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Anchors Aweigh
Meanderings
What a difference a day makes, here we go again after two months and nothing seems to have changed in the world.
On our front a couple of items have crossed my desk and also a few phone calls. Firstly I have been in touch via email with Will Bonner in Canada, for those of you who haven’t yet gone onto his web site I strongly urge you,
www.agentorspy.com. He is a not so sprightly 93 year young Vindi boy, he recently had a fall and now walks with
the aid of a walker, this will ruminate with a couple of our members. We do have another new Vindi Boy, Peter
Mathews who I will elaborate on later in the bulletin.
On the sickness front Rob Armstrong our Vice President comes to the fore along with the 24/7 care of his long
suffering wife Patricia, Rob has now been diagnosed with Prostate Cancer, because of his age and responsibilities it
has been decided to treat him, first of all inserting 3 miniature gold balls into the affected area, prior to radiation
treatment, need I say more!!!!
One of our stalwarts Brian Stevenson has also had a 2 week spell in hospital with what is commonly described as
Asbestosis, Brian has suffered with this debilitating complaint for many years and still has an ongoing battle with the
government for compensation, glad to say he can now walk out to the post box, without having to stop. (for UK
readers we don’t have letter boxes on our front doors)
Another Brian, in this case our Vindi boy member from the UK, is not traveling so well, his treatment for cancer has
been delayed in the OK because of Covid 19. I have spoken to him on the phone as he spends very little time on the
computer now, complains of falling asleep on it, unable to concentrate. I told him nothing changes, he was like that
when we were on board ship together, he retorted by reminding me of the time I fell asleep with my head on a plate
of cornflakes whilst waiting for some toast in the galley, that’s what comes of criticising.
Mike Taylor continues to improve slightly, they are still battling bureaucracy for some added help at home mainly in
the area of physically looking after Mike, those of you who know Brenda his wife will know that she is a tiny thing,
more meat on the proverbial butchers apron, I saw them last week and they are both remaining positive and cheerful.
Narelle our nearly out of work Secretary, but still getting plenty of plaudits for her birthday greetings, has a slight
problem with a muscle in her leg, which has to be treated, she also had a problem with the comments made by the
RSL that our group was in the vulnerable age group, Narelle’s right our average age is only 77 years young.
As most will know the RSL cancelled our last attempt to have a meeting at the Anzac room as the protocol for
opening up rooms for meetings is quite odious, they have also indicated that our AGM in August will also be a nogoer, they did however offer us to piggy back after their AGM at the Tweed Council Auditorium on the 27th July,
however it was only for an hour, low parking, and no catering facilities so we thanked them, but no thank-you. We
are now trying to fit something in at the newly re-opened bowls clubs.
Fees became due on the 1st July. Full membership $10 social $5, for those local members who will be attending the
AGM, hang fire till then, others if you wish to post to our Treasurer, Graham Moon at 67 The Quarterdeck, Tweed
Heads, NSW 2485. Or pay by bank credit. Bank of QLD, SE Qld Vindicatrix & M N Mariners Assoc Inc. BSB
124077, A/C number 22049527. Those lads who have paid in advance are as follows, A Burrow, T Harben, A
Squibb, R Kerr, J Larsen, B Myers, B Speers, J Purvis, J Reid and T Blackhurst.
I have at last managed to secure a venue for our AGM, it is the South Tweed Sports Club (formerly South Tweed
Bowls Club) Wed 19th August at 11am, (NSW time). This is of course dependant on restrictions remaining the
same, I’ll notify everyone if it alters. (Tweed Heads sits on the NSW/QLD border and has had closure and restriction
imposed – at the present the whole of Victoria and certain area of NSW stopping travellers from crossing). A
friendly reminder to the Qld boys they need a valid Border Pass to enter and return - if in doubt phone Brian
Hunt.
I also had a brief conversation with our new Vindi boy member Peter Matthews, he was on deck, is 76 years old
having gone to the Vindi in 1961, he and his wife Irene live in Deception Bay, Brisbane, he mainly sailed on cargo
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and tankers, I’ll get him to give us a run down on his
sea time in the next issue, in case anybody may know
him.
A late inclusion in our sick list is Graeme Stevenson
who is attending hospital for skin cancers to his head,
Graeme hasn’t been able to attend our meetings for
quite a while as his Parkinson’s disease has troubled
him, some of you may remember the last time we saw
him he was quite cheerful. By the way if anybody has a
memory problem, Graeme has an incredible library on
ships, taking up a whole room, mainly Australian
vessels.
For all our readers all over the world, stay safe and
well, stay positive, a strong case for that is Des Cox of
Snowbow Productions UK, www.snowbow.co.uk
what an inspiration to all seamen.
Brian, El Presidente.

International Merchant Navy Day

Spell It, I Can’t Even Say It.
Eyjafjallajökull, Iceland consists of a volcano completely covered by an ice cap. The ice cap covers an area of
about 100 square kilometres - 39 square miles, feeding many outlet glaciers. On 16 January 1967 at 13:48 pm there
was an explosion on the glacier. It can be timed because the seismometers at Kirkjubæjarklaustur monitored the
movement. When about 15,000,000 cubic metres (530,000,000 cubic feet) of material hit the glacier a massive
amount of air, ice, and water began to move out from under the glacier into the lagoon at the foot of the glacier.
The mountain itself, a strato-volcano,
stands 1,651 metres at its highest point,
and has a crater 3 to 4 kilometres (1.9 to
2.5 miles) in diameter, open to the north.
The crater rim has three main peaks
(clockwise
from
the
north-east):
Guðnasteinn, 1,500 metres, Hámundur,
1,651 metres, and Guðnasteinn, 1,497
metres. The south face of the mountain
was once part of Iceland’s coastline, from
which, over thousands of years, the sea
has retreated some 5 kilometres (3 miles).
The former coastline now consists of
sheer cliffs with many waterfalls, of
which the best known is Skógafoss. In
strong winds, the water of the smaller
falls can even be blown up the mountain.
The Eyjafjallajökull volcano last erupted
on 14 April 2010. It left behind vast ash
clouds so large that in some areas
daylight was entirely obscured. The cloud not only darkened the sky but also interfered with hundreds of plane
flights. However, the people of Iceland were not concerned about the ash clouds: they were more concerned about
flooding. That year all the residents close to the volcano had to evacuate in case the area flooded. When the volcano
erupted, all the melted ice had to go somewhere. It did not flood that much, most of it went into rivers, but if it had
flooded down the farm valleys it could have swept away all the farms in the valley. The farms in the valley were
however covered in a soft layer of ash, which the farmers thought would give bad crops, but the warmth and
nutrition from the ash enabled the crops to grow rather well.
Iceland, the capital, Reykjavík was founded more than 1,000 years ago during the Viking age of exploration and
settled by a mixed Norse and Celtic population. The early settlement, made up primarily of Norwegian seafarers and
adventurers, fostered further excursions to Greenland and the coast of North America (which the Norse called
Vinland). Despite its physical isolation some 500 miles (800 km) from Scotland—its nearest European neighbour,
Iceland has remained throughout its history very much a part of European civilization. The Icelandic sagas, most of
which recount heroic episodes that took place at the time the island was settled, are regarded as among the finest
literary achievements of the Middle Ages, reflecting a European outlook while commemorating the history and
customs of a people far removed from continental centres of commerce and culture.
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Commemorating
The Battle of the Atlantic
May 1st, Australia paused to
remember the service and sacrifice
of all those who served in the Battle
of the Atlantic, the longest military
campaign of the Second World
War. Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
Darren Chester said the Battle of
the Atlantic began in September
1939 and lasted for almost six years
until the Germans surrendered on
8th May 1945, Victory in Europe
Day, with Australians serving on
naval and merchant vessels during
the battle.
“The battle was critical to the
Allied victory in the Second World
War and had the Allies lost here,
the war might have taken a very
different course,” Mr Chester said
“Australians should reflect with
gratitude on the contribution of our
service men and merchant seamen of the Battle of the Atlantic and as a nation remember their service, and thank
them for the sacrifices they made to allow us to enjoy the freedoms we value today.”
The Germans’ aim was to cut off Allied supply routes in the Atlantic Ocean. These supply routes were critical for
the Allies to build up and maintain their air forces and for the transport of food, medicine, equipment and troops in
preparation for the invasion of continental Europe in 1944.
“The Allies sunk nearly 100 German U-boats in the first five months of 1943. This was a decisive blow against the
Germans, though not enough to end the battle,” Mr Chester said. “German U-boats returned to the Atlantic, but they
never again managed to pose the same threat, and supply routes across the Atlantic were secured by the Allies.
During the war, around 5,000 British and Allied ships were sunk and some 65,000 Allied and merchant seamen were
lost.”
This year we will commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War and Victory in the Pacific,
and remember the almost one million men and women who fought to protect the Australian way of life.

Carnival To Put Majority Of Its Ships In Prolonged Layups
April 3, 2020, by Jasmina Ovcina
Carnival Corporation expects to put a vast majority of its ships in prolonged layups during the global pause of its
cruise operations resulting from the coronavirus pandemic. During the prolonged ship layups, the ships will be
manned by a limited crew, costing approximately USD 1 million per month. The cruise liner major said that some of
its ships would be put in a warm layup and will be manned by a full crew.
The costs involving the warm layup are estimated to range between USD 2 million – USD 3 million per month. “We
will decide whether each vessel in our global fleet will be in a warm ship layup or a prolonged ship layup depending
on the circumstances, including the length of the pause, which we expect to be extended and may be prolonged,”
Carnival said.
The cruise shipping company expects to incur incremental COVID-related costs associated with sanitizing its ships
and defending lawsuits. “After transitioning to a prolonged pause, we anticipate estimated ongoing ship and
administrative operating costs to range from USD 200-300 million per month,” Carnival added. Due to the overall
situation, the company believes deliveries of its new build vessels will also be delayed. As of February 29, 2020, the
company had a total of 16 cruise ships scheduled to be delivered through 2025, including four during the remainder
of fiscal 2020. “We believe the effects of COVID-19 on the shipyards where our ships are under construction will
result in delays in ship deliveries, which we cannot predict and may be prolonged,” the company added.
Over the past few weeks, Carnival has been on a cash-raising mission, drawing its loans and securing additional
financing through notes and equity offering. The company is having difficulties predicting what will the economic
impact of the pandemic on its operations be. However, initial estimates indicate that the first quarter of 2020 will
result in a U.S. GAAP net loss of USD 781 million, a major downturn from a profit of USD 336 million in Q1, 2019.
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Huddart Parker
Huddart Parker Ltd was an Australian shipping company trading in various
forms between 1876 and 1961. It was one of the seven major coastal
shippers in Australia at a time when shipping was the principal means of
interstate and trans-Tasman transport. The company started in Geelong, but
in 1890 shifted its offices to Melbourne. By 1910 Huddart Parker had grown
to rank 24th of the top 100 companies in Australia by asset value. Several of
the company’s ships served in World War I and World War II. Huddart
Parker ceased to be an independent company in 1961, when it was taken
over by Bitumen and Oil Refineries Australia Limited.
The company was founded on 1 August 1876 in Geelong as Huddart, Parker & Co. Pty. Ltd, by James Huddart, T.J.
Parker, John. Traill, and Captain T. Webb. Earlier, in the 1850s, James Huddart’s uncle, Captain Peter Huddart had
made his fortune importing coal for use in the Victorian goldfields. He was the first major operator handling coal
from the port of Geelong. Parker was a merchant who arrived in Geelong from London in 1853. The trading
activities each built up through the gold-rush era and beyond led to a linking of the businesses of their descendants
and successors, to become Huddart Parker & Company.
After 1876 Huddart Parker expanded rapidly. By 1886 it had inaugurated the Melbourne–Adelaide shipping service
and in 1882 entered the Sydney-Melbourne trade. During the early 1890s its steamers were running to the principal
ports of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania, and in 1893 it was also
trading with ports in New Zealand.
From 1889 there was a three-way competition between the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand, Huddart
Parker and the Tasmanian Steam Navigation Company (TSNCo) on the Tasmanian routes (Melbourne–Launceston,
Hobart–Melbourne and Hobart–Sydney). The TSNCo did not have other routes to absorb their Tasmanian losses,
and was bought out by the USSCo in 1891. The rivalry between the USSCo and Huddart Parker lasted to 1895
despite an earlier agreement in 1893. There was undercutting by cheap fares and steamers shadowing each other
from port to port. The USSCo Rotomahana and Mararoa would sail alongside the Miowra and Warrimoo, with other
ships such as Te Anau and Manapouri sailing before and after thus bracketing the Huddart Parker ships. The 1895
agreement between the two lines pooled the Auckland – Sydney profits and losses; the Melbourne – Launceston
profits were divided 4∕7th to the USSCo and 3∕7th to Huddart Parker; and the Sydney–Hobart passenger trade was
excluded but the cargo and stock trade was divided 2∕3rd to USSCo and 1∕3rd to Huddart Parker.[
One of the original directors, John Traill, had survived the other directors by 1886, and remained chairman until his
death in 1916 aged 92. By 1890 Traill had moved the company from offices on the wharves at Geelong to 466
Collins Street, in the heart of Melbourne.
The company registered in Victoria in 1889 as a proprietary company and converted to a public company in 1911. In
1921 Huddart Parker came to an agreement with the Union Company to establish a joint venture on the Bass Strait
where each company owned a 50% stake in the company Tasmanian Steamers.
In World War I five of the company’s vessels were requisitioned. Wimmera was sunk on 26 June 1918 following
collision with a German mine north of Cape Maria van Diemen, New Zealand, killing 26 passengers. In World War
II, three of the company’s passenger ships, Zealandia, Westralia and Wanganella were pressed into war service.

The Darwin Raid
Story from Huddart Parker Limited 1939 – 1945

The 19th February, 1942, is chronicled in history as the date of the first enemy attack on Australian shores. It was a
bright, clear morning with the many ships in the harbour reflected in the still waters of a flat calm. The harbour was
crowded with shipping. At Darwin Wharf, M.V. ‘Neptuna’ was occupying the outer berth, and S.S. ‘Barossa’ the
inner berth; H.M.A.S. ‘Swan’ was berthed alongside ‘Barossa,’ taking oil from the wharf pipe line. Work was
proceeding under normal conditions on the wharf and on all the anchored ships when at 0953 the first wave of
bombers approached. These were 27 high level bombers flying at 15,000 feet in ‘V’ formation.
They came in from the back of the town, flying over Darwin from the south east. Suddenly, above the roar of their
engines the town air raid siren screamed a belated warning, and approximately thirty seconds later the first stick of
bombs fell on and around the main Darwin wharf. The calm of the morning changed to the full horror of total war.
‘Neptuna’ and ‘Barossa’ each received a direct hit, and three bombs struck the wharf. A loco engine and five trucks
were blown over the side, taking with them a number of wharf labourers.
Amidst the shattered wreckage of the wharf fuel oil gushed from the broken pipe line. This oil was soon ablaze and
with ‘Neptuna’ and ‘Barossa’ both burning fiercely. H.M.A.S. Swan managed to cast off and steam out into the
harbour. Every gun that could be brought to bear, ashore and afloat, roared into action as the Australians hit back.
The high level bombers circled round and bombed the Post Office area of Darwin and the Kahlin Hospital area at the
other end of town. Then came the attack by waves of dive bombers and fighters. These attacked the shipping in the
4

harbour.
The air seemed full of Japanese planes, and across the sky darkened by the smoke from the burning ships and oil
there flashed the angry glare of flak and the lurid blaze of the fires. The atmosphere vibrated with the roar of
engines, the staccato clatter of machine-guns, the sustained roar of heavier A.A. fire, punctuated by the thunderous
rumble of bursting bombs. The U.S. destroyer ‘Peary’ made for the open sea. As she gathered speed a dive bomber
hurtled through the billowing smoke and scored a direct hit. Almost immediately the ship was afire and down by the
stern. She lost speed, but fought back gamely, every gun blazing furiously at her attackers. A bomb landed just abaft
her funnel and then came the end. The next hit apparently penetrated to her magazine, and a shattering burst of flame
towered above her for more than a hundred feet. When the smoke cleared only her bow remained above the water.
That gradually slipped below the surface, the fo’c’sle gun firing to the last.
Not far from where ‘Peary’ sank the hospital ship ‘Manunda’ was anchored, there could be no mistaking her
identity, her white hull and funnel displaying the large red crosses. A dive bomber deliberately swept down at her
with machine gun blazing. There was a terrific roar and ‘Manunda’ rolled over as a near miss ripped 76 holes in her
plates and shattered her gear and upper-works. Another plane swung out of the sky. Again, came the shattering
explosion and the scream of riven steel. The bomb missed the bridge and passed through the music room skylight,
exploding between B and C decks. These bombs killed nine of the crew, three military personnel, including one
nurse and injured fifty eight. Seven fires were started, but these were got under control and ‘Manunda’ became a
floating casualty station. Boats from other ships began to arrive with wounded, and from midday her operating
theatres were busy for hours. Other ships hit, damaged by machine-gun fire or near misses, included ‘British
Motorist, a tanker; ‘Mauna Loa,’ ‘Meigs,’ Port Mar,’ ‘Tulagi,’ ‘Admiral Halstead’, ‘William B Preston.’
H.M.A. Ships ‘Platypus,’ ‘Swan,’ ‘Gunbar,’ ‘Kara Kara’ and ‘Kookaburra.’ ‘Neptuna’ and ‘Barossa’ were still
burning fiercely at the wharf when they were again attacked, this time by dive bombers. Bursts of yellow flame
amidst the black smoke clouds indicated further hits. Shortly after there came a deep rumble from ‘Neptuna.’ This
was followed by the biggest explosion of the raid. The whole ship disintegrated with volcanic force. Pieces of the
ship and debris flew hundreds of feet into the air in a colossal burst of flame, and for some time after dust debris and
ashes drifted down over the scene.
On that fateful morning Diver J. Johnstone, who was later to distinguish himself in his salvage work on
‘Wanganella’ was in H.M.A.S. ‘Yampi Class’ assisting in the recovery of a sunken barge. He was just about to go
below and was up to his knees in water on the ladder when the first bombs dropped. Hauled back into the launch his
helmet was removed. When he realised what was happening, he established a world record for getting out of a
diving suit.

Zealander

‘Zealandia’ was the last vessel to be attacked. She had just
finished boat drill when the raid started; the late Captain R
Kerr, seeing the desperate plight of the men struggling in
the water, called for volunteers. Mr Ferris, Chief Officer,
and Mr Stewart, 3rd Officer, led several of the crew to the
boats and saved a number of men, being machine-gunned
by dive bombers whilst effecting the rescues. Suddenly a
bomb fell right down No. 3 hatch, exploding in the hold.
The explosion blew down the Engine-room bulkhead,
filling the engine-room with smoke and fumes. A nearmiss holed the starboard quarter and set fire to the
accommodation. Then came the dive bombers. With guns
blazing they raked the ship from masthead height with
incendiary bullets and cannon shells. Some of the boats
were riddled, but the concrete protection on the bridge
proved effective. The engineers gamely stuck to their task
in the smoke filled engine-room to supply water for the
hoses on deck, but with the ship ablaze from stem to stern
the position soon became hopeless.

Ammunition in No. 1 hold and on the poops exploded and Captain Kerr ordered the engineers on deck. The first
bomb carried away the auxiliary steam line and it soon became impossible to fight the now uncontrollable fires.
Captain Kerr gave the order to abandon ship, and the crew of 139 officers and men crowded into the boats. As they
pulled away from the ‘Zealandia’ the ship was setting by the stern. Through holes in her plates made by cannon
shells the water flooded the after end and at 1300 hrs she settled on her side and sank. Two men, J. Mason (A.B.)
and P. O’Connell (Fireman), subsequently died on the hospital ship ‘Manunda,’en route from Darwin to Fremantle.
In view of the heavy machine-gunning and bombing it was remarkable that the casualties were not more numerous.
It is sad to relate that Mr R. J. Forster, the 2nd Officer, after surviving the raid was killed about twenty miles north
of Barrow Creek by being thrown from a military truck when it overturned during the transport of the crew overland
to Sydney. When the crew disembarked from the boats, all that could be seen of the ship was masts and funnel
protruding at an acute angle from the surface of the harbour.
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The Royal Australian Navy has unveiled the last of
its three Hobart-class guided missile destroyers, HMAS
Sydney. The other two ships in the series are HMAS
Hobart and HMAS Brisbane, and all three feature the
Aegis combat system. The new vessel is the fifth ship
to bear the Sydney name; three earlier ships were
decommissioned and one, HMAS Sydney (II), was
sunk by the German auxiliary cruiser Kormoran during
World War II.

Does it snow on the Equator
The elevation at which you can get snow is called the
“snow line.” The closer you get to the equator, the
warmer it tends to be, so the higher the snow line is.
This means that you have to get really high up in order
to get snow at the equator, but there are a few mountain
peaks that are tall enough. For example, Mt.
Kilamanjaro in Tanzania, Mt. Chimborazo in Equador,
and Mt. Kenya in the Maasai Mara National Park in
Kenya are well-known for getting cold enough to have
snow even though they are right near the equator.

The US Navy has completed a test of a powerful laser
designed to take out enemy aircraft. Videos of the
demonstrations show what’s known as a solid-state
laser being fired from USS Portland and shooting down
a drone mid-air. The US Navy has claimed that lasers
will help it redefine naval warfare, with hopes that the
technology may be effective in defending against
targets ranging from drones and small boats to longrange missiles.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang says Covid-19 will
not affect the 2020 budget of the People’s Liberation
Army. Defence spending will grow by 6.6% on the
prior year, a smaller increase than previously forecast,
but still significant, especially in light of an expected
contraction of the broader economy. Despite a lack of
transparency from the Chinese government on funding
allocations, experts say that the budget will be spent
mainly in two areas - conventional warfare and nonconventional threats such as terrorism. Other items
slated to receive defence funding are humanitarian
assistance, epidemic prevention, and new equipment,
improved training and pay rises for personnel.

Mount Chimborazo, Ecuador has snow on top of it.
With a peak elevation of 6,263 m (20,548 ft),
Chimborazo is the highest mountain in Ecuador.
Chimborazo’s summit is also the farthest point on the
Earth’s surface from the Earth’s centre given that it is
located along the planet’s equatorial bulge.
Chimborazo’s summit, therefore, is at a higher point
than the summit of Mount Everest which is measured
from sea level. Despite this, it is only the 39th highest
peak in its own range. Like Everest, Chimborazo is also
known for climbing. The climb demands skill and is
often on black ice in which crampons and other high
tech climbing equipment are required. The top of
Chimborazo is completely covered by glaciers, with
some north-eastern glacier arms flowing down to 4,600
m. Its glacier is the source of water for the population
of the Bolivar and provinces of Ecuador.

Japan has launched a new space defence unit, the
‘Space Operations Squadron’. It will be part of the
Japan Air Self-Defense Force and its primary role will
be to protect Japanese satellites from adversarial threats
and space debris. Based in Tokyo, the unit will
cooperate and train with the US Space Command and
the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency. Japanese
Defence Minister Taro Kono says the group should be
fully operational by 2023 and aims to launch its first
satellite by 2026.

Mental Hospital Answering Machine.
Hello and thank you for calling The Provincial Mental Hospital, please select from the following menu options:If you are obsessive-compulsive, press 1 repeatedly.
If you are co-dependent, please ask someone to press 2 for you.
If you have multiple personalities, press 3, 4, 5 and 6.
If you are paranoid, we know who you are and what you want, stay on the line so we can trace your call.
If you are delusional, press 7 and your call will be forwarded to the Mother Ship.
If you are schizophrenic, listen carefully and a little voice will tell you which number to press.
If you are manic-depressive, it doesn’t matter which number you press, nothing will make you happy anyway.
If you are dyslexic, press 9696969696969696.
If you have short-term memory loss, press 9.
If you have short-term memory loss, press 9.
If you have short-term memory loss, press 9.
If you have low self-esteem, please hang up. Our operators are too busy to talk with you.
If you are blonde, don’t press any buttons, you’ll just mess it up.

This coming week is National Mental Health Care week, you can do your part by remembering to
contact at least one unstable person to show you care.

************
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Illawarra Shipwreck Makes Rare Appearance
After Beer Named in its Honour
A beer company has had an eerie coincidence after a ship that sank in 1898 and was honoured with an ale named
after it revealed itself to swimmers on the New South Wales south coast.
Coal Coast Brewing Company owner Kelly Carey was so captivated by the story of the brig Amy and her sinking off
the Illawarra coast while travelling from Wollongong to Sydney more than 120 years ago that she named a pale ale
after it. She did not expect the ship to make a rare appearance to commemorate the occasion.
The Amy sank off the coast of Thirroul after being struck by gale-force winds, killing everyone on board, and now
lies on the ocean floor in shallow water about 180 metres from shore. “I have friends who’d surfed over it and they
noticed it recently,” Wollongong diver Lynne Tuck said. “The lifeguards know about it. They say every three or four
years the sand shifts and they go and snorkel on it. “I’d heard it was exposed and I had a new camera that I was
playing with and thought I’d take my gear out there and look because it’s in four to five metres of water.”
While the official records state eight people died when the Amy sank, Ms Carey is especially interested in the two
others not listed. “At the inquest there were three eyewitness accounts of seeing a woman standing on the bow
holding a child,” she said. “After all the investigations I’ve done, I can’t find any record of them — except for a wife
and child of the captain who were getting a ride with him up to Sydney, and then the ship went down. “They’re not
on the manifest so they’re not registered as part of the dead.”
She named her beer Ode To Amy and put a woman on the logo as a gesture to the story. She has been naming her
other beers after Illawarra history, and after walking the beaches of
the northern Illawarra and occasionally collecting pieces of
shipwreck that wash up on the shore she said she was hooked by
maritime stories. “I’m aware there’s 90 ships missing from
Gerringong to Sydney, so it’s fascinating to do some research and
get some history of the area doing so.”
Lynne Tuck said it was an ‘eerie’ experience swimming around the
Amy by herself. While the ship has broken up, she said a section of
the mast is visible, as well as rusted chains and wooden planks.
“There’s the crash of rocks moving and everywhere else is sand,”
she said. “The sand would shift and all of a sudden an anchor would
appear in front of you. I found it quite spooky.”
There is a monument to those who died on the Amy at Thirroul
beach, sitting prominently in the centre of a roundabout at the beach
car park. Ms Carey said she hoped through naming the beer in the
ship’s honour, and people seeing Lynne Tuck’s images, they would
discover a fascinating part of Illawarra history. “Back then, we
couldn’t track and trace these ships. So it’s humbling in our role to
do justice to these stories, as well as having artists like Christine
[Hill] painting it and Lynne who can see it,” she said. “It’s an
honour, and the story has come to us in an eerie way. “We launched
the beer and Lynne’s found the ship. We’re making sure we’re doing
our best to tell the story of that day.”
A monument to lives lost on the Amy currently sits in the Thirroul beach car park.
(ABC Illawarra: Justin Huntsdale)

Dutch customs agents found 493 kilograms of cocaine in a sea container loaded with tins of tuna. The discovery
was made at the Port of Rotterdam in early July and had a street value of over 37 million euros, a spokesperson for
financial crimes inspectorate FIOD told NL Times. The container arrived from Cartagena, Colombia and was on its
way to a company in the German city of Kempen. The drugs have since been destroyed. That bust closed out the first
six months of 2020, with Rotterdam authorities having tracked down about 18 thousand kilos of cocaine. At just over
half the amount seized for the entirety of 2019, it is now on pace to seize a higher quantity of the drug in 2020.
Last year, 33,732 kilograms of the drug were found at the Rotterdam Port. Five days before the tinned tuna bust,
authorities working out of Amsterdam and The Hague managed to seize a shipment of 780 kilograms of cocaine.
The drugs were hidden in a container loaded with pineapples from Costa Rica. The drugs had a street value of over
58 million euros according to a spokesman from told NL Times. The packages of cocaine were found inside a
cooling and storage company in Westland, Zuid-Holland. There were no arrests in the case. Both cases were being
investigated by Hit and Run Cargo Teams (HARC), a joint effort between the OM, Customs, the port police and
financial crimes inspectorate FIOD. The tinned tuna case was being handled by HARC-Rotterdam, while the
discovery in Westland was undertaken by HARC-Amsterdam. Source: NL Times
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The West Indies
The West Indies is a region of the North Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean that includes the island countries and
surrounding waters of three major archipelagos: the Greater Antilles, the Lesser Antilles, and the Lucayan
Archipelago. The region includes all the islands in or bordering the Caribbean Sea, plus The Bahamas and the Turks
and Caicos Islands, which are in the Atlantic Ocean. This term also includes modern-day Belize, Guyana, Suriname,
and French Guiana.
Indigenous people were the very first inhabitants of the West Indies. In 1492, Christopher Columbus became the
first European to arrive at the islands, where he is believed by historians to have first set foot on land in the
Bahamas. After the first of the voyages of Christopher Columbus to the Americas, Europeans began to use the term
West Indies to distinguish the region from the East Indies of South Asia and Southeast Asia.
West Indies is a crescent-shaped group of islands more than 2,000 miles (3,200 km) long separating the Gulf of
Mexico and the Caribbean Sea, to the west and south, from the Atlantic Ocean, to the east and north. From the
peninsula of Florida on the mainland of the United States, the islands stretch 1,200 miles (1,900 km) southeastward, then 500 miles (800 km) south, then west along the north coast of Venezuela on the South American
mainland.
In the late sixteenth century, French, English and Dutch merchants and privateers began their operations in the
Caribbean Sea, attacking Spanish and Portuguese shipping and coastal areas. They often took refuge and refitted
their ships in the areas the Spanish could not conquer, including the islands of the Lesser Antilles, the northern coast
of South America including the mouth of the Orinoco, and the Atlantic Coast of Central America. In the Lesser
Antilles they managed to establish a foothold following the colonisation of St Kitts in 1624 and Barbados in 1626,
and when the Sugar Revolution took off in the mid-seventeenth century, they brought in thousands of Africans to
work the fields and mills as slave labourers. These Africans wrought a demographic revolution, replacing or joining
with either the indigenous Caribs or the European settlers who were there as indentured servants.
The struggle between the northern Europeans and the Spanish spread southward in the mid to late seventeenth
century, as English, Dutch, French and Spanish colonists, and in many cases their slaves from Africa first entered
and then occupied the coast of The Guianas (which fell to the French, English and Dutch) and the Orinoco valley,
which fell to the Spanish. The Dutch, allied with the Caribs of the Orinoco, would eventually carry the struggles
deep into South America, first along the Orinoco and then along the northern reaches of the Amazon.
Since no European country had occupied much of Central America, gradually the English of Jamaica established
alliances with the Miskito Kingdom of modern-day Nicaragua and Honduras, and then began logging on the coast of
modern-day Belize. These interconnected commercial and diplomatic relations made up the Western Caribbean
Zone which was in place in the early eighteenth century. In the Miskito Kingdom, the rise to power of the MiskitoZambos, who originated in the survivors of a rebellion aboard a slave ship in the 1640s and the introduction of
African slaves by British settlers within the Miskito area and in Belize, also transformed this area into one with a
high percentage of persons of African descent as was found in most of the rest of the Caribbean.
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From the 17th through the 19th century, the European
colonial territories of the West Indies were the French
West Indies, British West Indies, the Danish West
Indies, the Netherlands Antilles (Dutch West Indies),
and the Spanish West Indies.

19th Century Warship Wreck
Protected
The wreck of a German battleship that was sunk in
1878 off Folkestone, with the loss of nearly 300 lives,
has been granted government protection. The
experimental ironclad warship SMS Grosser Kurfürst
was accidentally hit by another German ship as it
prepared for naval exercises off Kent. The two ships,
along with SMS Preussen, were steaming in the English
Channel on 31 May 1878. The three ships encountered
a group of fishing boats under sail, in turning to avoid
them, Grosser Kurfürst inadvertently crossed König
Wilhelm’s path and was rammed, sinking within eight
minutes.

In 1916, Denmark sold the Danish West Indies to the
United States for US$25 million in gold, per the Treaty
of the Danish West Indies. The Danish West Indies
became an insular area of the U.S., called the United
States Virgin Islands.
Between 1958 and 1962, the United Kingdom reorganised all their West Indies island territories (except
the British Virgin Islands and the Bahamas) into the
West Indies Federation. They hoped that the Federation
would coalesce into a single, independent nation.
However, the Federation had limited powers, numerous
practical problems, and a lack of popular support;
consequently, it was dissolved by the British in 1963,
with nine provinces eventually becoming independent
sovereign states and four becoming current British
Overseas Territories.
West Indies or West India was the namesake of several
companies of the 17th and 18th centuries, including the
Danish West India Company, the Dutch West India
Company, the French West India Company, and the
Swedish West India Company.
West Indian is the official term used by the U.S.
government to refer to people of the West Indies.

The König Wilhelm had a strengthened ram bow
designed to sink enemy ships, armour plating on SMS
Grosser Kurfürst was ripped away and it sank rapidly.

The phrase “West Indies” distinguished the territories
encountered by Columbus or and claimed by Spain
from discovery claims by other powers in Asia’s “East
Indies”... The term “West Indies” was eventually used
by all European nations to describe their own acquired
territories in the Americas. Considering British
Caribbean colonies collectively as the “West Indies”
had its greatest political importance in the 1950s with
the movement to create a federation of those colonies
that could ultimately become an independent nation.

Many of the 284 men who lost their lives on 31 May
1878 were recovered and buried in Cheriton Road
Cemetery in Folkestone, where a a large stone obelisk
stands in their honour. Speaking that day, William
Smith, the First Lord of the Admiralty told Bedford
Pimm, the MP for Gravesend: “A collision occurred
between the König Wilhelm and the Grosser Kurfürst in
an endeavour to avoid a collision with a merchant
vessel.

Despite the collapse of the Federation in the early
1960s the West Indies continues to field a joint cricket
team for international competition. Though the West
Indies cricket team includes participants from Guyana,
which is geographically located in South America.

The wreck has now been given scheduled protection
and added to the National Heritage List and the
memorial has been given a Grade II listing.
Recreational divers would still be allowed to dive the
wreck but the new measures would give its contents a
level of protection.

The subduction of the South American Plate and part of
the North American Plate beneath the Caribbean Plate
produces both the Puerto Rico Trench, the deepest part
of the Atlantic Ocean, as well as the active volcanoes of
the Lesser Antilles.

The ironclad SMS Grosser Kurfürst was built during an
experimental period in naval warfare when ships
moved away from a wooden construction. They also
saw the brief return of the ancient ram, used to cause
damage to enemy ships. The SMS Grosser Kurfürst
main battery of four 26cm (10in) guns was initially to
be placed in a central armoured battery, but during the
redesign this was altered to a pair of twin gun turrets
amidships.

The West Indies is a geologically complex island
system consisting of 7,000 islands and islets stretching
over 3,000 km from the Florida peninsula of North
America south-southeast to the northern coast of
Venezuela. These islands include active volcanoes, low
-lying atolls, raised limestone islands, and large
fragments of continental crust containing tall mountains
and insular rivers. Each of the three archipelagos of the
West Indies has a unique origin and geologic
composition.

This historic shipwreck tells the story of Germany’s
increasing naval strength in the late 19th Century at a
time when Britain and Germany were on friendly
terms. It was the only non-Royal Navy warship to have
sunk in English waters between 1860 and 1913.

*******************
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A Cook’s tour of the magnificent timbers that built both Endeavours
Remembering 1770 and the amazing voyage to Botany Bay
The Endeavour began life as a humble
Yorkshire coal ship named the Earl of
Pembroke, and ended it as the Lord Sandwich
2, a workhorse troop carrier and for a time, a
prison ship, so unloved she was scuttled to
blockade an American harbour.
She will, however, be remembered forever as
His Majesty’s Bark Endeavour, the ship sailed
by Lieutenant James Cook on one of the most
epic voyages in maritime history. The memory
of the little ship remains so inspiring that a
fragment of wood - English oak (Quercus
robur) - taken during one of her many repairs,
was carried into space within the cockpit of
the space shuttle built for NASA, which was named Endeavour.
The little flat-bowed and high-waisted Endeavour is also portrayed on New Zealand’s 50c coin, commemorating
Cook’s arrival in New Zealand in 1769, the first Briton to step on the shores of the Shaky Isles.
To Australians, of course, the Endeavour was the ship that landed at Botany Bay 250 years ago on April 29,1770,
where Cook raised the flag in the name of King George III. In August, 1768, Endeavour set out from the English
port of Plymouth, rounded Cape Horn after battling giant seas, and headed for Tahiti to observe the 1769 transit of
Venus across the Sun.
Cook then set course for the largely unknown southern Pacific, sailing to New Zealand and on to Terra Australis that
would become known as Australia. But as many of us salute the great Yorkshire navigator, we give thought to the
magnificent timbers that that held the Endeavour together during a fantastic three-year voyage of discovery - and the
timber that shaped Endeavour 2, the fine replica launched in Fremantle in 1993.
In Britain in the 1700s, oak trees were in big demand by ship builders, grown especially for the purpose. Every ship
commissioned by Drake and Nelson used up the wood from more than 2500 trees. The First World War caused an
acute shortage of oak and in 1919 the Forestry Commission planted countless new forests as well as helping
landowners replenish their stock. Today oak is still one of the most popular hardwoods in Britain, used on an everyday basis for interior joinery and furniture.
The concept of building a replica of HM Bark Endeavour for the Bicentenary celebrations began at Fremantle in
January 1988. It was not until December 1993, after nearly six years of financial setbacks that Endeavour 2 slid
down the slipway and into Fremantle’s Fishing Boat Harbour.
The biggest challenge had been finding the timber to build the
550-tonne replica. The only freshly-cut timbers used were the
hull planking, cut from the jarrah forests of south-west Western
Australia, and the ship’s topsides, decking and masts made from
500-year-old Douglas fir. Later, huge jarrah beams were salvaged
from the demolition of a 70-year-old bridge in Hotham Valley
and then 50 great tallow woods were found at Port Macquarie
used to realign the Pacific Highway. From the stumps, big
‘hanging knees’ were cut to support the upper deck.
The biggest task came with the bending of the 7.5-cm-thick jarrah
hull-timbers around the bluff bow and stern. Early trials with
green wood broke one plank in six. The project was unwittingly
saved when the company storing the hull timber got sick of the
project’s delays, and shifted the wood from a shed into the open.
The planks dried and from then on only a few broke after
bending. In drying, the timber had strengthened and become more
flexible. If the builders had impatiently charged in it wouldn’t be
half the ship it is today. The great quote from Cook ‘that no sea
could hurt her” applies also to Endeavour 2.
Endeavour replica... built mainly from jarrah and Douglas fir.
The ship is 43.6 m long from bowsprit to stern, with a beam of
9.28 m, a draught of 3.4 m and a mainmast height of 28 m.
Thanks to Jim Bowden
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The SS Richard Montgomery was anchored in Sheerness when it grounded and broke
up in 1944 and now lies under the water on a sandbank.
It is 76 years this year since the SS Richard Montgomery sank off the Kent coast on its way to allied-occupied
France. But the remains of the US cargo vessel, which went down on 20 August 1944, with more than 1,400 tonnes
of explosives on board, continue to haunt the Thames estuary as a ticking time bomb.

•
•
•
•

286 × 2,000 lb (910 kg) high explosive bombs
4,439 × 1,000 lb (450 kg) bombs of various types
1,925 × 500 lb (230 kg) bombs
2,815 fragmentation bombs and bomb clusters
Various explosive booster charges
Various smoke bombs, including white phosphorus bombs
Various pyrotechnic signals
The masts are set to be cut from a wartime shipwreck in the
Thames Estuary that is packed with 1,400 tonnes of
explosives. The cargo ship SS Richard Montgomery was
anchored in Sheerness, Kent, when it grounded and broke
up in 1944. The wreck and its cargo is monitored round the
clock by port authorities and protected by a 500-metre
exclusion zone. A contractor is being sought for the £5m
project.
The masts of the wrecked ship are visible from the shore
The Department for Transport said in a letter to an Essex
MP that the height of the masts, which are visible above the
water line, might have to be reduced because they could be
“placing undue strain on the rest of the vessel structure”? The letter from aviation, maritime and security minister
Kelly Tolhurst to James Duddridge, MP for Rochford and Southend East, said: “This forms part of our ongoing
strategy to ensure risks posed by the vessel are suitably managed.”
Sonar images show the wreck in two pieces on a sandbank about 1.2 miles (2km) off the coast of Sheerness.
Concerns about the explosives on board the wreck were last year raised at Westminster by Labour peer Lord Harris
of Haringey, who said: “Why is the government so relaxed about thousands of such bombs and shells deteriorating
together in an unstable environment, unguarded and unprotected?” Tory frontbencher Baroness Barran said most of
the explosives still aboard the sunken vessel were TNT, which “is likely to be inert because of the fuses having
degraded over time”.
NEWS….. The Maritime and Coastguard Agency, which monitors the condition of the wreck and carries out regular
surveys, said at the time that the risk of a major explosion was “believed to be remote”? The contract to cut the
wreck’s masts is intended to be awarded in September 2020.

Ha…..
No I’m not the “Fashion on
Tap” nor the cover story
“Bombshell in Town”, but I
am your Newsletter Editor.
Cheers Bill Davis
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Ed and Carolyn met while on a singles cruise

Miss Beatrice, the church organist, was in her
eighties and had never been married. She was admired
for sweetness and kindness to all.

and Ed fell head over heels for her. When they
discovered they lived in the same city only a few miles
apart Ed was ecstatic. He immediately started asking
her out when they got home.

One afternoon the Vicar came to call on her and she
showed him into her quaint sitting room. She invited
him to have a seat while she prepared tea. As he sat
facing her old pump organ, the young minister noticed
a cut-glass bowl sitting on top of it. The bowl was filled
with water. In the water floated, of all things, a
condom!
When she returned with tea and scones, they began to
chat. The Vicar tried to stifle his curiosity about the
bowl of water and its strange floater, but soon it got the
better of him and he could no longer resist. “Miss
Beatrice”, he said, “I wonder if you would tell me about
this?” pointing to the bowl. “Oh, yes” she replied, “isn’t
it wonderful? I was walking through the park a few
months ago and I found this little package on the
ground. The directions said to place it on the organ,
keep it wet and that it would prevent the spread of
disease. Do you know I haven’t had the flu all winter!”
With that the Vicar spilt his tea down his vestment and
fell of his chair.

Within a couple of weeks, Ed had taken Carolyn to
dance clubs, restaurants, concerts, movies, and
museums. Ed became convinced that Carolyn was
indeed his soul mate and true love. Every date seemed
better than the last.
On the one-month anniversary of their first dinner on
the cruise ship, Ed took Carolyn to a fine restaurant.
While having cocktails and waiting for their salad, Ed
said, “I guess you can tell I’m very much in love with
you. I’d like a little serious talk before our relationship
continues to the next stage. So, before I get a box out of
my jacket and ask you a life changing question, it’s
only fair to warn you, I’m a total golf nut.

SEQ SLOP CHEST
Metal MN Lapel Badges
$8 00 each
Metal Vindicatrix Lapel Badges
$5.00 each
MN Blazer Badges
$22.00 each
MN Blazer Badges
$15.00 each
MN Cap Badge
$17.00 each
Club Shirt (to order)
$50.00 each
Club Caps
$20.00 each
Note:- Shirts and Caps subsidised by the Association
MN Poppy Badge
$20.00 each

I play golf, I read about golf, I watch golf on TV. In
short, I eat, sleep, and breathe golf. If that’s going to be
a problem for us, you’d better say so now!”
Carolyn took a deep breath and responded, “Ed, that
certainly won’t be a problem. I love you as you are and
I love golf too; but, since we’re being totally honest
with each other, you need to know that for the last five
years I’ve been a hooker.”

All Communications to
Brian Hunt on 07 5513 0178
Preferably Email at:- brian.hunt8@bigpond.com

Ed said, “I bet it’s because you’re not keeping your
wrists straight when you hit the ball.”

Why don’t you ever see the headline ‘Psychic
Wins Lottery’
Why is ‘abbreviated’ such a long word?
Why is it that doctors and attorneys call what they do
‘practice’?
President, Brian Hunt BEM JP
241/2 Falcon Way
TWEED HEAD SOUTH NSW 2486
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Honorary Secretary, Narelle Standen
60 Simpson Drive
BILAMBIL HEIGHTS NSW 2486
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