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Anchors Aweigh
MN Day - September 3rd 2018
Despite our Padre having words with his Boss, he decided
that the drought had to be broken in Tweed Heads and on
our special day, He did however give us plenty of
warning and we were able to cancel the lectern,
microphone, speaker and chairs which had been kindly
donated by the RSL for delivery to our monument at
Point Danger. It did prove to be showers and during one
of those we had to raise the flags, which in the wind,
stood out beautifully.
We had decided earlier that as the ANZAC Room at the
Twin Towns RSL was already booked, we would utilise
the covered BBQ area at Point danger. The Marine
Rescue had booked a car space for our Padre as parking is
a problem at any time, so as last year for the memorial
dedication we organised a shuttle from the bottom open
air car park at the RSL, this was a mini bus donated by
the Masonic Care, for which we were extremely grateful, with our Treasurer Graham Moon driving.
In all we had thirty-two dauntless brave attendees, with eight visitors from the RSL, National Servicemen's
Association, Navy and the MUA. The Padre John Reid apart from officiating also gave a stirring address on the
role of the Merchant Navy in times of conflict which included some history of our Australian lads involvement and
casualties. Right on cue, the rain ceased and the wreaths were laid in comparative comfort, they added another
splash of colour to the monument which the flags had already done. In all six wreaths were laid and the ODE was
said at the monument site by our Treasurer.
During the service which lasted about 45 minutes, a message was read from The Hon Darren Chester MP, Minister
for Veterans Affairs, Doug Marshall read out The Sailors Prayer and Graham Moon read out the poem “Heroes”
written by David Partridge and now read-out around the world. We later sang the hymn “Eternal father strong to
save….. Oh, hear us when we cry to thee, for those in peril on the sea!” The last Post, a minutes silence then
Rouse was observed. the Merchant Navy Prayer was read by the President Brian, then a stirring rendition of our
National Anthem and a final blessing from our Padre and last, but not least our historian member Warren Keats
gave a few minutes address on the role and sacrifice of the Merchant Seamen, finally our President thanked
everybody for their steadfastness in attending and wished them a safe journey home.
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S.E. Qld. Vindicatrix & MN Mariners Association Inc.
AGM 2018
In Brian's opening remarks at the start of the AGM he congratulated Tony & Marg Harben on driving over from WA
and the Editor Bill and Web Master Shirley Davis coming down from Bundaberg, he thanked everybody for their
attendance and mentioned that two members had to leave after the General Meeting before hand because of prior
commitments, which left a total of 29 attendees.
After the formalities of the minutes of the last AGM and Treasury figures the
President then thanked all the committee but singled out Terry Docker the
Secretary for special mention as he was standing down and was not up for re
election. In his discourse he mentioned that without his outstanding dedication
the monument would not have been accomplished. The president’s wife Eileen
then presented Terry with a fine bottle of white wine and Kay his partner with a
bouquet of flowers and a box of chocolates, to rapturous applause. Terry served
as Secretary for two and a half years and a worthy ambassador to our association
and doing great work. Thanks Terry and Kay always at your side…..
In the election for office bearers, Brian, Graham & Stephen were re elected,
Robert Armstrong the new Vice President and after a lot of soul searching Gary
Voysey was elected as Secretary, Gary is an Australian Merchant Seamen rising
to the Rank of Chief Steward but also did his National Service and went to
Vietnam. It was with a lot of relief that the President closed the meeting and
invited everybody to the Dolphin Hotel for some finger food.
Finger food turned out to be a veritable feast with various sandwiches, party
pies, sausage rolls, dim sims and small pieces battered fish washed down with
drinks of choice much raucous laughter was heard around the room and of
course much swing the lamp. The AGM to some could seem boring, but the
camaraderie was there.

Many more photos on our website

www.seq.vindicatrix.com
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Tidal Wave from Canary Island Volcano
A wave of unimaginable height and travelling faster than a jet aircraft will devastate the eastern seaboard of America
and inundate much of southern Britain, say scientists who have analysed the effects of a future volcanic eruption in
the Canary Islands.
A massive slab of rock the volume of immense size (an island) would break away from the island of La Palma and
smash into the Atlantic Ocean to cause a mega-tsunami - a monster wave - bigger than any recorded, the scientists
warned.
Most of the wave’s energy, equivalent to the combined output of America’s power stations for six months, would
travel westwards to the American coast but enough would be flicked north towards the English Channel to cause
catastrophic coastal damage.
A computer model has been designed to show the way the tsunami will build after the volcano, called Cumbre Vieja,
erupts on La Palma, at the western end of the Spanish island chain. It describes the almost unimaginable scale of an
event that the scientists say could happen at any time within the foreseeable future. Most of the rocky western flank
of Cumbre Vieja is unstable enough to be dislodged in the next big eruption of the volcano, which is active enough
to explode at least once or twice a century. Its last big event was in 1949.
Such a landslide from a future eruption could travel up to 60 kilometres (37 miles) from La Palma’s coast, causing
the formation and then collapse of a dome of water 900 metres (3,000ft) high and tens of kilometres wide. The bow
of this collapsing dome of water would become a giant wave, but also, as the landslide continued to move
underwater, a series of crests and troughs would soon generate the “wave train” of the tsunami.
With the leading wave in front and crests pushing it on behind, it would sustain the power for the nine-hour journey
to the American east coast. Travelling at speeds of up to 500mph, the tsunami would be an unstoppable force. Its
first target was expected to be the West Saharan coast of Morocco, where the wave would measure an awesome
330ft from crest to trough. But the built up coastal areas of Florida, Brazil and the Caribbean were expected to suffer
the greatest destruction. Here, the wave would reach heights of 130ft to and travel four or five miles inland flattening
everything in its path.
Tsunami means harbour wave in Japanese and, though
the occurrence has nothing to do with the tides, it is
often called a tidal wave in English. Throughout history
they have caused widespread devastation, with Britain
last being affected by one in 1755 when an earthquake
in Lisbon caused an unusually large wave to hit
southern ports.
Scientists predicts that the tsunami will have a height of
100 metres (330ft) from crest to trough when it crashes
into the shores of nearby north-west Africa. By the time
it reached its final destination, the east coast of Florida
and the Caribbean islands, the tsunami would still be up
to 50 metres high. Low-lying land in Florida would be
vulnerable to a sea wave that would inundate the
mainland for several kilometres inland. Everything in
its path would be flattened, the computer model
predicted.
Even though the wave would be much smaller when it
reached the UK, it would still breach sea defences
because it would be larger than the biggest storm waves
for which they were designed. For low-lying land along
the south coast it could penetrate up to a mile.

Knots and Speedy Things
Ship speed is usually measured in knots - as in 20 knots top speed. Just what is a knot and how does it relate to miles
per hour?
Back in the days before GPS units, ships had a hard time knowing how quickly they were going. Especially when
they were out of sight of land, there was no way to know how quickly they were crossing the ocean. They came up
with a system involving a rope with knots in it and a weighted end, accompanied with an hourglass. They would
turn the 30-second hourglass over, and toss the weighted rope in the ocean. The rope would start to play out, and it
had a knot in it every 50 feet. They would simply count how many knots were let out by the time the hourglass was
empty, and that would tell them their speed.
Ship speed is usually measured in knots seconds, the speed was 20 nautical miles per hour. (continued next page)
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for nothing, first estimated the pirates’ costs often
$100,000 to $200,000 for renting a boat and getting
weapons and kit; expenses for fuel and food; and
payoffs to stop government officials, warlords and
village elders from interfering. If that amount or a bit
more could be raised from charities and sympathisers,
pirates would often accept the deal, once convinced that
it was their only hope of satisfying their creditors. It is
easier to raise money for “expenses reimbursement”
than for the actual ransom, not just because the former
is much less. “You can argue that you’re not enriching
these people,” says David Snelson, the boss of Pbi2, a
security firm in Mogadishu that has helped free some of
the hostages.

To equate that to “real” land miles, you first have to
realize that the definition of a land mile has changed
greatly over the years. It was only in 1958 where we
had a real international agreement as to what a mile was
equal to. Back in the days of the Roman Empire, a mile
was how long an army marched with 1,000 double
paces. Over the years, different countries have come up
with different definitions of this distance, ranging from
around 1,000 yards to 12,000 yards!!
In modern times, all countries have agreed that a mile is
exactly 5,280 modern feet, or 1,760 yards. So this
means that 1 knot/hour is about 1.151 mph. So it is
ALMOST the exact same thing - to go 20 knots/hour is
about like going 22 mph.

Even so, covering pirates’ expenses proved unpalatable
to the UN bureaucracy, so Mr Steed quit in 2013 to
continue his efforts from Nairobi, the capital of
neighbouring Kenya, through an American charity
called Oceans Beyond Piracy. He has cajoled Somali
villagers into renouncing pay owed by pirates for food,
transport and guard services. (Many villagers did not
like the attention that hostages attracted.) Though
negotiators have generally adopted the expenses
approach, it is not a magic wand. Eight seamen are still
held in Somalia, all of them Iranian fishermen seized in
2015. Negotiators must still convince governments that
paying the pirates’ expenses will not benefit people
with links to terrorist groups.

************

Male mosquitoes beat their wings 450 to 600 times per
second. Some flies (midges) beat their wings over 1000
times per second. Butterflies couldn’t qualify for the
contest they beat their wings only 5 to 20 times per
second, but butterflies have been seen at over 20,000
feet in altitude.
The sailfish is the fastest-swimming fish. It swims up to
68 mph (110 kph). Nine out of every 10 living things
live in the ocean
And what's the fastest animal on Earth? Peregrine
falcons have been known to dive at speeds in excess of
217 miles per hour.

Negotiators must also contend with pirates fearful of
being double-crossed by a rival in their group. Such
suspicion is sometimes justified, says Leslie Edwards
of Compass Risk Management. His London firm has
reluctantly negotiated releases whereby a pirate leader
gets a secret extra payment that he will not share with
his colleagues. Somalia’s pirates have seized few
hostages of late, thanks largely to more use of armed
guards on ships. But iJET, a risk-management firm
based in Maryland that uses “a facilitation fee” to
secure releases, foresees trouble. It reckons that attacks
on easier-to-capture fishing boats will pick up as more
Somali fishermen turn to piracy as a protest against
overfishing by foreign commercial firms. Anger is
rising again, as officials in Somalia’s semi-independent
Puntland region cash in by selling licences to foreign
boats for catches that are depleting the fish stocks that
have hitherto sustained Somali fishermen—without
their having to resort to piracy.
The Economist

The fastest insect is the Dragonfly clocked at 100 km/hr
(60 mph)

A new approach to Somali pirates

Don’t pay a ransom….. Do pay for expenses
NO ONE seized by pirates can be considered lucky.
But many of the seamen taken hostage by Somali
pirates have at least been set free fast, once fat ransoms
have been paid. At the height of the piracy scourge off
the coast of Somalia almost a decade ago, the average
ransom to free a crew and vessel was, by one tally,
$3.5m. Some seamen, however, have languished in
captivity for months or even years because their
companies balked at coughing up—often because their
ship was uninsured, or had run aground, or had been
disabled by fire, or had sunk.
Crew taken from them were sometimes tortured. “Hard
as it may sound, these guys, they don’t have any
value,” says John Steed, a former UN man in
Mogadishu, Somalia’s capital. Pirates are still loth to
cut their losses by freeing such hostages without
payment. Of the few Somali pirates who have given up
in this way, most were soon killed, Mr Steed notes,
since they could not repay the financiers who
underwrote the attacks and the hostages’ upkeep. The
resulting trap for such failing pirates and their
“forgotten” hostages seemed inescapable. Yet 54
hostages, held on land by various groups of Somali
pirates, have been freed in the last several years. This
was because of a new approach, say those who
negotiated the deals.
Rather than try to convince unscrupulous vessel owners
to fork up big ransoms, the negotiators, mostly working
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The last U-Boat Captain has died at 105
The last surviving German U-Boat captain, who terrorized the Atlantic off North
Carolina’s Outer Banks early in World War II, has died at age 105. Relnhard
Hardegen, who once described his exploits to the Observer decades after the
war, died June 9 - 2018, the Washington Post reported Hardegen commanded
one of the first U-boats Germany deployed to intercept Allied supply lines
shortly after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec 7th 1941. “1 cannot
describe the feeling with words, but it was unbelievably beautiful and great,” he
later wrote of approaching close enough to see Manhattan’s glare from his boat,
the New York Times reported. “I would have given away a kingdom for this
moment if I had one. We were the first to be here, and for the first time in this
war a German soldier looked upon the coast of the U.S.A.”
After his submarine sank two tankers off Long Island, he steered toward the
Outer Banks and waited for merchant ships. There he sank three more ships.
Hardegen, in a 1991 Observer interview from Germany, said his U-123 tuned in Charlotte’s WBT radio as it sat on
the ocean bottom during the day and surfaced at night to hunt passing ships that were silhouetted by the glow from
coastal towns. Hardegen, then 78, said he was astonished that he met almost no opposition from a U.S. military that
was unprepared for the U-boat invasion of the East Coast. “I was very surprised,” he said. ‘There was no defence on
the coast of the United States ... No blackouts, no dimming, nothing.”
For seven months, what would come to be known as the Battle of the Atlantic was focused off Cape Hatteras and
Cape Lookout, claiming hundreds of lives and scattering an estimated 50 to 60 sunken ships on the seabed within
100 miles of the N.C. coast. The area became known as Torpedo Junction. Residents of Ocracoke Island saw loud
explosions at night, orange fireballs and smoke from burning ships and found dead sailors on their beaches.
The Union Jack still flutters over a cemetery for four British sailors who washed ashore in 1942. Two of the sunken
ships the German sub U-576 and the Nicaraguan-flagged tanker it sank, the SS Bluefields were the focus of a 2016
expedition off Cape Hatteras to document the wrecks. The U-boat sank the tanker with torpedoes and damaged two
other ships, but was brought down when it was surfaced by U.S. aircraft and a naval escort.
Members of the expedition by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the non-profit Project
Baseline, UNC’s Coastal Studies Institute and other partners were the first to see the ships since they went down in
1942. The wrecks, 240 yards apart in 750 feet of water, had previously been viewed only by the sonar that located
them in 2014. The Bluefields crew had survived their ship’s sinking, but the wreck of U-576 still holds the remains
of 45 crew members. “It goes from a page in a scientific report down to a very real place at the bottom of the ocean,”
David Alberg, superintendent of the Monitor National Marine Sanctuary in Newport News, Va., said after the
expedition. “When you see (the submarine) and see the dive planes tilted up in a sign that the ship was doing
everything it could to get to the surface, and all the hatches sealed, you realize that this is a tomb for all those young
men we fought. You begin to look at it a little differently.”
Hardegen, who rose to the rank of lieutenant commander, sank between 19 and two dozen merchant ships, the
Washington Post reported. He became a hero, awarded Germany’s highest military honour by Adolph Hitler, but
later disavowed support for the Nazi party. He later came to the U.S. to speak with veterans group and meet with the
families of his war victims. After the war, Hardegen said he had done his best to stem the losses and help survivors.
Historian Michael Gannon, author of 1990’s “Operation Drumbeat,” corroborated Hardegen’s accounts of once
approaching a lifeboat to give survivors food and of ordering a neutral Swiss ship to pick up survivors of a sunken
freighter. “Everyone stood at the railing, waved and wished us a good homecoming,” Cmdr. Hardegen wrote in his
captain’s log, the Post reported. “Let’s hope that they tell this at home and effectively dampen the atrocity
propaganda about us.

Battle’s Over - Nation’s Tribute
On Sunday 11 November 2018, the United Kingdom and its friends overseas will mark the day 100 years ago when
the guns fell silent at the end of the First World War. In cities and towns, villages, hilltops and fields throughout
Britain that day, the sound of 1,000 bagpipes will fill the air before dawn and individual pipers will play the
traditional air Battle’s O’er.
One of those sites will be the Merchant Navy National War Memorial at Tower Hill in London and when the piper
has finished playing, at 6am, volunteers will begin reading out the names of the 15,000 merchant seamen, and
women, who lost their lives at sea in WW1; a war described as the ’War To End All Wars’. How hollow that
sounded by the end of 1945.
The reading of the names will take thirteen hours, with an intermission at 11am for the traditional Service of
Remembrance. When the reading of the names is complete, at 7pm, a WW1 Beacon of Light will be lit.
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Chicxulub Crater
World’s third largest impact crater, and where the fate of the dinosaurs was sealed.
Buried beneath thousands of feet of limestone in
the Yucatán Peninsula are the remains of an
impact so great that it wiped out over half of the
Earth’s species. The Chicxulub Crater, named
after the village which lies near its centre, spans
over 110 miles wide, with about half of it resting
below the Caribbean Sea.
Some 65 million years ago, an asteroid or comet
the size of a small city came hurdling towards
Earth. With a force of 100 million megatons of
TNT (two million times stronger than the most
powerful man-made bomb), it crashed into our
planet and created devastating consequences for
both the dinosaurs and all other life.
Shockwaves rippled outwards from the site,
triggering earthquakes and volcanic eruptions
across the world. In the oceans, the explosion
unleashed megatsunamis measuring thousands of
meters high. Massive amounts of debris from the
impactor and the Earth were kicked up into the
atmosphere and beyond. Some of the larger
ejected chunks came speeding back down, igniting
in the atmosphere and setting off global firestorms. Meanwhile, the sky darkened as a cloud of dust covered the
Earth, blocking sunlight and preventing photosynthesis for years.
After millions of years of erosion and sedimentation, however, evidence of the cataclysmic event is hard to come
across today. Even for a spectator standing high above the crater’s centre, the impact’s effects are not apparent.
Perhaps the most telling features of the surrounding landscape are the cenotes. These water-filled sinkholes, once
used by the Mayans in sacrificial ceremonies, dot the crater’s edge where the rock was weakened.
In fact, it was not until 1978 that the Chicxulub Crater was finally unearthed. The discovery is generally attributed to
Glen Penfield, a geophysicist who noticed the region’s unusual features while working for the Mexican oil company
Pemex. While examining a magnetic survey map of the Gulf of Mexico, Penfield observed a semicircular arc
suggesting the presence of an impact crater. Unbeknownst to him, a former Pemex employee had noted a similar
anomaly in a gravity map of the Yucatán. However, the petroleum company prohibited this worker from publishing
his findings and the map’s significance went unrealized for years before Penfield used it to confirm his suspicions.
Just a few years later, researchers like the father-and-son geology team of Luis and Walter Alvarez and the graduate
student Alan Hildebrand published controversial articles that suggested a large impact from an asteroid caused the
mass extinction at the end of the Cretaceous period. As evidence, scientists relied on a 65-million year old layer of
iridium-enriched clay named the K-T boundary. They argued that only a collision with a large extraterrestrial body
could account for the levels of iridium (a rare element of relative abundance in meteorites) present in the rock, and
the worldwide distribution of the boundary layer.
It was also predicted and later confirmed that the extreme pressures and temperatures associated with the violent
explosion would have ejected and widely distributed “shocked quartz” (a deformed type of the familiar crystalline
solid) and tektites (spherules of natural glass rock).
While science inched closer to a reasonable explanation for the demise of the dinosaurs, another decade passed
before Chicxulub was realized as the remains of the catastrophic event. This occurred in 1990, when a newspaper
reporter informed Hildebrand of Penfield’s work and the two scientists began working together on Pemex drill
samples from the site. Soon enough, the crater’s age and properties were confirmed to correlate with predictions.
Today, Chicxulub remains a hot topic of study. Some researchers use computer models to recreate the formation
scenario and explain the crater’s structural changes, while others are concerned with tracing the impacting body back
to its initial home in the main asteroid belt.
Perhaps the most controversial work, though, involves pinpointing the exact events that led to the dinosaur’s
extinction. There is considerable disagreement in the scientific community regarding whether the impact was
isolated or part of a relatively short epoch of collisions in which the proceeding periods of global cooling and
warming finally finished off the ill-fated beasts.
Whatever the case may be, impacts the size of Chicxulub occur on Earth about once every 100 million years, making
the crater in Mexico a humbling and perhaps unsettling reminder of life’s fragility.
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The Spanish quest to find Australia
More than 400 years ago, an explorer pleaded with the King of Spain to fund
a daring expedition to a land he said he had discovered in the Pacific. Pedro
Fernandes de Queirós said the great southern land he had found was full of
spices, nutmeg and cinnamon. The explorer wrote time and again to the king
seeking help to return, but died before he could sail back into the Pacific.
The State Library of New South Wales has unveiled two new documents that
add to its collection showing how close we came to having siestas and
sangria as a way of life. We could have been Spanish, with Spanish cuisine
and Spanish language.
Pedro Fernandes de Queirós

There have been past claims that Queirós was the first European to land on
Australian shores around 1605, but it is generally believed his ship in fact
mistook a large island that is part of modern-day Vanuatu, nearly 2,000km further east, for the fabled great southern
land. Queirós named the discovery Austrialia del Espiritu Santo (the Southern Land of the Holy Spirit), before
sailing back to Mexico.
The Portuguese-born explorer then returned to Madrid in 1607 and began petitioning King Philip III of Spain. The
petitions formally requesting sponsorship were known at the time as “memorials”. It is believed Queirós had 14 of
the memorials produced, but the first of them is yet to be discovered.
Queirós did not hold back in trying to convince the King to bankroll another voyage. He gilded the lily. He said “it’s
got all these wonderful spices, nutmeg and cinnamon, it has timber to build vessels for your majesty’s ships, it has
people there, fine strapping people that we can Christianise and we can do that before the Protestants get there,” he
said. Queirós became increasingly frustrated as King Philip III ignored his requests. As time went on and the king
didn’t respond to his submissions, he became more and more shrill, importunate, trying to persuade the king to do it.
While the Spanish King remained unimpressed, news of the discovery eventually spread. The documents were
highly confidential, just like Cabinet submissions today, so when one leaked out the spies would have heard about it
and then the rivalry increased, after that we had the Dutch along the (Australian) west coast.
In the 19th century some Australian Catholics, living under a Protestant ascendancy, claimed that Queirós had in fact
discovered Australia, in advance of the Protestants Willem Janszoon, Abel Tasman and James Cook. The
Archbishop of Sydney from 1884 to 1911, Patrick Francis Moran, asserted this to be a fact, and it was taught in
Catholic schools for many years. He claimed that Queirós’s first landing was near Gladstone in Queensland.
Regarded as a crank and having spent seven years writing numerous accounts of his voyage and begging King Philip
III for money for a new voyage, he was finally despatched to Peru with letters of support, but the king had no real
intention of funding another expedition. Queirós died on the way, in Panama, in 1614. He had married Dona Ana
Chacon of Madrid in 1589, who bore him one son and one daughter.

Not for Sale. In response to all recent e-mails about
our dog: please be advised, we are sick and tired of
answering questions about him. Yes, he bit two people
wearing burkas, ten people wearing turbans, two car
drivers with rap music blaring from their
vehicles, four Jehovah’s witnesses, two
Mormons, nine teenagers with pants
hanging past their arse cracks, three
Muslims and a Pakistani taxi driver. But,
for the last time, the dog is not for sale!

I was a first class bedroom steward on the
P&O ship Orcades, enjoying Mediterranean Cruises
from Southampton in the summer. On one cruise I had
a middle aged couple, the gentleman went up on deck
and fell asleep in a deck chair and of course got very
badly burned, so spent the best part of the cruise in his
cabin, suffering in pain. I being a considerate employee
served him breakfast, lunch & dinner among other
duties caring for him, I was in his cabin that often I
thought I was family.
It was usual for passengers to tip
us deserving stewards the night
before we docked, he in his
generosity gave me ten bob, I of
course was expecting a few quid
or even a fiver. Next morning
when I took in their morning tea,
I noticed his false teeth in a
glass, so on the way out I
grabbed the glass, and threw
them out of the nearest port hole, as you would………
Can you imagine when he got home, all of his friends
asking him if he enjoyed his Cruise, Ha Ha Ha.
Al Glasson

SEQ SLOP CHEST

Metal MN Lapel Badges
$8 00 each
Metal Vindicatrix Lapel Badges
$5.00 each
MN Blazer Badges
$22.00 each
MN Blazer Badges
$15.00 each
MN Cap Badge
$17.00 each
Club Shirt (to order)
$50.00 each
MN Poppy Badge
$20.00 each
All Communications to
Brian Hunt on 07 5513 0178
Preferably email at:- brian.hunt8@bigpond.com
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Australia Launches Third Air Warfare Destroyer (AWD)
HMAS SYDNEY has now joined the second Hobart Class AWD,
HMAS BRISBANE, alongside the wharf at the Osborne Naval
Shipyard in South Australia. AWD Program Manager
Commodore Craig Bourke said: “The complexity of this project
is reflected in the sophistication of the AWDs. These warships
will provide a true step-change in capability for the Australian
Defence Force. As the most potent warships Australia has ever
possessed, all three destroyers feature an advanced antisubmarine warfare capability, state-of-the-art radar technology
and an air defense system capable of engaging enemy aircraft and
missiles at an extended range.”
The AWDs will provide air defense for accompanying ships as well as land forces and infrastructure on nearby
coastal areas. They will also provide self-protection against attacking missiles and aircraft. The Aegis Weapon
System incorporating the phased array radar, AN/ SPY 1D(V), in combination with the SM-2 missile, will be
capable of engaging enemy aircraft and missiles at ranges in excess of 150 kilometers.
The AWDs will also carry a MH-60R Seahawk ‘Romeo’ naval combat helicopter for surveillance and response to
support key warfare areas. The surface warfare function will include long range anti-ship missiles and a naval gun
capable of firing extended range munitions in support of land forces. The AWDs will also be able to conduct
undersea warfare and will be equipped with modern sonar systems, decoys and surface-launched torpedoes.
In April 2005, the Australian Government selected Raytheon Australia as the Combat System - Systems Engineer,
and in May 2005 selected ASC AWD Shipbuilder as the shipbuilder. In June 2007, the Australian Government
announced that the Navantia designed F100 had been selected as the basis for the AWDs. The three AWDs HMAS
HOBART, HMAS BRISBANE and HMAS SYDNEY are expected to be in service for over 30 years.

Big Hauls of Drugs at Sea - big business
1. Law enforcement officials in Costa Rica have recovered two tons of cocaine from a low-profile boat found about 80
nautical miles off the coast, one of the biggest drug confiscations made at sea. Costa Rican authorities received a tip from
the U.S. Coast Guard that resulted in the discovery of 2,000 packets of cocaine of about 1 kg (2.2 pounds) each The drugs
were found on a four engined boat known as a low-profile vehicle (LPV), a kind frequently used by drug traffickers
because they are difficult to detect by radar.
Three Colombian men were arrested and remain in custody in Costa Rica. “The joint work between the authorities of the
United States and the national police is yielding good results in the fight against international drug-trafficking, which has
permitted us to seize more than 17 tons of drugs this year. Within that total, 6.7 tons of drugs have been seized in the past
10 days. Colombian police seized 12 tons of cocaine in November, their biggest haul ever. With its strategic location
surrounded by the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea, Colombia continues to be one of the biggest producers of cocaine
worldwide, generating about 910 tons annually, despite the efforts of the government, according to figures from the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration.
2. The container ship “Cap San Tainaro” was intercepted by Colombian Navy and fast response team in the Caribbean on
Aug 2nd, off Cartagena, when the ship was en route to Caucedo, Dominican Republic. Anti-drug team boarded the ship,
checked containers and found in one of them 1144 packages of pure cocaine, hidden in a container loaded with wine.
Total weight of found cocaine is over 10 tons,1144 kilo. 15 persons allegedly related to this shipment were arrested, some
crew are among them. The ship was destined for Antwerp, Belgium.
3. Italian police found 20 tonnes of hashish worth as much as 200 million euros ($A313 million) in the fuel tanks of a
Panama-flagged ship that was stopped in international waters and escorted to Sicily. The entire 11-person crew, all from
Montenegro, was arrested for international drugs trafficking. The research and survey vessel “Remus” left the Canary
Islands bound for Egypt and Turkey, surveillance showed it had turned off its position transmitter near the coast of North
Africa, raising investigators suspicions. Italian finance police seized the vessel in international waters in July and escorted
it to Palermo, Sicily. Where the fuel tanks were drained and the hashish discovered wrapped in sealed brown bags.
The Mediterranean Sea is confirmed to be one of the world’s largest arteries for illegal drug trafficking. The North
African hashish - (compressed cannabis resin) was probably destined for the European market, a spokesman said.
Morocco is the world’s largest producer of hashish, which is usually smuggled into Europe through Spain.
4. Thai police have seized more than 14 million methamphetamine pills worth 1.48 billion baht (A$61 million) that were
bound for neighbouring Malaysia and beyond, authorities say, in one of its biggest ever drug busts.
5. Mexico’s navy has seized 10 tonnes of synthetic drugs near the western city of Culiacan. The massive stash was found
in large sacks and plastic drums, with authorities saying the area is notorious for the production and movement of huge
quantities of methamphetamine. The seized drugs were incinerated. The seizure follows the discovery of a synthetic drug
laboratory also in Sinaloa state last week. That raid yielded 50 tonnes of synthetic drugs near the town of Alcoyonqui.
These are just a few news clippings from a couple of weeks—what horror for the world…..
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A Danish vessel is attempting to become
the first container ship to tackle the Arctic
sea route north of Russia.
Denmark’s Maersk, the world’s largest
operator of container shipping, plans to
send the first such ship from East Asia to
Europe via the Arctic Ocean. The ship will
collect data to see if melting Arctic sea ice
has made the route economically viable.
The recently launched “Venta Maersk” set
sail from the Russian port of Vladivostok
on August 23 2018, from there it travels
north through the Bering Strait and then
west along Russia’s northern coast,
heading for St Petersburg via what is
known as the Northern Sea Route.
The company said the Venta Maersk,
which carries approximately 3,600
containers, is designed to withstand waters
as cold as -25°C. It will transport a cargo
of goods including frozen fish on the trial
voyage, after which it will be deployed in
the Baltic Sea with the help of a nuclear
icebreaker.
Melting Arctic ice caps are likely to increase traffic and the commercial viability of the Northern Sea Route. One
study, for instance, projects, “remarkable shifts in trade flows between Asia and Europe, diversion of trade within
Europe, heavy shipping traffic in the Arctic and a substantial drop in Suez traffic. Projected shifts in trade also imply
substantial pressure on an already threatened Arctic ecosystem.”

Antibiotic ship paint is leading to more Superbugs
Antibiotics are being painted onto the hulls of ships to clear them of barnacles in a practice that is helping to
increase the appearance of drug resistant bacteria. Ministers from the world’s richest nations have been warned.
The use of antibiotics by the shipping industry emerged at a high level meeting of science ministers from the G8,
who have prioritised tackling the problem of antibiotic resistance. The common antibiotic Tetracycline, which is
used to treat common infections in patients, was being added to paint for use on the hulls of ships to prevent the
build-up of algae and barnacles, known as fouling.
However, bacteria in the water can develop resistance to the antibiotic and it can be passed onto other organisms
such as Escherichia coli and Salmonella. There were almost 43,000 patients who caught so called “Superbugs” in
NHS - UK hospitals last year. The soaring levels of antibiotic resistant infections is now one of the greatest
threats facing the world.
Many would be shocked to hear for the first time that antibiotics are being put into paint to keep barnacles off ships.
The world needs to share information to get a measure of what is happening and the scale of the threat, there is great
need to promote research and development. Also a need to look at domestic prescribing practices and try to promote
a more responsible approach to prescribing.” The use of antibiotics to keep ships clear of barnacles is the latest case
of antibiotics being overused that is causing alarm among the medical community. Scientists have raised concerns
that the widespread use of antibiotics the veterinary industry has helped to drive the evolution of resistant strains of
bacteria.
Doctors have also been criticised for over prescribing antibiotics, particularly to treat viral infections where they will
have no effect. Patients who do not finish courses of treatment are also helping to drive the emergence of new
antibiotic resistant strains.
The control of barnacles is an important issue but it needs to be looked at. The use of antibiotics has been
fragmented and they are now used without a broader view of the affect that can have. The fact we are seeing more
and more antibiotics becoming less and less effective is of enormous concern for all of our societies.
Barnacles are encrusters, attaching themselves permanently to a hard substrate. The most common, “acorn
barnacles” (Sessilia), are sessile, growing their shells directly onto the substrate. The order Pedunculata (goose
barnacles and others) attach themselves by means of a stalk. A barnacle is a type of arthropod constituting the
infraclass Cirripedia in the subphylum Crustacea, and is hence related to crabs and lobsters. They are exclusively
marine, and tend to live in shallow and tidal waters, typically in erosive settings
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The Suez Canal History
The modern Suez Canal is only the most recent of several manmade waterways that once snaked their way across
Egypt. The Egyptian Pharaoh Senusret III may have built an early canal connecting the Red Sea and the Nile River
around 1850 B.C., and according to ancient sources, the Pharaoh Necho II and the Persian conqueror Darius both
began and then abandoned work on a similar project. The canal was supposedly finished in the 3rd century B.C.
during the Ptolemaic Dynasty, and many historical figures including Cleopatra may have travelled on it. Rather than
the direct link offered by the modern Suez Canal, this ancient “Canal of the Pharaohs” would have wound its way
through the desert to the Nile River, which was then used to access the Mediterranean.
After conquering Egypt in 1798, the French military commander Napoleon Bonaparte sent a team of surveyors to
investigate the feasibility of cutting the Isthmus of Suez and building a canal from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean.
But following four separate excursions to the region, his scouts incorrectly concluded that the Red Sea was at least
30 feet higher than the Mediterranean. Any attempt to create a canal, they warned, could result in catastrophic
flooding across the Nile Delta. The surveyors’ faulty calculations were enough to scare Napoleon away from the
project, and plans for a canal stalled until 1847, when a team of researchers finally confirmed that there was no
serious difference in altitude between the Mediterranean and Red Seas.
Planning for the Suez Canal officially began in 1854, when a French
former diplomat named Ferdinand de Lesseps negotiated an agreement
with the Egyptian viceroy to form the Suez Canal Company. Since
Lesseps’ proposed canal had the support of the French Emperor
Napoleon III, many British statesmen considered its construction a
political scheme designed to undermine their dominance of global
shipping. The British ambassador to France argued that supporting the
canal would be a “suicidal act,” and when Lesseps tried to sell shares in
the canal company, British papers labeled the project “a flagrant robbery
gotten up to despoil the simple people.” Lesseps went on to engage in a
public war of words with British Prime Minister Lord Palmerston, and
even challenged railway engineer Robert Stephenson to a duel after he
condemned the project in Parliament. The British Empire continued to
criticize the canal during its construction, but it later bought a 44 percent
stake in the waterway after the cash-strapped Egyptian government
auctioned off its shares in 1875.
Building the Suez Canal required massive manpower, and the Egyptian
government initially supplied most of the labor by forcing the poor to
work for nominal pay and under threat of violence. Beginning in late-1861, tens of thousands of peasants used picks
and shovels to dig the early portions of the canal by hand. Progress was painfully slow, and the project hit a snag
after Egyptian ruler Ismail Pasha abruptly banned the use of forced labor in 1863. Faced with a critical shortage of
workers, Lesseps and the Suez Canal Company changed their strategy and began using several hundred custommade steam- and coal-powered shovels and dredgers to dig the canal. The new technology gave the project the boost
it needed, and the company went on to make rapid progress during the last two years of construction. Of the 75
million cubic meters of sand eventually moved during the construction of the main canal, some three-fourths of it
was handled by heavy machinery.
As the Suez Canal neared completion in 1869, French sculptor Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi tried to convince
Ferdinand de Lesseps and the Egyptian government to let him build a sculpture called “Egypt Bringing Light to
Asia” at its Mediterranean entrance. Inspired by the ancient Colossus of Rhodes, Bartholdi envisioned a 90-foot-tall
statue of a woman clothed in Egyptian peasant robes and holding a massive torch, which would also serve as a
lighthouse to guide ships into the canal. The project never materialized, but Bartholdi continued shopping the idea
for his statue, and in 1886 he finally unveiled a completed version in New York Harbor. Officially called “Liberty
Enlightening the World,” the monument has since become better known as the Statue of Liberty.
Having silenced his critics by completing the Suez Canal, Ferdinand de Lesseps later turned his attention toward
cutting a canal across the Isthmus of Panama in Central America. Work began in 1881, but despite Lesseps’
prediction that the new canal would be “easier to make, easier to complete, and easier to keep up” than the Suez, the
project eventually descended into chaos. Thousands died during construction in the sweltering, disease-ridden
jungle, and the team burned through nearly $260 million without ever completing the project. The company finally
went belly up in 1889, triggering a massive scandal that saw Lesseps and several others—including Eiffel Tower
designer Gustave Eiffel, who had been hired to design canal locks—convicted of fraud and conspiracy. It would take
another 25 years before the Panama Canal was finally completed in a decade-long, American-led construction
project.
In 1956, the Suez Canal was at the centre of a brief war between Egypt and the combined forces of Britain, France
and Israel. The conflict had its origins in Britain’s military occupation of the canal zone, which had continued even
after Egypt gained independence in 1922. Many Egyptians resented the lingering colonial influence, and tensions
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Unwelcome ‘visitors and other stuff bug border
security New Zealand border patrol teams have had
their busiest summer on record, issuing almost 4000
infringement notices to people trying to bring in risky
goods. The most common interception, almost three
quarters of the total was undeclared food. But, the
Brown Marmorated Stink Bug was also a problem and
got stopped 180 times at the border.

finally boiled over in July 1956, when Egyptian
President Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalized the Suez
Canal, supposedly to help fund a dam across the Nile
River. In what became known as the Suez Crisis, a
combined British, Israeli and French force launched an
attack on Egypt in October 1956. The Europeans
succeeded in advancing close to the canal, but later
withdrew from Egypt in disgrace following
condemnation from the United States and the threat of
nuclear retaliation from the Soviet Union. British Prime
Minister Anthony Eden resigned in the wake of the
scandal, and the Suez Canal was left under Egyptian
control.

New Zealand Ministry for Primary Industries Border
Clearance Director Steve Gilbert said in one instance
that meant turning away four ships carrying cars from
Japan. “We detected either live or recently dead (bugs)
in such numbers that we felt we would not be able to
treat the vehicles sufficiently well on discharge so to us
there was no other alternative but to ask them to leave
New Zealand waters. As an adult, Halyomorpha halys
is a 12-17 mm long mottled brown coloured stink bug,
shaped like a shield. It has a very wide host range and
affects
many
plants,
potentially walnuts, apples
and pears, berries, cotton,
hazelnuts, pecans, truffles
and more.

During June 1967’s Six Day War between Egypt and
Israel, the Suez Canal was shut down by the Egyptian
government and blocked on either side by mines and
scuttled ships. At the time of the closure, 15
international shipping vessels were moored at the
canal’s midpoint at the Great Bitter Lake. They would
remain stranded in the waterway for eight years,
eventually earning the nickname the “Yellow Fleet” for
the desert sands that caked their decks. Most of the
crewmembers were rotated on and off the stranded
vessels on 3-month assignments, but the rest passed the
time by forming their own floating community and
hosting sporting and social events. As the years passed,
the fleet even developed its own stamps and internal
system of trade. The 15 marooned ships were finally
allowed to leave the canal in 1975. By then, only two of
the vessels were still seaworthy enough to make the
voyage under their own power.

Originally from eastern
Asia,
but
recently
introduced
to
North
America and Europe where it is having a significant
impact on agriculture and as a nuisance pest. Saliva
causes significant damage to plant tissues. Eggs are
cream to yellow-orange and approximately 1.6 mm
long and laid in clusters on the underside of leaves.
Five nymph stages that range from less than 3 mm to 12
mm long. The nymphs are orange and black when they
first hatch but quickly develop a similar colouration to
the adults. The adults and larvae can be confused with a
number of other brown coloured stinkbugs that are
present in Australia. It hitchhikes in container
shipments of a range of commodities, including plant
material. Adults are capable of flight allowing localised
spread of the pest.

The Suez Canal has enjoyed increased traffic in recent
years, with roughly 50 ships passing through its waters
every day. Shipping tolls allow Egypt to rake in around
$5 billion annually, but the canal is still hampered by its
narrow width and shallow depth, which are insufficient
to accommodate two-way traffic from modern tanker
ships. In August 2014, Egypt’s Suez Canal Authority
announced an ambitious plan to deepen the canal and
create a new 22-mile lane branching off the main
channel. Preliminary work has already begun on the
$8.5 billion project, which Egyptian authorities claim
could more than double the canal’s annual revenue by
2023.

He also said that they expected the influx in seizures
from visitors, but they did not expect so many
interceptions through the mail centre.
“Increases in the mail pathway was somewhat of a
surprise – internet shopping is certainly booming. The
big challenge for us in the mail centre is seeds. The
numbers of people that are purchasing seeds very, very
cheaply by internet and whether those seeds are what
they say what is in the packet or whether they are
something else that could be a threat to New Zealand,”
Two million passengers arrived by plane between
December and February.
Most people who had an undeclared item seized, were
not aware they had done anything wrong “With the
pressures of international travel they just clean forgot
about it. People in the main do not endeavour to
smuggle biosecurity risk goods in, it’s either a lack of
awareness of they just simply forgot,” he said. He said
that the strangest thing biosecurity staff had to wrangle
was a cockatoo that decided to come across the Tasman
on a cruise ship. “Basically, it decided to come to New
Zealand and have a look around, we took some lengths
to rehabilitate it with its owner in Brisbane.”
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A Kiwi Joke. A Kiwi is sitting with an Australian and
an Indian in Saudi Arabia, sharing a smuggled barrel of
beer, when all of a sudden Saudi police enter and arrest
them. They are initially sentenced to four years in
prison but, because it is a national holiday, the sheikh
decides they should be released after receiving twenty
lashes of the whip.

A man was driving along a rural
road one day when he saw a three
legged chicken running down the
road. He was amused enough to drive
alongside it for a while, as he was
driving he noticed the chicken was
running 35kmh.

As they are preparing for the their punishment, the
sheikh suddenly says, “Its my wife’s birthday today and
she asked me to allow each of you one wish before
your whipping. So the Indian guy thinks for a while and
then says, “Please be tying a pillow to my back”. This
is done but the pillow only lasts 10 lashes before the
whip goes through.

Pretty fast chicken, he thought, I wonder just how fast it
can run. So he sped up and the chicken did too! They
were now moving along the road at 50kmh mph! The
man in the car sped up again, to his surprise the chicken
was still running ahead of him at 70kmh!!!
Suddenly the chicken turned off the road and ran down
a long driveway leading to a farmhouse. The man
followed the chicken to the house and saw a man in the
yard with dozens of three legged chickens. The man in
the car called out to the farmer “How did you get all
these three legged chickens?”

The Australian, watching the scene, says, “Please fix
two pillows on my back”. This is done, but even two
pillows can only take 15 lashes before the whip goes
through the pillows again. Before the Kiwi can say
anything, the sheikh turns to him and
says, “As you are from a popular
country, your Rugby team is terrific,
and your women are beautiful, you
can have two wishes!”

The farmer replied, “I breed ‘em. Ya see it’s me, my
wife and my son living here and we all like to eat the
chicken leg. Since a chicken only has two legs, I started
breeding this three legged variety so we could all eat
our favourite piece.” “That’s amazing!” said the driver
“How do they taste?” I don’t rightly know, I ain’t
caught one yet!”

“Thank you, your Most Royal and
Merciful Highness”, the Kiwi
replies. “My first wish is I would
like to have forty lashes” “If you so
desire,” the sheik replies with a
questioning look on his face. “And your second wish?”
The Kiwi answers; “Tie the Aussie to my back”.

In Answer to your Question - I hear what you’re

saying but, with all due respect, it’s not exactly rocket
science. Basically, at the end of the day, the fact of the
matter is you have to be able to tick all the boxes. It’s
not the end of the world, but to be perfectly honest with
you, when push comes to shove, you don’t want to be
literally stuck between a rock and a hard place. Going
forward we need to be singing from the same song
sheet, but you can’t see the wood from the trees.
Naturally hindsight is 20/20 vision and you have to take
the rough with the smooth before proceeding onwards
and upwards. The bottom line is, wear your heart on
your sleeve and, when all is said and done, this is all
part and parcel of the on-going bigger picture (if you
know what I mean)……..

A trombone player and
an accordion player are
playing a New Year’s
Eve gig at a local club.
The place is packed and everybody is absolutely loving
the music, drunk as they are. Shortly after midnight,
the club owner comes up to the duo and says, “You
guys sound great. Everybody loves you…I’d like to
know if the two of you are free to come back here next
New Year’s Eve to play?”
The two musicians look at each other and then at the
club owner… and the trombone player says “Sure
we’d love to is it OK if we leave our stuff here?”
PUB SIGNS “Players picked for the darts team will be
pinned to the notice board on Thursday.”
“Try our home-made pies. You’ll never get better.”
“Happy Hour, 5.30 pm until 6 pm.”
President, Brian Hunt BEM JP
241/2 Falcon Way
TWEED HEAD SOUTH NSW 2486
Ph: (07) 5513-0178
Email: brian.hunt8@bigpond.com
Treasurer, Graham Moon
67 The Quarterdeck
TWEED HEADS NSW 2485
Ph: 0419 642 218
Email: grahamm43@gmail.com
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