimaa Canal runs through a land area leased
from Russia. The eight locks of the Saimaa Canal are operated
via remote control centres at Mälkiä and Brusnitchnoe. The
Saimaa Canal was first opened in 1856 and was, at that time,
the largest construction project ever completed in Finland.
Travel by pleasure craft and all passenger transport is prohibited
in the Saimaa Canal due to the coronavirus situation.
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The 'Sand Mafia' fuelling India's $120 billion building boom
It's difficult to believe that sand - that seemingly innocuous little granule - could cause any trouble, let alone lead to
murder. And that's probably because we tend to take it for granted. Even though most people never even think about
it, sand is all around you pretty much all the time. No sand, no modern civilisation. The demand for sand is fuelling a
sinister and dangerous black market organisation, a "sand mafia". Desert sand is pretty much useless for
construction, as the grains are too smooth to lock together.
Sand has been used for construction since 7000 BC, but its use ramped up at the turn of the 20th century. Once it
was perfected - wham - it just took over the entire planet. Concrete, which is made out of sand and gravel, is now
used to make our buildings, shopping malls and roads.
Great Moments in science looks at how many products and industries have sand as an ingredient and why it's one
that's running low. Sand from the desert is unsuitable for construction, so instead we mostly use sand found at the
bottom of rivers, lakes, oceans and on beaches. The world uses 50 billion tonnes of this kind of sand every year more than any other natural resource, except for water.
When you are talking about quantities that large, sooner or later you're going to run into shortages, and that is in fact
what is happening in a growing number of places around the world. It's more about the right quality of sand and
where it's found. For various uses we need quite pure sand…. and getting sand that's that pure can be quite tricky,
the problem of diminishing sand supplies is particularly significant in developing countries.
There's certainly a lot of over-exploitation of sand, particularly in developing economies that are digging it up very
quickly. Scarcity of sand, and efforts to regulate the sand mining industry, have spawned an illegal trade. The
demand for sand is so intense in some places that organised criminal gangs have taken over the trade.
And they do what criminal gangs do everywhere to people who try to stop them. They have murdered hundreds of
people in the last few years over sand. In India, they call them the sand mafia. They have literally murdered
hundreds of people, including many journalists, including one that was burned to death recently. Another one was
hacked to death with machetes. But it's not only journalists. It's also environmental activists, police officers,
government officials - and that's not counting all the ones who have been threatened, who've been beaten up, who've
been chased off their land.
In 2017 the ABC's Foreign Correspondent travelled to India to chase the sand mafia, revealing that despite a nearblanket ban on unlicensed sand mining across India, it operates with near impunity. India is not alone. He cites a
recent murder in South Africa related to rival gangs of sand miners fighting over sand, the murder of a Mexican
environmental activist trying to stop sand mining in his village, and other sand-related killings in Kenya, Gambia
and Indonesia. It's a worldwide phenomenon.
India’s sand mafia will not go away soon because it includes many business people and politicians. The police’s cut
of the “royalties” alone, inflates the price of finite river sands from 15,000 rupees (about $200) a truckload to
between 40,000 and 80,000 rupees.
Taking sand from local river systems and transporting it far distances has lots of implications for energy use and also
just ecological devastation. In places such as Singapore or Bangkok where there's very little sand locally around, the
sand's got to come from elsewhere, internationally. So you then get quite a lot of issues around importing sand
across borders, and really devastating ecosystems.
To get sand out of the rivers you just completely dredge the river and everything in it. That includes sediment, and
when a river is depleted of that, there can be dire consequences. Water then goes much faster, you can get much
more flooding, and downstream effects can really be quite extreme. Scientists advocate tighter international laws on
sand mining to curtail environmental damage. First of all, there needs better rules and regulations around the world
on sand mining. In many Western countries those rules are largely in place, but are totally missing in a lot of Asia
and Africa and the developing world.
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Royal Navy Warships Laid Up
A number of British Royal Navy ships are
laid up because they can't cope with the
warm water in the Gulf?
Half of the Royal Navy's Type 45 Destroyers
are out of service, Defence Secretary Ben
Wallace has said. Chronic recruitment
problems in the Royal Navy are also forcing
some ships to remain in harbour, reports Mr
Wallace told the defence select committee a
quarter of the Royal Navy’s 76 ships are
inoperable. He suggested this had prevented
him from deploying the Royal Navy “to meet
some of our ambitions and tasks” and said that
only three of the six Daring-class destroyers hailed by the Royal Navy as being among the
most advanced warships ever built - are in
service.
The Type 45s, which the Royal Navy describes as its ‘backbone’, need fixing “because they could not cope with
warm water after problems in the Gulf”, Type 45 HMS Duncan has been among the Royal Navy warships that have
protected UK shipping from being harassed by Iranian forces in the Gulf and the strait of Hormuz. She has now
returned, and has been replaced out there by fellow 45 HMS Defender and Type 45 HMS Dragon is currently part of
the HMS Queen Elizabeth Carrier Strike Group taking part in Westlant19, a three-month wargames exercise off the
coast of the USA and Canada, featuring the UK Carrier Strike Group and US allies
Sea temperatures in the part of the Atlantic where Westlant is taking place are round 30c, The Royal Navy revealed
this week. The Royal Navy says: “The Type 45 Destroyer is more than just a ship: it’s a symbol of Britain’s eminent
place on the world stage and a powerful deterrent to those who would do us harm. It’s the embodiment of the Royal
Navy’s commitment to defending the Fleet, upholding the law, and protecting our economy and way of life.”
The availability of Type 23 frigates has also been “poor”, and in July It was reported that six of the navy’s 13
frigates were in scheduled upkeep and could not be deployed. Four are still in maintenance. Type 45 HMS Dauntless
Type 23 and HMS Lancaster have both gone into long-term
maintenance after having to remain docked for months because
there was no one to man them, Mr Wallace told the defence
committee he was determined to improve the availability of
ships. He said: “When you go to the Treasury and ask for more
money, the Treasury will just turn around and say, ‘Well,
we’ve given you all this money, and look, they [the ships] are
not working.” It makes the case harder when you go for more
ships of the new type. “If I had more of our current fleet
working, then I would have much more freedom to deploy to
meet some of our ambitions and tasks. I’ve made it very clear
to the First Sea Lord one of my priorities is to get what we’ve
got working.”
Glass takes one million years to decompose which means it never
wears out and can be recycled an infinite amount of times!
Gold is the only metal that doesn’t rust, even if it’s buried in the
ground for thousands of years.
If you stop getting thirsty, you need to drink more water. When a
human body is dehydrated, its thirst mechanism shuts off.
Zero is the only number that cannot be represented by Roman
numerals.
Peanut oil is used for cooking in submarines because it doesn’t
smoke unless it’s heated above 450F.
Nine out of every 10 living things live in the ocean.
The University of Alaska spans four time zones.
Due to earth’s gravity it is impossible for mountains to be higher
than 15,000 meters.
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Australian Commonwealth Line
Just after the First World War, the company announced that
five identical twin-screw passenger-cargo vessels had been
ordered from British shipyards for the Australian emigrant
service. The ships were specifically designed to operate a
schedule of monthly departures between the ports of
London, Fremantle, Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney and
Brisbane, intended to rid the Commonwealth fleet of a rather
‘mixed bag’ ships in current use.
The new steamers all, completed during 1921 and 1922,
were each named after a bay situated in each of the five
federal states served by the company. These became known
as ‘Bay ships.’ Moreton Bay, Hobsons Bay and the Jervis
Bay were constructed by the famous Vickers Armstrong
organisation in Barrow. The other two ships, Largs Bay and
Esperance Bay were built on the River Clyde by William
Beardmore & Company, The young Australian company
received a number of setbacks, owing to mis-management
following the introduction of the five new ships. During
1928 the Australian Commonwealth Line was purchased
outright by British Kylsant Group and renamed the
Aberdeen & Commonwealth Line and placed under the
Thompson/Aberdeen Line’s administration.
Also at this time the ‘Bays’ were repainted in a new livery of deep green hull and buff funnel and the white deck
superstructure livery was carried down one deck lower which gave the ships a more sleek profile. Their port of
registry was changed to London. During 1931 the ships underwent a refit which saw their two-class configuration
removed and replaced with more comfortable accommodation for 270 tourist class passengers.
The three Barrow built ships, (Moreton Bay, Hobsons Bay and Jervis Bay) until 1933 when Kylsant Shipping
Company collapsed during the depression. The ‘Bays’ were awarded to Shaw Savill management under the new title
of Aberdeen & Commonwealth Line Limited.

Short history of three Bay Ships
Largs Bay was actually on the last stages of her
homeward-bound voyage from Australia when war was
declared on 3 September 1939. Laden with passengers,
general cargo and valuable foodstuffs, she cautiously
exited the Suez Canal and took a course which skirted the
southern Mediterranean coastline to Malta (because of
England's concern regarding Italy's loyalties to Germany
and the possibility of attacks). After discharging her cargo
at Malta Largs Bay voyaged on to Britain and landed her
passengers.
However she was not called up for war duties; instead she resumed commercial sailings - in consort with other Shaw
Savill vessels, including the majestic Dominion Monarch. During August 1941, nearly two years later, Largs Bay
was requisitioned for Government use as a troop transport. In this capacity she set out upon her first voyage to
Singaporein convoy with many other liners so converted. She was escorted by the Royal Navy's battleship HMS
Repulse, later tragically lost with HMS Prince of Wales in Asian waters.
Largs Bay got away from Singapore before its invasion by Japanese forces and returned to Britain. In January 1944,
while entering Naples harbour, Largs Bay struck a mine. The damage was repaired in time for her to take part in the
massive transatlantic trooping programme which preceded the Allied invasion of Europe later that year.
Her trooping days came to an end in 1948 when she underwent a major refit before returning to line voyages to
Australia. Her superstructure, at main deck level, was extended forward and aft - causing her to be greatly improved
in appearance and comfort for the newly reconfigured, all Tourist class of 290 passengers. Largs Bay continued in
service upon the Southampton/ Brisbane route until April 1957, when she was sent to the breakers at Barrow and
joined her Barrow-built sister Moreton Bay in demolition row.

Moreton Bay, named for the large inlet near Brisbane, was the first completed of all the 'Bays'. She entered service
for the Commonwealth Line when she departed London's Tilbury docks for Brisbane on 7 December 1921. She was
followed into service within a month by the Clyde-built Largs Bay.
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Moreton Bay was a most conventional ship in all
respects. She possessed the recent innovations of
Vickers-built
double-reduction-geared
steam
turbines, which propelled her twin screws at a
respectable speed of 15 knots. Ports of call enroute for Australia were similar to those of P&O Port Said, Aden and Colombo.
Upon the outbreak of WWII, Moreton Bay was
discharging cargo at Australia where she was
hurriedly converted in a similar fashion as the
Jervis Bay.
Moreton Bay experienced a relatively uneventful war despite her thousands of miles patrolling the Atlantic and later
service as a troop transport. Her one great claim to fame occurred on 31 October 1940 when she captured the French
liner Cuba which had attempted to run the blockade outside harbour in order to get to a Vichy French port. After
conversion into a 'trooper' Moreton Bay gave sterling service on the North Atlantic route and the North African and
Normandy landings. During the African invasion she was damaged during an air raid while docking at Algiers.
However the damage was not of German origin. Moreton Bay had been abandoned in haste by her tugs as the siren
sounded, leaving her to crash heavily into the pier.
Moreton Bay returned to her owners following the war. After a refit she journeyed in company with Largs Bay and
Esperance Bay, until April 1957 when she was sold to breakers at Barrow-in-Furness from where she had first set
out over 36 years earlier. Her name was awarded also to a container ship of the Overseas Container Ltd consortium,
the 26,876 tonner Moreton Bay owned by the P&O Group. Although other vessels of the O.C.L. fleet possess 'Bay'
suffixed names none of these are derived from vessels of the old Aberdeen & Commonwealth fleet..

Jervis Bay. In both world wars the Royal
Navy was short of cruisers and attempted to
make up the deficiency by attaching a few
guns and White Ensigns to selected liners. The
resulting ships were classified as armed
merchant cruisers and used mainly as escorts.
They were vulnerable ships, being high-sided,
unarmoured, and not highly compartmented. In
the Second World War they were all disposed
of well before the war ended.
The Jervis Bay, built in 1922 originally as a
passenger ship to carry emigrants to Australia,
was taken over by the Admiralty in August
1939. Seven 6-inch guns, dating from the turn of the century, were distributed around her decks. After her
acquisition and commissioning, Jervis Bay was initially assigned to the South Atlantic station before becoming a
convoy escort in May 1940, based at the Royal Naval Dockyard in Bermuda. Given brief repairs at Halifax, Nova
Scotia, she became the sole escort for the 37 merchant ships of Convoy HX 84 from Bermuda and Halifax, Nova
Scotia to Britain.
When the convoy encountered the German warship Admiral Scheer about 755 nautical miles (1,398 km) southsouthwest of Reykjavík, the Captain of Jervis Bay, Edward Fegen, ordered the convoy to scatter, and set his own
ship on a course towards the German warship to draw its fire. Jervis Bay was hopelessly outgunned and outranged
by the 28 cm (11 inch) guns of the German ship, but it attacked the larger ship with its guns, firing more to distract
the German ship from the merchantmen than with hopes of doing any damage. Although the German's shells ravaged
the Jervis Bay, and Fegen was wounded and many crew killed, Fegen and the surviving crew fought on until their
ship was sunk. Captain Fegen, and many of the crew, went down with the ship.
HMS Jervis Bay's sacrifice bought enough time for the convoy to begin to scatter. Further time was bought by the
freighter SS Beaverford which engaged Admiral Scheer for over four hours. In the end the German cruiser was only
able to sink five merchant ships and the remainder of the convoy escaped.
Sixty-eight survivors of Jervis Bay's crew of 254 were picked up by the neutral Swedish ship Stureholm (three later
died of their injuries. Captain Fegen was awarded a posthumous Victoria Cross as a result of this action. The citation
for his award reads:
"for valour in challenging hopeless odds and giving his life to save the many ships it was his duty to protect. On
the 5th of November, 1940, in heavy seas, Captain Fegen, in His Majesty's Armed Merchant Cruiser Jervis Bay,
was escorting thirty-eight Merchantmen. Sighting a powerful German warship he at once drew clear of the
Convoy, made straight for the Enemy, and brought his ship between the Raider and her prey, so that they might
scatter and escape. Crippled, in flames, unable to reply, for nearly an hour the Jervis Bay held the German's fire.
So she went down: but of the Merchantmen all but four or five were saved."
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Winds of the World
The Earth contains five major wind zones: polar easterlies, westerlies, horse latitudes, trade winds, and the
doldrums. Polar easterlies are dry, cold prevailing winds that blow from the east. They emanate from the polar highs,
areas of high pressure around the North and South Poles.
To just name a few famous ones…..
Sirocco, Southern Europe. Also known as scirocco, this warm, humid wind originates over North Africa and picks
up moisture as it crosses the Mediterranean towards southern Europe. It brings with it uncomfortably humid air and
strong winds. Historically, sirocco's not the farmers' favourite. In ancient times, the wind was associated with the the
Greek god, Notus. He was feared as a destroyer of crops.
Mistral, Southern France. A strong, cold, northwesterly wind, the mistral brings fierce storms across the
Mediterranean coast of France. It is most intense on the coasts of Languedoc and Provence, especially in and off the
Rhône delta, causing sudden storms and bitterly cold temperatures. Further inland, Provence's wine makers love it.
The mistral clears the vines and dries the soil, freshening the sky so that their grapes get over 300 days of sunshine
each year. It is said that babies and children get more restless as the wind passes through, but that is a small price to
pay for wine this delicious.
Cape Doctor, South Africa. When the weather gets hot and uncomfortable in summer in Cape Town in South
Africa, the locals rely on a doctor to cool them down – the Cape Doctor, a cooling south-easterly wind that blows
over Western Camp Province. It was christened the doctor because locals believe that it clears Cape Town of
pollution and ‘pestilence’ (fatal disease). It is also responsible for Table Mountain’s famous ‘tablecloth’, a huge
cloud that hovers on top, draping over the mountainside.
Chinook, Canada. Locals have mixed feelings about the chinook, a warm and dry west wind that blows on the
eastern side of the Rocky Mountains. Known as the ‘snow eater’, it helps thaw frozen landscapes and warm frostbitten hands. But it also triggers migraines, known locally as ‘chinook headaches’. The wind is named after a Native
American tribe who believed that the warm air blew on the ridges to warn or send a message to people.
Santa Ana, California, USA. The fabled Santa Ana winds start in Northern Mexico and Southern California as a
gentle summer breeze. But by the time they have barrelled down canyons to Los Angeles they have turned hot and
nasty, creating miserable late summers in the city. In novels and in movies, the Santa Ana winds are a portent of a
tense, uneasy and wrathful mood among Angelenos. In the real world, locals complain of migraines and irritability.
It can also, unfortunately, fan California's famous wildfires, and make them so much harder to put out.
Khamsin, Egypt. First mentioned in the Bible, this dry and dusty wind blows in from the desert towards the
Mediterranean, bringing sandstorms to northern Egypt between April and June. Its name comes from the Arabic
khamsin, meaning ‘fifty’, the number of days it is said to blow. When it hits Cairo, the effect is almost biblical,
choking the air in city with a thick red cloud of dust. In the Old Testament's Book of Exodus, it is said to the cause
of the parting of the Red Sea.
Fremantle Doctor, Western Australia. Another welcome cooling breeze, the Fremantle Doctor brings blessed
relief to south-west coastal areas of Western Australia every afternoon, almost like clockwork. Such is its reliability
that cricket captains playing at the local cricket grounds forge their bowling plans around it, making sure their fast
bowlers are fresh and ready when the Doctor makes its house call. Already fearsome fast bowlers become even
deadlier with the Doctor at their side – just ask any English batsman who has faced an Aussie quick at East Perth's
WACA stadium.
Pampero, Argentina and Uruguay. The pampero is a burst of cold polar air from the south, a strong squall that
occurs over the pampas of Argentina and Uruguay between October and January every year. It brings with it a
considerable drop in temperature, severe rain, thunderstorms and is followed by a cold, dry, gusty wind. During the
summer, especially around Buenos Aires, it brings welcome relief after long periods of high humidity and extreme
heat. On the pampas, gauchos know it’s time to get their livestock to shelter.
Harmattan, West Africa. When the Harmattan blows, it is not a pleasant time to be in West Africa. A dry wind
blowing from an easterly direction over north-west Africa, it brings great quantities of dust from the desert,
enveloping the countryside in a thick haze, leaving skin dry, lips cracked, and everything covered in dust. There is
an upside, though. The dry air cuts the humidity in half. And much of the dust is carried across the Atlantic, finding
its way to the Amazon, where the phosphorus in the dust, replace the nutrients lost from rain and flooding.
Maestro. A northwesterly wind with fine weather which blows, especially in summer, in the Adriatic. It is most
frequent on the western shore. This wind is also found on the coasts of Corsica and Sardinia.
Nor'wester. This is a very warm wind which can blow for days on end in the province of Canterbury New Zealand.
The effect is especially felt in the city of Christchurch. The wind comes in from the Tasman Sea, drys as it rises over
the Southern Alps, heats as it decends, crosses the Canterbury Plains, then blows through Christchurch.
Maria. The wind they call Maria is just a song……
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Vehicle goes over Gold Coast cliff,
crashes on rocks at Point Danger

Equinor's decision to scrap its proposed drilling
in the Great Australian Bight has come as a
shock to supporters and critics alike.
The decision was revealed just weeks after the
Norwegian oil company was granted environmental
approval by the national offshore petroleum regulator
— a key hurdle that would have allowed exploration
drilling to begin within months.
The company has not commented on how much it spent
to get to this point, but has insisted it is a purely
commercial decision, and unrelated to widespread
environmental opposition.
"It's just too expensive … the cost for these activities is
just too high to go ahead," Equinor's Australian chief,
Jone Stangeland, said. "The main procurement
activities included the rig, the helicopters and also the
supply base activities.

A man is in a critical condition after the vehicle he was
in went over a cliff and smashed onto rocks at
Coolangatta's Point Danger lookout on the southern end
of the Gold Coast early Sunday morning 19th January.
Emergency services were called to the headland about
4.40am,. The vehicle had crashed over the lookout and
fallen metres down onto the rocks.

Another year has passed.
And we're all a little older.
Last summer felt hotter
And winter seems much colder.

Paramedics from Queensland Ambulance Service
treated a man believed to be aged in his 40s at the
scene. He was taken to Gold Coast University Hospital
in a critical condition, suffering undisclosed injuries.
Critical care and high acuity paramedics were also
required. Queensland Fire and Emergency Services
personnel had to work to free the man in what an
ambulance Police were still investigating the cause of
the crash, a Queensland Police spokeswoman s aid.

There was a time not long ago
When life was quite a blast.
Now I fully understand.
About living in the Past.
We used to go to weddings,
Football games and lunches.
Now we go to funeral homes.
And after-funeral brunches.

Note: When we raised the flags on Australia Day at
Point Danger, we noticed the marks of the car accident,
the car missed our Monument by about 2 metres,
knocking over a bollard and proceeded through the
fence.

We used to go out dining,
And couldn't get our fill.
Now we ask for doggie bags,
Come home and take a pill.
We used to often travel
To places near and far.
Now we get sore asses
From riding in the car.
We used to go to nightclubs
And drink a little booze.
Now we stay home at night
And watch the evening news.
That, my friend is how life is,
And now my tale is told.
So, enjoy each day and live it up...
Before you're too damned old!

Note:- Jack Secker has been sending out his
Incorrect NEW email address and didn't realise it
until too late. He will keep the old email open for a
couple for weeks as he doesn't know who has
received the wrong one. The correct email address is:
jack.secker6@bigpond.com
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An Irishman goes to the Doctor with body

Conundrum

problems.... “Dactor, it’s me ahrse. I’d loik ya ta teyhk
a look, if ya woot”. So the doctor gets him to drop his
pants and takes a look. “Incredible” he says, “there is a
£20 note lodged up here.” Tentatively he eases the
twenty out of the man’s bottom, and then a £10 note
appears. “This is amazing!” exclaims the Doctor.
“What do you want me to do?” “Well fur gadness sake
teyhk it out, man!” shrieks the patient. The doctor pulls
out the tenner and another twenty appears, and another
and another and another, etc……...

Three merchant seamen wanted
an Abba CD to add to their
collection that they could play
during their off duty hours so
decided to put in $10 each to
make the purchase.
They entered a music shop and
requested their selection of a double CD of “Abba’s
Greatest Hits” to the salesman and were told the price
$30, which they had budgeted for. They paid the
money, received their purchase and proceeded to leave
the shop. The salesman had a sudden thought realising
that the double CD was on a special for $25 not the $30
he had charged, thinking quickly he called to the
seamen that he had overcharged them. Thinking even
quicker he decided as he had only a small amount of
change in the till, to give them back $3 and keep the
other $2.
The seamen now with the change split three ways only
paid $9 each for the CD, but 3 x $9 = $27 and the $2
the salesman kept only comes to $29 so where did the
other dollar go? That is the question.

Finally the last note comes out
and no more appear. “Ah Dactor,
tank ya koindly, dat’s mooch
batter, how mooch is dare den?”
The Doctor counts the pile of
cash. And says “£1,990 exactly.”
“Ah, dat’d be roit” replies the
Irishman, I knew I wasn’t
feeling two grand.

SEQ SLOP CHEST
Metal MN Lapel Badges
$8 00 each
Metal Vindicatrix Lapel Badges
$5.00 each
MN Blazer Badges
$22.00 each
MN Blazer Badges
$15.00 each
MN Cap Badge
$17.00 each
Club Shirt (to order)
$50.00 each
Club Caps, now available
$20.00 each
Note:- Shirts and Caps subsidised by the Association
MN Poppy Badge
$20.00 each
All Communications to
Brian Hunt on 07 5513 0178
Preferably Email at:- brian.hunt8@bigpond.com
A man came round in hospital after a
serious accident. He shouted, "Doctor,
doctor, I can't feel my legs!" The
doctor replied, “I’m sorry I know you
can't, I had to amputate both your
arms”

President, Brian Hunt BEM JP
241/2 Falcon Way
TWEED HEAD SOUTH NSW 2486
Ph: 07 5513 0178
Email: brian.hunt8@bigpond.com
Honorary Secretary, Narelle Standen
60 Simpson Drive
BILAMBIL HEIGHTS NSW 2486
Ph: 07 5590 7876
Email: narelle_standen@hotmail.com

Twin Towns RSL
12

